Deeds to burial ground and village hall can be found at Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds

CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES FOR 24TH FEBRUARY 2022

Attendees:  Cllr L Agazarian (Chair), Cllr Keegan (Vice Chair), Cllr A McCormack , Cllr Briggs, Cllr Shurety, SCClr Soons, DCllr Chester, Mr A Shepherd (NT Ickworth General Manager) and the Clerk
Apologies: Cllr Bleeze
	
1. Chairman welcomed everyone and made introductions. 

2. No declarations of interest by councillors were made.

3. [bookmark: _Hlk499632902]The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on January 13th 2022 were signed as an accurate representation of the meeting.

4. Public participation session (15 minutes). Mr A Shepherd, General Manager at NT Ickworth spoke to the Council of his plans for the property. The Neighbours of Ickworth Pass is still available for all parishioners of Chevington to purchase for £5 per person. It allows full access to the property and park.

5. The Chairman’s report was received.

1. Locality Budget for Jubilee celebrations from District Councillor Mike Chester. Applications open in March. Clerk to apply.			
ACTION:Clerk
2. Jubilee Celebration. Hall is booked for Saturday June 4th. Volunteers needed to help. Clerk to advertise for help.
Chair has information for a local company that sells bunting. Clerk and Chair to look in to it and buy such supplies. Proposed by Cllr Shurety and seconded by Cllr McCormack for the Clerk or Chair to buy bunting and flags for the upcoming Jubilee. They can then be used at any subsequent celebrations. 		                                                                                       ACTION:Clerk
3. Parking in New Road. This is becoming quite a problem. Cllr Keagan will take photos once the evenings get lighter.			
ACTION:Cllr Keagan
4. Gateway/Boundary signage. No news on this issue to report as SCC Highways have not replied to email requests for information. Cllr Soons mentioned checking our SCC’s Community Self Help Initiative for information. She will liaise for us if we need further help.

6. The District Councillor’s report was received:
1. WSD Council Budget was agreed.
2. There is locality money of £500 available for each Parish Council to apply for.
3. Cllr Chester has been elected Chair of the Council for this coming year. It is a role similar to Mayor. The Chairman gave her and the Council’s congratulations to him.

7. The County Councillor’s report was received.
1. SCC Budget was agreed.
2. £10 million was agreed to improve drainage over 3 years

8. Parish Councillors’ reports were received.
1. Cllr Keegan – off road parking on New Road is becoming quite a problem. It forces the school children to walk on the road to get to the school bus as the cars are all parked on the verge. Cllr Keagan will take photos of the evening and weekend parking before the Council speaks to SCC Highways.
2. Cllr McCormack – burial ground hedge has been cut back. It will need doing annually. Clerk to ask McGregor’s if they will do this at the same time they cut the burial ground side of the hedge.			         ACTION:Clerk
Cllr McCormack asked if the PC could look in to purchasing a flag pole for the village hall so that a flag could be erected during celebratory times. Clerk to check out regulations and prices regarding this. 		         ACTION:Clerk
3. Cllr Briggs – Speed watch. New speed camera unit has been received. A faster laptop is needed to collect the data from the VAS machine. The clerk suggested he use the retired PC laptop (5 years old). He has not completed the  request forms to have the ANPR unit to visit the village. Clerk to help.									         ACTION:Clerk
4. Cllr Shurety – Attended a committee meeting held by the Village Hall Management Committee. They have several plans to upgrade the hall including adding smart flower pots on the front of the outside of the hall. They need more parishioners to join the committee. Clerk to advertise this on the notice board and around the village.			         ACTION:Clerk
He has renewed the PC’s Facebook page and profile. Several parishioners are asking after the stiles in and near the burial ground and also the new footpath by Ickworth’s monument is closed off. Clerk to enquire why.
ACTION:Clerk
5. Cllr Bleeze – Had previously photographed the two stiles previously mentioned which assisted the SCC’s footpath officer. He has written to the land owner requesting they comply with the County’s stile policy.

