Page 7


CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
	
	Clerk:  Frances Betts
	Old Apple Farm

	
	Barrow

	Tel: 01284 810508
	Bury St Edmunds

	
	Suffolk

	Email:chevington-pc@outlook.com
	IP29 5DT


[bookmark: _GoBack]
MINUTES  
Thursday 14th September 2017

Attendees:  Cllr A McCormack (Chairman), Cllr D Doyle, Cllr C Thurston, Cllr D Sweny, Cllr J Pettit, 2 parishioners, the prospective Borough Councillor for the Conservative Party and Mrs F Betts (Clerk) 

Apologies: SC Cllr K Soons

1. Public participation session (15 minutes)
· The Benefice magazine stated that the field bordering Mill Road and Old Post Office road is owned by the County and a parishioner wanted the record to show that it is not owned by the County but by a local farming business and could this business be asked to cut the hedges as it makes it difficult to see oncoming traffic at the junction. Cllr McCormack will find out who is farming this field at the moment and request they cut the hedge
this winter.
ACTION: Cllr McCormack
· A parishioner wanted to know why the forthcoming election had not been advertised in the village. The Clerk has the poster in her folder and is to post it on the notice board after this meeting. She stated that she did not work full time and that she had only received the poster on 12th September and was posting it as soon as was possible.
ACTION: Clerk
· Cllr Mike Chester introduced himself as the prospective Conservative candidate in the forthcoming Borough Council Elections
· A parishioner asked about the status of the VAS machine and when it would be back up in service. Cllr McCormack stated that it was undergoing repairs and would be back up as soon as it was repaired.

2. Chairman’s welcome, introduction and apologies for absence. S C Cllr K Soons had sent apologies.

3. To receive any declarations of interest by councillors. 
No declarations received.

4. The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 2nd August  2017 were approved and signed as an accurate record.

5. The Chairman’s report was received as follows:

1. Status of the large tree in the Burial Ground. This is due to be cut by a local tree surgeon for free as part of his participation in local communities.
2. BDO and external audit for Accounts 2016/17 – the Council has been charged an extra fee of £36 as the accounts had to be returned for further information to be added. These have now satisfied the auditor and have been passed. The certificate is now up on the notice board.
ACTION: Clerk
3. Hedge growing between the burial ground and the field to the top. Who cuts this? It needs coppicing – This provoked a rather long discussion about who owns this boundary and Cllr Thurston believes he has a document from 1906 which states who owns it. He will bring it along to the next meeting.  Cllr Doyle requested that the Clerk investigates into finding who holds the deed for the burial ground.
ACTION: Cllr Thurston and Clerk
4. VHMC are enquiring about VAT reclaim on purchase price of dishwasher.- Following a discussion it was decided that the Parish Council would buy the dishwasher for the village hall and then sell it to the Village Hall Management Committee. This was proposed by Cllr Thurston and seconded by Cllr Sweny and was a 4 for and 1 against vote with the proviso that the VHMC buy an extended warranty. The Clerk will check out with SALC that is legal before anything happens.
ACTION: Clerk
5. B4RN Anglia. This involves a company that will be offering fast broadband to rural areas and needs to have permission to site a box alongside the Chedburgh Community Centre in Chedburgh. As Chevington  Parish Council is involved with the running of the centre through historic involvement the Chair needs to sign a form for the company to proceed. Cllr McCormack proposed, Cllr Sweny seconded and the following was unanimous for the Chair (and Clerk)to sign the form.  Chairman to send it back to Chair of Chedburgh Community Centre.
ACTION: Chairman Cllr McCormack
6. The Chair spoke of a survey he had been sent via email from ITV news requesting information about the village’s facilities for the youth of the village. Cllr McCormack proposed and Cllr Doyle  seconded and the following vote was unanimous that the survey be completed by the Chair.
ACTION: Cllr McCormack


6. No Borough Councillor’s report received as post still vacant.

7. County Councillor’s report was added to the Correspondence File.

8. To receive Parish Councillors’ reports
Cllr Pettit – wanted to mention that the metal fencing requested for the end of the row of bungalows on Chedburgh Road had been erected and now made that area safe for pedestrians walking along there. She asked for the Clerk to write a thank you letter to the contractors who dealt with it.
ACTION: Clerk

