CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Draft MINUTES for Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 6th May 2021
Attendees: Cllr L Agazarian, Cllr A McCormack, Cllr P Keagan, Cllr M Shurety, Cllr P Bleeze, Cllr M Chester, Cllr K Soons, Mrs F Betts, Clerk/RFO and one member of the public

1) Welcome from the Chairman and apologies for absence from Cllr J K Briggs, Susan Bloor (Chevington WI), Dr Gary Dillon (Chair of Chedburgh, Chevington, Depden & Rede Community Council), Jenny Snape (Little Tea Pots Pre-school) and Denis Doyle (Chevington Charities)


2) Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held (1) 13th May 2019 and (2) 8th May 2020 were approved and will be signed next week by the Chair

3) The following reports were received from:

3:1 Chair, Chevington Parish Council. Cllr Agazarian mentioned the following activities from 2020-21:
· VAS pole is to be replaced in Old Post Office Road
· A new VAS pole has been erected in Hargrave Road
· New, up-to-date VAS machine purchased solely for the use of Chevington
· A new Community Speed Watch Team is to start this coming year after the Council secured a free CSW camera kit from Suffolk Police Speed Team
· The burial ground make-over curtesy of Stuart Bradnam
· All Councillors trained in the use of Zoom virtual meetings
· Several parishioners had joining together to form a Chevington Covid Volunteer scheme which was acknowledged by receiving the Lord Lieutenant of Suffolk Award
· Engaging with Anglian Water and the Environment Agency to end the flooding problems by the pumping station at the end of Church Road 
· Engaging with West Suffolk District Council’s Enforcement Officer regarding litter picking, dog mess, and recycling
· Engaging with neighbouring village Parish Councils to link activities together including speeding inititiative and possibly linking all footpaths across the neighbourhood
· Forging links with Little Tea Pots and Little Tea Cups
· Two Councillors stood down, Cllr Doyle, who has been involved the Council since the 1980s and Cllr Nichols who moved on to other public service.  All the Council thanked Mr Doyle for his service and agreed he would be sorely missed. 
· Two new parishioners have stood up as Councillors, Cllr Shurety and Cllr Bleeze. They have already made a difference to the village.

3:2 Cllr Karen Soons, Suffolk County Councillor. Her report mentioned:
· 3.1 million decarbonisaton initiative “The Green Agenda”. 360 tonnes of Carbon dioxide has been saved which is equivalent to 120 cars off the road each year.
· Freeport East – which will bring prosperity and a vibrant economy to the whole County
· Digital connectivity is to get new levels of connectivity across the County
· The drainage budget has doubled in the past year which will see lots of the rural area with consistent flooding issues being targeted.
· With regard to Chevington Cllr Soons gave a locality budget which enabled the Parish Council to purchase a new VAS machine, she has intervened in the erection of a new pole in Hargrave Road.
· Cllr Soons has attended all meetings throughout the year and the Council thank him for his service.

3:3 Cllr M Chester, West Suffolk District Councillor.
· Many members of the Council had to work from home last year due to the pandemic but essential services continued through the year
· Most meetings have taken place via Zoom or Microsoft Teams
· With regard to Chevington Cllr Chester has looked into several planning applications including two retrospective applications, he has given a locality budget grant to the Council which will be used for a social get together, once lockdown restrictions are lifted, to encourage parishioners to join in with volunteering across the village. Cllr Chester has attended all meetings throughout the year and the Council thank him for his service.

3:4 Suffolk Police Safer Neighbourhood Team.
No apologies and no report sent

3:5 The Village Hall Management Committee. Their report included:
· Very little use over the year due to the pandemic lockdown prevented meetings indoors
· They received a couple of grants from WSC to enable them to pay essential bills and their finances are sound
· It is now due to open slowly and has today been used as a Polling Station for the local elections
· A maintenance programme is in progress
· Electrical work has been completed
· They could do with new members on the Committee

3:6 Chevington Parish Church 
No apologies and no report sent

3:7 Chevington Women’s Institute. Their report included:
· They have continued to meet via Zoom but did manage one outside trip to The Dell at The Erskine Centre. 
· They managed to celebrate their 100th birthday via a Zoom party with all members receiving a party bag
· Their member number remain around the same as pre pandemic levels and they look forward to a more normal year.

3:8 Chedburgh, Chevington, Depden & Rede Community Council. Their report included:
· Very little activity regarding hiring of the hall due to the pandemic,
· Their finances have been helped by several grants from WSC
· Their new roof replacement project report has been published and they hope the work for this will start soon

3:9 Little Tea Pots Pre-school. Their report included:
· During lockdown 1 they were open for key worker families only. Several members of staff were furloughed.
· During lockdown 2 and 3 they were open for all families with strict regulations in place
· They obtained several grants from WSC and Chedburgh Parish Council
· They have a full register to continue through to end of September 2022
· They have four children from Chevington on their register at the moment.

3:10 Ickworth Park Primary School.
No apologies or report sent

3:11 The Chevington Charities. Their report included:
· The Charity met in November 2021 via Zoom curtesy of Rev Simon Hill.
· Eleven recipients received £90 in December
· The Lead Trustee received a thank you Christmas card from one of them
· The Lead Trustee hopes to stand down this year and hopes someone takes over from him.


4) Date and time of next meeting Wednesday May 4th 2022 from 7pm

Meeting ended at 7.29 hours




SIGNED…………………………………………………………………………………….


DATE…………………………………………………………………………………………

