Deeds to burial ground and village hall can be found at Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds

CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES for January 13th 2022
	

ATTENDEES: Cllr Agazarian, Cllr Keagan, Cllr McCormack, Cllr Briggs, Cllr Shurety, Cllr Bleeze, DCllr Chester, CCllr Soons several members of the public and The Clerk

1. Public participation session (15 minutes). A parishioner wished to speak Cllr Chester about the trees growing in front of her house in Depden Lane. Following a full discussion (see item 5:1) Cllr Chester said he would contact her early next week.

2. Chairman’s welcome, introduction and no apologies for absence.

3. No declarations of interest by councillors were received.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk499632902]Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 11th November 2021 were signed as an accurate record.

5. The Chairman’s report
1. Trees in Depden Green. Following on from the site meeting with the County’s Arboretum Manager and Cllr Chester, Cllr Agazarian reported that the trees were mapped on a maintenance App and this automatically allowed for them to be checked regularly. According to these files these trees are due to be looked at this year (indeed it was reported that the maintenance team were there last week) but only a small amount of trimming back was completed. The Council are very disappointed by this lack of work and Cllr Chester will investigate further. Photographic evidence of the trees’ size has been given to the Clerk for future reference.
ACTION: Cllr Chester
2. Little Teapots AGM. The nursery appears to be in good heart and has sufficient funds and pupils for the time being. The Chair and Vice Chair report that the nursery staff work hard and are very conscientious and it  is an asset to the village.
3. Queen’s Jubilee get together. The village hall has been pre-booked for Saturday 4th June 2022 for a village get-together to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee. This will take place in the form of tea, cake, wine and nibbles with a registration of interest for the free tree whips which is part of the Jubilee Tree Canopy. The Parish Council would like the many groups that use the village hall during the week to be involved too.  
ACTION:Clerk 
4. Queen’s Jubilee Tree Canopy. Suffolk Woodland Trust are offering two year old whips of native trees to village who sign up to this initiative.  Parishioners can register an interest and receive them free in the early Autumn.
5. Defibrillator update. Following on from last week’s  meeting with a Consultant from the Community Heartbeat Trust a discussion followed which included the news that the only feasible, safe site in the village for such a machine is on the side of the village hall. The Parish Council would like to work with the VHMC with regard to this issue. The Council has funds for the machine and would pay any electricity costs. The machine costs well under £2000 plus fitting and remains the property of the Charity for at least four years. A vote followed as to whether the Council should investigate this venture further with this Charity with Cllr Shurety proposing and Cllr Keagan seconding the motion and the following vote was unanimous in favour of the motion.  The Clerk will now approach the VHMC for permission to have the defibrillator machine screwed on the side of the village hall at the Parish Council’s expense, and then contact the Charity to go ahead with purchasing said machine.
ACTION: Clerk  
6. Farm vehicles driving through local villages. Hargrave Parish Council have asked Cllr Agazarian if Chevington has many issues with agricultural vehicles driving recklessly through the village at all. Following on from a discussion it was decided that although during the harvest there is an increase in the number of agricultural vehicles driving through the village they did not  constitute a nuisance. Cllr Agazarian will contact Hargrave PC with this reply.
ACTION:Cllr Agazarian
7. Stile on Footpath 2 has still not been repaired and Suffolk County Council Footpath Officer appears to be elusive in replying to emails. S C Cllr Soons requests that the email trail between Cllr Agazarian and the Footpath Officer be sent to her and she will contact him and ask him when the repairs will be completed. It has also been noticed that the s tile at the other end of this field has a new fence and it over 6 foot high making the stile very high and difficult to climb over. The Clerk will contact Highways and ask if the stile can be reinstated.
ACTION:Cllr Agazarian and SCCllr Soons
8. Pumping Station in Church Road. No evidence of further flooding has been seen this winter as yet. The ditch that runs in front of Number 3 Church Road is badly silted up. If flooding does occur the Clerk may write to the owner and ask for the ditch be cleared.
9. Gateway village signs in Old Post Office Road and Chedburgh Road. Both these signs are vandalised and rusty and in a very bad state of repair. The Clerk thought the Council were allowed to erect new signs on a like for like basis. However, Cllr Soons informed the Council that they will have to go through Suffolk Highways’ signage procedure and it could cost upwards of £8000. The Clerk will investigate this and Cllr Soons will send via email details of villages that have managed to change their gateway signage
ACTION:Cllr Soons and The Clerk

6. The District Councillor’s report. A copy of his full report is on the Parish Council’s website. The attending parishioner was given leave to talk with the Council and Cllr Chester about the trees in Depden Lane. He will contact her early next week to see what can be done to remedy this situation. 
ACTION:Cllr Chester
A PowerPoint document has been written by West Suffolk Planning Department to be presented to all Parishes within Cllr Chester’s Ward later in the year. The Council thanked Cllr Chester for organising this as it will help all Councillors with any planning matters that occur going forwards.