9. The Clerk’s report was received as follows:
1. Insurance has been bought from IOC.org.uk Re: Data Controller Insurance (£35) under LGA s111 (as per last meeting Minute Item 9:5)
2. List of new Councillor courses from SALC sent to Cllr Sweny. Awaiting his decision. (as per last meeting’s Minute Item 8:b). Cllr Sweny is checking his diary and will let the Clerk know at a later date as to which course he wishes to attend
3. Lloyds Bank will not send me details of savings accounts it runs for Business Accounts(as per last meeting’s Minute Item 15). A signatory needs to either go into the Bury branch or to phone up the bank and request details. They will not talk to Clerk as not a signatory.  Details to be discussed by Councillors at Agenda Item 12.
ACTION: Cllr McCormack and Cllr Thurston or Cllr Doyle
4. The Suffolk County Council website page reporting highway maintenance issues has been sent to The Benefice magazine for publication as per last meeting’s Minute Item 11.
5. Expenses form sent to Cllr Doyle as per last meeting’s Minute Item 8:d) This form has been filled in and given to the Clerk for later payment.
6. Letter sent to occupant of house adjoining Garrod’s End and Chedburgh Road thanking him for cutting the grass on the triangular piece of grass next to his property for the last  ten years or so. (Last meeting’s Minute Item 12)
7. Price list for Burial Ground rewritten as per discussion of last meeting. (as per last meeting’s Minute Item 13). It has been sent to all Funeral Directors in the Bury St Edmunds area, to Chevington Parish Church and has been uploaded onto village webpage. This is now the list to refer to.
8. Our Community Action Suffolk Membership is now due for renewal and remains available for free. The council have no objections for continuing with this free membership.
ACTION: Clerk
9. Tree Warden Meeting in Cockfield on 30 September 2017. Cllr Pettit is willing to attend. Clerk to write to Mrs Sue Bruton, current Tree and Foothpath Officer for the  Parish Council to invite her to attend alongside Cllr Pettit. The Council will pay her expenses. Proposed by Cllr Sweny and seconded by Cllr Doyle following vote was unanimous.
ACTION: Clerk
10. Joyce Deverill of Cornerways, Old Post Office Road, to be interred into Grave 93 alongside Stanley Albert. To pay £102 with accordance with Burial Ground price list.
11. Report from SALC meeting in Barrow village hall held on 12.09.2017. This report was mainly concerned with surrounding villages’ speeding issues and was decided by the whole Council that we did not need to attend these meetings in future.
12. By-Election to be held on 28th September 2017 for new Borough Councillor. The poster advertising the candidates was put up on the village notice board.
13. Zurich Insurance due. This year’s premium is for £230.44. (Minute item 10(f) from September 2016 stated that the insurance would be a 3 year fixed term price of £226.37 but premium has risen due to an increase from 9.5% to 12% in the Insurance Tax Premium that is set by the Govt).
14. Whelnetham Parish Council to hold a SALC new councillors workshop in October. Cllr Petti would like to attend. Clerk to send her all information.
ACTION: Clerk
15. Website from Suffolk Cloud and Transparency Code funding. Clerk to research into this more as the current website is very clunky to use and this may be more up-to-date and have more security features. To discuss this further next meeting.
ACTION: Clerk


10. To consider planning applications: None. 
DC/17/1267 – Queen’s Lane : Decision pending 


11. Street Lights in Mill Road opposite the Old Rectory and at top of Church Road(Cllr Doyle) (as per last meeting’s Minute Item 11)
All lights have been updated to eco friendly versions but the light in Mill Road is on the side of the road and does not throw enough light over the pavement for pedestrians. After a discussion it was decided to ask the County Council if this light could be re-sited on the opposite side of the road. Also the light at the top of Church Road and the one at the end of the houses on Chedburgh Road do not throw enough light out as they are covered by tall trees which need cutting back. Clerk to write to County Council.
ACTION:Clerk

12. There was no discussion of Lloyd Bank’s savings accounts as the Clerk had been unable to obtain any information. The Chairman is to enquire and this topic will be added to the next meeting’s agenda.

