Deeds to burial ground and village hall can be found at Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds

CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Draft MINUTES for 25th February 2021

Attendees:  Cllr L Agazarian (Chair), Cllr A McCormack (Vice Chair), Cllr Keegan, Cllr Briggs and Cllr Shurety, SCClr Soons, DCllr Chester, Mrs F Betts (Clerk) and newly co-opted Cllr Bleeze
	
1. Public participation session (15 minutes). Parishioner, Mr P Bleeze, who is interested in filling one of the empty Councillor vacancies introduced himself and explained why he wishes to join the Council. His co-option was proposed by Cllr Shurety, seconded by Cllr Keagan and the following vote was unanimous that he be co-opted on to the Council. The Clerk will send him all the necessary forms to complete.
ACTION:Clerk

2. Chairman welcomed everyone and introduced everyone to Cllr Bleeze. There were no apologies for absence.

3. No declarations of interest by councillors were received.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk499632902]The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on January 14th 2021 were approved and the Chair will sign them once the Clerk delivers them to her.

5. The Chairman’s report

1. Cllr Doyle’s resignation was offered and accepted in the middle of January. There is now one vacancy on the Council
2. Dog waste meeting with Cllr Chester and the West Suffolk Council dog fouling initiative was discussed. Chair to send the Clerk further details to add to the website,
ACTION:Chair and Clerk
3. Lord Lieutenant of Suffolk’s Certificate of Merit has been granted to Chevington Community Support Group in recognition of the work carried out during the past 12 months during the pandemic. Clerk to write a letter of congratulation to the organisers.
ACTION:Clerk
4. Flooding in Church Road. The Chair has contacted Anglian Water and has been told that due to the very wet weather there are far more pressing issues across the county for them to attend to. The discharges are well within their acceptable limits and DO NOT pose a health risk to parishioners. They suggest that the ditches in the area need to be dug out and cleared of debris so that any flood water running down the lane can escape via the ditches. Clerk to send all Councillors details about riparian rights and SCC’s ditch policy.
ACTION:Clerk
5. Individual litter pickers. WSC are keen for individuals to apply for basic litter pick equipment so that they can walk around and pick litter up on a regular basis rather than have one major annual litter pick. Chair to send the Clerk the details to promote on website and in the Benefice magazine.
ACTION:Chair and Clerk


6. The Chair would like to all the Councillors for the voluntary time they give to their various portfolios and realises that it is especially difficult to carry out some of these activities during Lockdown 3.
7. The Chair met with Suffolk County Council’s footpath officer, James Pickerin, to inspect the damaged stile on footpath 2. It not in need of urgent repair but will be put on his list of summer jobs to repair.
8. A site meeting with the households close to the proposed site for the replacement VAS pole in Old Post Office Road has been set for Saturday 6th March at 11am. All parishioners can attend. 


6. District Councillor’s report 
· Council Tax is rise
· Car parking increase has been deferred until further notice to help boost the shopping centre footfall
· Census 2021 is due to take place on March 21st. The Parish Council is not directly responsible for this.
· May 6th elections are to go ahead
· A new dog fouling initiative is due to start this Spring.
· Speeding industrial and farming vehicles that speed through the village can be sent empowerment notices from the District Council if the number plates, time of speeding and place of speeding is sent to Cllr Chester.
ACTION:All Councillors

7. County Councillor’s report
· The Covid mass vaccination centre at Rowley Mile in Newmarket is up and running
· Post 16 Travel Policy consultation is running
· The County are due to start a new recycling campaign
· ANPR devices are available for all areas of Suffolk. PCs are expected to collect data from VAS devices to enable the police to place these machines at the most useful sites.
· 

8. To receive Parish Councillors’ reports
1. Cllr McCormack – nothing to report
2. Cllr Keegan. Parking on green verges in New Road remains a constant problem. The Clerk is to write some notices requesting No Parking on these sites. Cllr Keagan to monitor.
ACTION:Clerk
3. Cllr Briggs. Following on from a request in the Benefice magazine asking for help with collating data from VAS machines, Cllr Briggs has been contacted by several parishioners’ keen to help. Once lockdown 3 is lifted he will organise a meeting to co-ordinate the effort. This data will be used to request the appearance of the ANPR device in the village.
4. Cllr Shurety. 
· Cllr Shurety is keen to join forces with Cllrs Briggs and Keagan with the VAS machine around the village.
· He has undertaken research in to the use of the PC’s social media platform and his findings will help him make this area more useful to the Council. Not many parishioners realised the Council were on Facebook or had a webpage and he is keen to promote these more visibly.
ACTION:Cllr Shurety
· He asked how the kiosk adoption was going. The Clerk replied that there is a large backlog of enquiries and that she will recontact BT to ask how the application is going.
ACTION: Clerk
· He raised the issue of having a defibrillator machine in the village. The Clerk will seek out more information on this.
ACTION: Clerk
· He has reminded the Council that the Chevington village signs from Chedburgh remain in a vandalised state and wondered if new ones could be purchased. The Clerk informed him of the previous discussion had by the Council back in 2019 when the County Councillor said there were no funds available from SCC and that PCs could deal with these signs within policy guidelines. 
		 
9.  Parish Council Finances: 
The following was proposed by Cllr Briggs, seconded by Cllr McCormack and the following vote unanimous to:

1. Approve and sign Internet Banking Financial Standing Orders
2. Approve and sign Financial Risk Assessment
3. Approve and sign Assets List Register
4. Receipts: 

	Invoice No
	Receipt details
	Amount
	Statute Power
	

	
	From J Pettit for cremation plot 11
	£90
	ss9-10 Open Spaces Act 1906
	

	
	HMRC VAT Return
	£1208
	s112 LGA 1972
	



5. And to authorise payment of the following invoices: 

	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Cheque No/BACS

	62
	Clerk expenses and mileage allowance
	£19.96
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	63
	Clerk Annual use of home expense
	£160
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS



6. The bank statement is to be signed as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance)
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council
Bank account balance stands at £29017.84 as of 25th February 2021. General costs over the year were all covered by the annual precept for the fourth year in a row.

10.The Clerk’s report about progress of actions from last meeting was received.
	1. VAT reclaimed
	2. Contacted SCC footpath officer about the stile on Footpath 2
3. VAS pole householder letters have been sent and further information has been sent back.
4. Precept request has been sent to WSC
5. Burial ground books have been updated and several data issues have been identified.
6. The boundary hedge on the long side of the burial ground is rented by Mr and Mrs Ruthven.

11 Planning
DC/21/0041/HH – 4 Maltings Close, Chevington. Single storey rear extension. No objections

12 Emergency Plan.
The Clerk showed the progress on the update of the Emergency Plan. Cllr Bleeze has expertise on this matter and will help the Council formulate a new better plan. The Clerk if someone could go in to the village hall (once lockdown 3 has been lifted) to find the emergency plan back pack and to complete a stock take of what is missing. Each Councillor is to read the plan and make suggestions to who could be included in it. This will be discussed at the meeting in April.
ACTION:All Councillors and Clerk

13	Agenda items for next meeting
	1. Recycling. Where could recycling bins be placed in the village?
	2. Ditches and Riparian Rights
	3. Defibrillators (Use the £1208 VAT refund towards the cost?)
	4. Emergency Plan

14. Date of next Meeting is Thursday April 8th 2021 at 7pm via Zoom Pro

Meeting finished at 20.30 hours.



SIGNED…………………………………………………………………………    DATED………………………………
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