NB: Deeds for the village hall and the burial ground can be found at Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds

VILLAGE WEBSITE CAN BE FOUND ON:- http://chevington.onesuffolk.net/

`CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES PARISH COUNCIL MEETING Thursday September 12th 2024
	
Attendees:  Cllr Bleeze (Co Chair), Cllr McCormack, Cllr Keegan, Cllr Saunders, Cllr St Clair Roberts, SCCllr K Soons, West Suffolk District Cllr M Chester, two parishioners and Mrs Betts, Clerk/RFO 

Apologies: Cllr Robertson, Cllr Shurety

	No
	ITEM
	ACTION

	1
	Welcome by Chairman and apologies for absence. 
	

	2
	No Declarations of Interest by Councillors received.
	

	3
	The Minutes of the Meetings held July 11th 2024 and August 22nd 2024 were approved and signed.
	

	4
	Public Participation.
4:1 To receive the County Councillor’s Report. Report available on the website. 
4:1:1 Discussion had with two members of the parish regarding speeding traffic and volume of traffic along Hargrave Road which has increased this year. Cllr Soons spoke of reporting speeding lorries to ‘Lorry Watch’ giving as much detail as possible
4:1:2 Discussion about grass verge at the junction of New Road and Saxham Road. Grass very long and disrupts drivers’ view when using this junction. Take photo and report to SCC highways portal 
4:1:3 Ownership of ditch running in front of terraced houses on Hargrave Road. Clerk to send documents from Orwell Housing to Cllr Soons.
4:2 To receive District Councillor’s Report. Report available on the website
4:2:1 Recycling numbers are falling. WSC will be launching a new advertising campaign to encourage householders to increase what they recycle. There is concern about the amount of food waste seen in the black bins.
4:2:2 There is to be a peer review of WSC membership which will start soon
4:2:3 WSC have pulled out of the consultation regarding Sunnica Solar Farm.
4:2:4 WSC are looking for potential building sites to build affordable/social housing as per their key plan. New Government building plans could see building new homes increase from 8000 to 12000.  
4:3 Parishioners participation. Speeding and increase in vehicles along Hargrave Road was discussed. The Clerk is to work with these parishioners to see if a solution can be found. The Clerk is due to meet Suffolk Police Officer in charge of speeding issues in the rural area early next month and is in talks with Chedburgh PC to amalgamate the Community Speed Watch volunteer group. The Clerk to research other measures available. The Clerk to write to local companies reminding them of keeping to the speed limits. 
The Clerk is to contact neighbouring villages and ask if they have seen an increase in traffic and speeding
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	5
	To receive the Chairman’s Report: 
5:1 VAS machine and ANPR. Hargrave Road has been added to the location list for the ANPR machine
5:2 Bus service – results from extraordinary meeting. The Clerk had a meeting with the Suffolk Bus Strategy enhancement group. All decisions that have been made are final and there will be no back tracking. However, all Parish Councils can bid for new funding to go towards future bus routes. To be successful in a bid the proposal writer needs lots of data, time and effort. The Clerk was asked to advertise in the Benefice magazine for a volunteer from the parish to come forward to take up this issue.
5:3 Grit bin on Weathercock Hill has been reinstated and the Clerk has received reimbursement.
5:4 The Clerk has been approached by Chedburgh Parish Council to ask for reactions to their proposal to make Queen’s Lane a Quiet Lane. No objections to this came from the Council.
	








