NB: Deeds for the village hall and the burial ground can be found at Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds

VILLAGE WEBSITE CAN BE FOUND ON:- http://chevington.onesuffolk.net/

`CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES for EXTRA ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING Thursday April 11th 2024
	
Attendees: Cllr Shurety, Cllr Bleeze, Cllr McCormack, Cllr Saunders, Cllr St Clair Roberts, Cllr Robertson, Cllr C Painter (Hargrave PC), Mrs |F Betts (Clerk/RFO) and 80 parishioners.
Apologies: Cllr Keagan, Cllr Chester and Cllr Soons
	
1. Welcome by Chairman and apologies for absence received.

2. No Declarations of Interest by Councillors received.

3. The Chair handed over the meeting over to Cllr Robertson who had called the meeting to discuss the possible implementation of a Neighbourhood Plan for the village. Following on from the village questionnaire in Autumn 2023 the authors of the questionnaire have met with the Diocese who have Glebe land around the village and the Diocese is keen to support the village with any future plans. This has led to the proposal of the village writing a neighbourhood plan which would give the village a say in how it will look in the future regarding new building and planning applications and so forth. Cllr Painter, Chair of Hargrave Parish Council was invited to speak about how Hargrave organised their plan. He mentioned that they obtained a grant towards the costs of the plan, and they approached a consultant to write the plan for them. They are currently rewriting their plan as these plans need to be updated every few years or so. Basically, Chevington would need to appoint a working party from parishioners to organise the writing of, printing of, distribution of and collecting and collating data from a questionnaire. The consultant would write the report from this data and send it to West Suffolk Council who organise a referendum for the parishioners to vote for or against the plan. It could take up to two years to organise but once it has been agreed and adopted by the parishioners of the village and agree and adopted by West Suffolk Council, any future plans for the village would need to take this document into consideration. The Clerk reminded the meeting that four out to of the seven Councillors work full time and would not necessarily have the time to give to such a project and Cllr Robertson agreed that the working party should be run by a group of parishioners who work alongside the Parish Council. If there is insufficient interest from parishioners when asking for volunteers this would indicate as to the enthusiasm for such a project or not. Many parishioners asked questions during the Q&A session and finally the Clerk asked for a proposer for ‘Do the parishioners of Chevington want their Parish Council to investigate further the writing of a neighbourhood plan.’ Cllr Robertson proposed, Cllr St Clair Roberts seconded the proposal with the following vote being unanimous for the Parish Council to investigate further into writing a neighbourhood plan. Cllr Robertson agreed to write a draft plan to start the process off and the Clerk was asked to write an article for the next Benefice magazine to ask for volunteers to join the working party. The working party must consult with the Parish Council at every stage although the Parish Council is not wholly part of the working party.
ACTION:Cllr Robertson, The Clerk
4. Date of next Meetings – 
Annual Parish Meeting - Wednesday May 8th 2024 in the hall start at 7pm 
Annual General Parish Council Meeting straight afterwards at 7.30pm

MEETING ENDED AT 20.25 HOURS

CHAIR ………………………………………………………..                   DATE ……………………………..
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