CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

DRAFT MINUTES FOR ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 12TH MAY 2022

Attendees: Cllr Agazarian, Cllr Keagan, Cllr McCormack, Cllr Shurety, Cllr Bleeze, Mrs F Betts (Clerk & RFO), Cllr Soons, Cllr Chester, Rep from Chevington WI, Rep from Chevington Charities, two parishioners

Apologies: Cllr Briggs, Rep from Little Tea Pots

1) Chairman’s Welcome

2) The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held 6th May 2021 were signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

3) The following reports were received:

1. Chair, Chevington Parish Council. 
Her report included:
· New bench in burial ground was donated.
· Hedges in burial ground have been cut back to a decent manageable height
· Prices have increased for the burial ground plots 
· Community speed watch team have been trained and have been given a new kit
· Ongoing VAS machine data has enabled the Parish Council to bid for the ANPR machine to visit the village
· The PC has been working alongside the village hall and its refurbishment
· The PC hosted a Bounce back from Covid BBQ with a grant from WSC
· The Pumping Station in Church Road has been closely monitored with no further flooding this past winter due to the works being carried out earlier in the year
· Following several meetings with a local charity a defibrillator machine is to be purchased for the village
· Networking with the SCC footpath officer is helping to maintain the  footpaths and stiles around the village
· The Chair has attended an SLCC course
· A meeting was held with the SCC Arboretum Officer and the District Councillor on Depden green to discuss the large trees growing there. The meeting resulted in some remedial work being carried out. However, the residents affected by the trees believe that further can be done.
· The Parish Council has started new links with NT Ickworth
· The Emergency Plan is being reformulated.
· There was no rise in annual precept as annual spending  was kept within budget.




2 Cllr Karen Soons, Suffolk County Councillor.
· 10 ANPR machines purchased, 
· 99% of pupils receive a preferred primary school on National Offer Day, Schools across Suffolk recognised for their efforts in encouraging active travel,
·  A new electric taxi-bus service launches in East Suffolk, 
· In May 2021, Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service unveiled three new vehicles, packed with the latest technology, to support firefighters at emergency incidents.
· SCC further committed to protecting vulnerable residents, strengthening Suffolk’s economy and a strong focus on the environment are at the heart of council's new priorities.
· Suffolk County Council begins procurement process for next Highways Service contract focusing on developing local skills and talent
· In Early July 2021 Suffolk County Council began the process of finding its next long term Highways Services partner.
· Youth Focus Suffolk puts young people at the heart
· It was announced in September 2021 that 18 youth projects from across the county had been awarded a share of just under £240,000.
· New Suffolk Recycling Centres online booking system improvements to deliver greater customer experience
· It was announced in September 2021 that Suffolk County Council has developed a new, more user-friendly booking system which enables residents to book slots for recycling.
· Suffolk continues to create the greenest county with £150,000 for new trees
· It was announced in October 2021 that a joint bid by a number of Suffolk’s authorities secured funding from the Forestry Commission to plant around 3,000 trees this coming planting season. Annual Public Health Report focuses on Mental Health impact of Covid-19
· Suffolk County Council, in December 2021, endorsed far-reaching recommendations to improve Suffolk people’s mental health and wellbeing.
· This includes the creation of a dedicated fund of £2.5m and the development of a cross-system group to support community wellbeing in Suffolk.
3 Cllr M Chester, West Suffolk District Councill 
· West Suffolk Council is helping with the overall County and national effort to help Ukrainian refugees.
· The West Suffolk Local Plan Working Group, which includes cross party representation from across West Suffolk Council, has been discussing the local plan. It is now ready for its second stage of public consultation – the Preferred Options stage.
· COVID-19 Additional Relief Fund (CARF). The first phase of applications for CARF, has seen West Suffolk Council so far award close to £900,000 of business rate relief to 187 businesses from across the district.
· Community Governance Review – draft recommendations consultation. West Suffolk Council is carrying out an interim Community Governance Review and on 22 March 2022, Council approved some draft recommendations for consultation.
· Plans for a new state-of-the-art West Suffolk Hospital to provide 21st-century healthcare have been submitted to planners.
· Garden Waste Collection Service Garden waste collection. Current year subscriptions end on 31 May. After three years at £43, the cost per bin rises £2 to £45 a year, ensuring the service covers its costs and that it is funded by those who use it.
· A Q&A session followed with Cllr Chester who answered varied questions from members of the Council and the public attending.


· Suffolk Police Safer Neighbourhood Team. No report sent

· The Village Hall Management Committee.

· A major refurbishment of the village is under way with the gravel car park being smartened up and the hall being painted. Colourful flower pots have been added to the outside of the hall. Bookings are steady. More volunteers to help on the committee are being sought.

· Chevington Parish Church. No report sent

· Chevington Women’s Institute.

· A very full and varied list of events took place over the past year. 
· Including celebrating (albeit belatedly) the 100 year anniversary since its inauguration
· The WI continues to goes from strength to strength in the village

· Little Tea Pots Pre-school Chedburgh. No report sent
· Chevington, Depden & Rede Community Council.
· Bookings are up 
· Several community events have taken place over the year to encourage parishioners to get out and about post Covid
· The fish and chip van is back visiting the village every Friday evening

· Ickworth Park Primary School. No report sent

· The Chevington Charities.

· The trustees of the Chevington Charities met on the evening of 29th November at our village hall.  
· The trustees reviewed last year’s list, how much finance we had in our reserve account and approved a list for this year.   
· The trustees approved  a list of recipients who received the sum of £100. Which would leave the trustees with a small amount of cash  in our reserve account for emergencies.   



4) Date and time of next meeting.
	Wednesday May 10th 2023 at 7pm.

Meeting ended at 20.00hrs