Clerk




Clerk

	6
	To receive Parish Councillor’s reports
1. Cllr Robertson: Neighbourhood Plan update.  Grant has been received to pay for the first stage in the process. A public meeting is set for September 19th 2024 in the village hall.
2. 2. Cllr Bleeze asked if Footpath 5 had been cut. Clerk to find out.
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	7
	To receive the Clerk’s Report 
1 Suffolk Enhanced Bus Strategy Partnership Group meeting 11.09.2024. Future applications for funding rely on lots of data. There must be a NEED for a bus route to enter the village not just a WANT. There is to be presentation in Bury St Edmunds Library on October 9th from 2-3.30pm and an on-line survey is due to be launched.
2 Community speed watch locations. Clerk due to meet Suffolk police Speed team to discuss new locations in Hargrave Road
3 Emergency/Resilience Plan update. See item 10
4 Purchase of replacement grit bin. All completed.
5 Insurance quote. Clerk has had a difficult time finding a new annual insurance company. Finally, Zurich came back with a quote. A little more than the previous years. Cllr Bleeze proposed, Cllr Saunders seconded and the following unanimous vote agreed to the Clerk contacting Zurich for insurance for 2024-25.
6 Information received from Tree Surgeon regarding trees. He suggested planting alders in the burial ground as they are thirsty plants that do not unnecessarily drop their branches or cause too much leaf drop. Clerk to research where these can be bought from. Cllr McCormack offered to help plant them. Buying of trees is dependent on whether whips or smaller trees would be available, up to a cost of £100. Proposed by Vice Chair Bleeze, seconded by Cllr St Clair Roberts with the following vote being unanimous.
7 Definitive proof that SCC adopted Grange Mill and the ditch on Hargrave Road in 2002. Clerk to send documents to Cllr Soons
8 Laurel Hedge on Mill Road 
9 Admin for the Burial Ground. This is to continue to be the job for the Clerk. Clerk to write a job description and send to all Councillors
10 New pricing from WSC for emptying dog bins. Clerk to research purchase of new dog bins with general waste bin facility
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	8
	To receive Financial Officer’s report:
1. Receipts: £129 for grit bin replacement; £4036.00 grant from Groundworks UK R/C GWUK
2. Payment of the following invoices: Proposed by Cllr Bleeze, seconded by Cllr St Clair Roberts and following a unanimous vote, Clerk to pay: 
	Invoice No
	Details of Payees
	£
	Statute power
	Action

	
	Grit bin (Seton)
	128.33
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	138
	Clerk/RFO July salary
	372.06
	s112 LGA 1972
	SO

	139
	Clerk/RFO August salary
	372.06
	s112 LGA 1972
	SO

	140
	Clerk expenses
	37.28
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	5146
	McGregor’s Services cut burial grass x1
	96.00
	Ss 9-10 Open Spaces Act 1906
	BACS

	5174
	McGregor’s Services cut burial ground x 2
	192.00
	Ss 9-10 Open Spaces Act 1906
	BACS

	CHEV24
	Suffolk Heights annual sub
	112.00
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS


3. Discuss and sign off all bank transactions since last meeting (as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance) and Minuted item 9:6 23rd June 2022.)
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council. 
4. Bank account balance as of 12th September 2024 £11,571.65
5. Interest savings account £18,134.89
6. Clerk to update internet access for Council. Cice Chair Bleeze proposed, Cllr St Clair Roberts seconded with the following vote being unanimous for the Clerk to update these changes.
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	10
	Discussion regarding Emergency and Resilience Plans. 
The Council read through the draft drawn up by the Clerk. Aside from a few minor alterations the Council agreed to this draft. Proposed by Vice Chair Bleeze, seconded by Cllr Keagan and unanimously agreed by the remainder of the Council. Suggestions to hold a village meeting were discounted, but suggestion to place an article in the local Benefice magazine giving hints on being resilient in case of an emergency was upheld. Clerk to send redacted GDPR compliant copy to Suffolk Emergency Team.
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	11
	Future Agenda Items
1. Advertising plan for new Clerk
2. Organising internet bank to future proof Council
3. Volunteer to campaign for new bus route grant
4. Neighbourhood Plan update

	

	12
	Date of next Meeting – 
Thursday October 24th 2024                          In the hall from 7pm

	




MEETING ENDED AT 21.00 HOURS.



SIGNED: ……………………………………………………………………                 DATE: ……………………………….

	

2