7. The County Councillor’s report. A full copy of this report is published on the village’s website. The annual precept has been set with around 90% of all households in Suffolk being placed within Band B. Over 1,000 street lights have changed to LED lights saving money and cutting carbon use all over Suffolk. A pilot scheme of using an electric vehicle as a bus has started in Snape. If this works well it similar schemes will be rolled out across the County. A report is being written looking into post Covid-19 mental health wellbeing issues in all ages across the County.

8. Parish Councillors’ reports
1. Cllr Keegan. Speeding cars continue to be an issue in New Road. Neighbours in this area are also parking on the grass verges causing major damage to the grass. Clerk to contact Highways to ask for suggestion on how to stop this practice.
ACTION:Clerk
2. Cllr McCormack. He is currently the Chair of the VHMC and will liaise with the Clerk over the defibrillator machine
3. Cllr Briggs – The  annual forms for the CSW liability insurance were handed out and completed by those in the team. He will send them off to the Co-ordinator. His VAS data volunteer, George, stood and spoke about the data he has collected during the early part of last year. This data seems to indicate that New Road and Chedburgh Road have the highest number of  speeding vehicles. The Clerk will send this information on to the Suffolk Police Speeding Team and request the ANPR machines visits the village or the Speeding Camera Team. The Clerk would like to thank George for his time in collating this data. It is a very big part of the Council’s initiative to control speeding vehicles through the village.
ACTION:Clerk
4. Cllr Shurety – Church Lane flooding update. No evidence of flooding so far this winter. He will take photographs if there is any.
ACTION:Cllr Shurety
5. Cllr Bleeze. He will photograph the stile along Footpath 2 that has the new fence attached to it and send it on to the Clerk for reference.
ACTION:Cllr Bleeze
		 
9.  Parish Council Finances: 

1. The following invoices were authorised for payment. Proposed by Cllr Agazarian seconded by Cllr Keagan. Unanimously voted in favour. 

	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Cheque No /BACS

	76
	Clerk expenses and mileage allowance and general stationary supplies
	37.87
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	77
	Clerk’s salary 72 hours at £12/hr October/November/December 2021
	£753.80
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	78
	Clerk’s tax to HMRC for October/November/December 2021
	£110.20
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS



2. The bank statement since last meeting as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance) were discussed and signed as seen
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council
Bank account balance stands at £29,105.29

10.	The Clerk’s report about progress of actions from last meeting.
1. 	The Application for Precept document adopted during the last meeting was signed.
2. 	The Council’s meetings’ filming protocol was readopted and signed by the Chair
3.	The Burial Ground Prices were discussed. The Clerk has been asked to research if the price list can exclude non parishioners from Chevington and Chedburgh from purchasing a plot or if the current price can be doubled for these applicants
4. 	Old tree alongside boundary of Cornerways, Old Post Office Road. This runs alongside Footpath 5 and is on Glebe land. Clerk to report it to Highways via their reporting tool.
ACTION:Clerk
5.	Suffolk County Council Transport Strategy consultation has been circulated to all Councillors. No action to be taken by Clerk
6. 	Community Governance Review West Suffolk has been circulated to all Councillors.  Consultation period from 4th January to 28th January. No action to be taken by Clerk
7.	Plug in Suffolk Community Grant initiative EOI v2 (Electric charging points) The Council does not own anywhere in the village to have this initiative set up. No further action needed.
8.	Emergency Plan review. No need to review this at this time as it was only re-adopted and logged with Suffolk County Council last year.
9.	Hedge on boundary of Burial Ground and field. The horses have now left the field. The Clerk will contact the land owner’s daughter and ask if we can send in our contractor at our cost. The contractor can do all the work from the burial ground side of the hedge and her field would not receive any damage.
ACTION:Clerk

	
11. Planning
1. DC/21/1550/HH - 2 Garrods End Chevington Bury St Edmunds Suffolk IP29 5QY- a. two storey side, front and rear extension (following the demolition of the existing garage) b. single storey rear extension (following demolition of the existing conservatory) (Approved)
2. DC/21/1971/HH -  Fieldside Cottage Old Post Office Road Chevington IP29 5RE - cart lodge extension to existing garage and new roof (Approved)
3. DC/21/2099/HH - Field View 3 Garrods End Chevington IP29 5QY - part single storey and part two storey side and rear extensions including first floor annexe (pending decision)
	
12.  Boundary signs. See item 5:9

13. Agenda items for next meeting. Cllr Bleeze sends his apologies

1. Parking on New Road grass verges 
2. Gateway signs
3. Stiles on Footpath 2 (x2)
4. Burial Ground Pricing
5. VAS data and Suffolk Police Speeding Team
6. Defibrillator machine purchase

14. Date of next Meeting 
Thursday February 24th 2022
	

Website: https://chevington.onesuffolk.net/


SIGNED …………………………………………………………………………..


DATE ………………………………………………………
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