13. Following a  discussion on the Council’s Standing Orders, Financial Regulation and Code of Conduct, it was decided unanimously on a vote proposed by Cllr McCormack and seconded by Cllr Doyle that the Clerk would update these three forms in time for the next meeting using the model forms provided by SALC. It is to be noted that all Councillors have copies of model forms. As it is an expense to reprint the annotated version of the forms it was decided that only one copy would be printed out with the Councils details within it and that all Councillors would keep the unannotated versions. (Proposed by Cllr Doyle and seconded by Cllr Thurston with the following vote being unanimous)

ACTION:Clerk

14. There has been a decision that Cllr Soons’ meeting to invite the Locality Officer to talk about applying for funding and grants will be held in Bradfield St Claire at a date still be decided. Council will send a group of delegates to attend.

15. The parking issue in Tan Office Lane has been rectified.

16. Boundary issues Re: overgrown hedges and dumping garden waste. On discussion with SALC a council has the power to maintain roadside verges under s.96 Highways Act 1980 but there needs to be consent from the Highways Authority. However, the council would like an article placed in the local Benefice magazine to remind all residents within the village that all ditches are there for the purpose of winter rain run-off to lessen the likelihood of flooding and that these ditches need to be kept clear. Clerk to place article in local Benefice magazine.
ACTION:Clerk

17. Parish Council Finances: to authorise payment of the following invoices:

	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Cheque No

	 004
	F M Betts Clerk expenses
(including £35 ICO.org.uk sub)
	£81.95
	LGA 1972 s111
	844

	004
	F M Betts Clerk Salary
(from 01.05.17 to 02.08.17)
	£638.70
	LGA 1972 s111
	845

	004
	F M Betts Clerk Tax to HMRC
	£159.60
	LGA 1972 s111
	846

	005
	F M Betts Clerk expenses
	£5.40
	LGA 1972 s111
	847

	005
	F M Betts Clerk Salary from 03.09.17 to 30.09.17)
	£340.56
	LGA 1972 s111
	848

	005
	F M Betts Clerk Tax to HMRC
	£85.20
	LGA 1972 s111
	849

	3216
	MacGregor Services Re one grass cutting
	£90
	LGA 1972 s214 (2)
	 850

	19481
	SALC for New Clerk’s 2 day Training Course
	£120.00
	 By Virement
	 824

	19471
	SALC Books x 2
	£27.98
	 By Virement
	 825

	
	Zurich insurance premium
	£230.44
	LGA 2000 s101
	851

	
	Cllr D Doyle (Travel expenses)
	£4.95
	Local Authorities Regulations 2003
	853

	1653041
	BDO (External Auditor)
	£36
	LGA 2000 s101
	852


NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council.    
(Additional cheques added to original agenda as these invoices were received after the distribution date and have to be paid before the next meeting is due.)

18. Confirmation of Lloyd’s TSB Bank Account balance as of August 16th 2017: £33,672.47

19. Agenda Items for future meetings:
· Bank savings accounts
· Cloud Website and Transparency  Code Funding (possible purchase of computer for Clerk)
· Burial Ground deeds
· Discussion about all historical correspondence dealing with Burial Ground
· Lighting update
· Emergency plan
· Budget meeting for 2018/19
· Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Code of Conduct

20. Correspondence File:

· ICO registration form
· VAS Machine analysis data
· Community Emergency Planning email
· Energy Efficiency grants info
· SALC: Litter strategy
· Rural Vulnerability Service – Broadband
· Spread Eagle roadworks
· Election of Borough Councillor
· Magazine ‘The Local Councillor’
· Civil Parking Enforcement working group
· Better Broadband for Suffolk
· Crime reduction advice
· Invitation to free Memorial Workshop
· Suffolk County Soons’ September Report


21. Date of next Meeting – Thursday October 19th at 7pm




 

MEETING CLOSED AT 9.15 PM


Chairman’s Signature:………………………………………………………………


Date:…………………………………………….


Initials


