NB: Deeds for the village hall and the burial ground can be found at Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds

VILLAGE WEBSITE CAN BE FOUND ON:- http://chevington.onesuffolk.net/

`CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES for PARISH COUNCIL MEETING Thursday October 12th 2023

Attendees:  Cllr Shurety, Cllr Bleeze, Cllr Keegan, Cllr St Clair Roberts, Cllr Robertson,  and West Suffolk District Cllr M Chester 
Apologies: Cllr Saunders, Cllr McCormack, Cllr Soons
	
1. Welcome given by the Chair and apologies for absence received.
2. No Declarations of Interest by Councillors received.
3. The Minutes of the Meeting held 24th August 2023 were signed as being a true and accurate record of the meeting.
4. No Public Participation. 
5. The Chair’s Report was received:
1. Neighbourhood Plan for Hargrave – consultee opinion. Following a brief discussion it was decided to send a comment regarding cycle routes and the linking up of local neighbouring villages’ cycle routes when they were being considered. The Council also agreed to have more information from Cllr Chester regarding Neighbourhood Plans.
ACTION:Clerk
2. Census results. These had previously been circulated to the Council but it was felt that the result were too generic and not specific to Chevington to make them useful in future decision making
3. BT Box refurb update. The Clerk discovered that BT does not have records of this box being adopted by the PC. Clerk asked for a vote to be called for adoption. Cllr Bleeze proposed, Cllr Keagan seconded it and the following vote was unanimous for the Parish Council to adopt the BT phone box in Hargrave Road from BT for the price of £1. The Clerk produced the necessary forms and the Chair signed them. Clerk to scan form and return to BT adoption department. Cllr Keagan has measured the interior of the box for a bookcase and the electricity needs to be looked at by an electrician. Once the adoption is finalised the book store can go ahead.
ACTION:Clerk
4. Village questionnaire update. The meeting held at the start of the month in the village was well attended an the questionnaires have been distributed. The results will be on display in the hall on Friday November 3rd from 7 pm onwards.
5. The VAS machine continue on its journey around the village and the data is being collected.  The CSW Team monthly data shows roughly 8 speeding vehicles per hour. Many drivers are now receiving their second letters. 
6. The following  Parish Councillor’s reports were received:
1. Cllr Bleeze. He has received a text message from a parishioner who organises a social media group on Facebook and has asked that the Parish Council act as mediator. The Parih Council cannot act as mediator to any social media group as it does not have authority to do so. The Parish Council has one social media account on Facebook and belongs to several others but does not mediate for, or have editorial rights over, any other group.
2. Cllr Robertson – the questionnaire is being sent out to households. Just to remind everyone that it is one questionnaire per person not per household. The more replies the merrier. He asked if all Councillors could remind their neighbours about the questionnaire.
7. No County Councillor’s Report was received, but her latest report can be viewed on line.
8. The District Councillor’s Report was received: the full report is on line and makes very interesting reading as it sets out WSC’s plans for the future. Cllr Chester has joined the Police and Crime Panel and will be organising a meeting in Wickhambrook in November for all parishioners and Councillors to meet their local police. Applications for his Locality Budget are now open.
9. Planning Applications
1. DC/23/1571/TPO -Plane Tree House 1B Barn Field Chevington Suffolk IP29 5QN-TPO 199 (1994) tree preservation order - one London plane (marked with circle on plan, T1 on order) crown lift to four metres above ground level and overall crown reduction by four metres. Consultation ends 17th October 2023. Following a short discussion the Council have written a short comment about their concerns to the extent of the crown lift. Clerk to send comment to WSC Planning Dept.
ACTION:Clerk
2. Outstanding planning decisions:
1. DC/23/0989/LB: Hollybush House Weathercock Hill Chevington Suffolk IP29 5RG 
2.  DC/23/0988/FUL: Hollybush House Weathercock Hill Chevington Suffolk IP29 5RG 
10. To receive Financial Officer’s report:

1. To authorise payment of the following invoices: Proposed by Cllr Robertson, seconded by Cllr Bleeze following unanimous vote to pay the following invoices:

	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	                        
                          £
	Statute Power
	BACS or 
Cheque No

	115
	Clerk/RFO August monthly salary 
	343.46
	s112 LGA 1972
	SO

	116
	Clerk/RFO September monthly salary
	343.46
	S112 LGA 1972
	SO

	118
	Clerk expenses
	
	
	BACS

	4894
	McGregor Services 2 cuts of burial ground grass
	£192
	Ss9-10 Open Spaces Act 1906
	BACS

	1244705
	West Suffolk Council uncontested election expense
	81.91
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	
	Remainder of East of England Warm Hub grant sent to All Saints Church Food Bank project
	216.50
	S137 LGA 1972
	BACS

	18341
	Community Heartbeat Trust annual support cost
	162.00
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	117
	Clerk expense - Poppy wreath
	28.98
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	27718
	SALC payroll service
	22.80
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS



2. Discuss and sign off all bank transactions since last meeting (as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance) and Minuted item 9:6 23rd June 2022.)
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council. 
3. Confirmation of Lloyd’s Bank Account balance as of 12th October - £26,446.32

11. To receive the Clerk’s Report 
1. Grass verges and overgrown hedges along Chedburgh Road reported and cleared
2. BT box update see item5:3
3. Burial ground maintenance. Clerk has contacted Bradnams to ask for several tree stumps to be removed and lower branches from trees to be pruned. 
4. Ditches on Hargrave Road and Grange Mill. The Chair and Vice Chair reminded the Council that this topic had been discussed last year and that the decision was made not to pursue this topic any further as the Council does not own the area or have any ownership or financial responsibility over this ditch. See previous Minutes for more information. They requested the Clerk not add the topic to any future agenda unless more information had been gleaned.
5. Grass verges being made into cycle paths. Clerk to ask Cllr Soons for more information
ACTION:Clerk
6. Wreath for Remembrance Sunday was given to Cllr Shurety.
7. Polling Station review. Clerk to reply to WSC Elections Dept with a positive response to the questions.
ACTION:Clerk

12. Drainage issues in burial ground. Following SALC’s reply to the Clerk’ question of how to deal with flooding in the burial ground and her subsequent research involving the Environment Agency it was decided not to pursue this issue any further until it becomes a much bigger and persistent problem. Cllr Bleeze suggested planting alders and willow in the ground to drink up the excess water. Clerk to ask Cllr McCormack and Stuart Bradnam for advice. The ditch between the church cemetery and the burial ground is actually running along the edge of the church’s boundary and therefore is not the Parish Council’s concern regarding clearance. The boundary starts  at the hedge.

13. Agenda items for next meeting 
1. Trees for burial ground
2. Precept

14. Date of next Meetings – 
Thursday November 9th 2023 (Budget Meeting and closed to the public)
Thursday December 14th 2023
In the hall from 7pm


MEETING ENDED AT 20.48 hrs


SIGNED ………………………………………………………….  DATE ………………………….
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