9.  Parish Council Finances: 
Councillor Briggs proposed and Cllr Agazarian seconded the proposal to agree to pay and sign the following documents and invoices. The following vote was unanimous and the proposal was carried.
1. The annual Financial Risk Assessment was adopted and signed.
2. The internal control statement for year ending 31 March 2022 was adopted and signed
3. The bank statement since last meeting as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance) was discussed and signed.
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council
4. Bank account balance stands at £28,383.42
5. Budget to actual spend from November 2021-February 2022
	Details
	Actual Spend
£
	Budget

£
	From Reserve
(Budgeted) £
	Amount to pay


£
	Balance in Account


£

	Up to Feb 2022
	7951.43
	7377
	1025.46
	
	28,383.42

	Still to pay
	
	
	
	272.89
	

	Remain of this year’s Precept
	451.03
	
	
	
	



6. The  payment of the following invoices was agreed

	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Cheque No /BACS

	25400
	SALC training  course x 2 modules for Clerk
	£60
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	79
	Clerk expenses
	£52.89
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	80
	Clerk expense. Use of home as official office. Annual payment
	£160
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	
	Decals and Stickers
	£5.27
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	81
	Clerk (Sabre Paints enamel paint for gateway sign)
	£13.90
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	
	Stuart Bradnam – cutting burial ground hedge
	£300
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10
	BACS





Monies received
	Cheque or BACS
	Received from
	Amount
	Received for

	Cheque
	Saxon Memorial
	£90
	Erection of new memorial in burial ground

	Cheque
	Bierton and Woods
	£90
	Erection of new memorial in burial ground



10.The Clerk’s report about progress of actions from last meeting was received.
1. 	Unable to adopt the Council’s Standing Orders as Clerk not able to update document. To defer this until a later meeting.
	2.	McAfee subscription on Year 2 of 2-year deal. Due in January 2023
3.	Defibrillator machine. Due diligence continues. Contacted several local PCs who work with Community Heartbeat Trust and have asked questions. Am awaiting some replies
4.	Created posters for upcoming Jubilee Celebrations. Hall booked for June 4th all day. Placed posters in village hall and on notice board. Need to complete H&S assessment.
5.	Highways Reports: 
1. Footpath 5 – old ash tree is alive and Suffolk County Council will not be cutting it down or cutting off branches.
2. Footpath 2. Stile close to burial ground has had non slip treatment added to the steps and the newly erected tall fencing further in to the footpath has been reported to the Footpath Officer as it falls outside the standard measurements. He has visited and will be contacting the landowner.
3. Contacted Highways for information on how to replace/repair boundary/gateway sign on village entrance in Chedburgh Road.
6.	Received two applications for memorials to be erected in burial ground along with two cheques
7.	Attended two training sessions for Clerks with SALC.
8.	Work on BT phone box is booked in for mid-May as the weather is likely to be better by then.
9.	Benefice magazine not invoicing charges this year. There has been a complaint about late delivery of the magazine to some households. Clerk to investigate. 						
ACTION:Clerk
10. 	Keep Britain Tidy Initiative – 25th March – 10th April 2022. Council request Clerk arranges the annual litter pick.				         ACTION:Clerk
11.	Thurston planning decision and neighbourhood plan and what it means for other Parish Councils
12.	Pay scale review
13.	New Code of Conduct rules. To discuss next meeting.

11.Planning
1. DC/21/1621/HYB – Hybrid Planning Application 70 kilometre pipeline at Gazeley, Isleham and Wooditton. Clerk has replied ‘No objections’ This application does not touch the village of Chevington. 
2. DC/22/0182/TPO. 4 Grange Mill, Chevington. IP29 5PQ. TPO 169a (1992) tree preservation order- two Field maple (T1 and T2 on plan within A1 on order) prune back to fence line by up to 1.5 metres. Following a discussion and with help from information from our Tree Preservation Officer the Council have no objections to this work being carried out. Clerk to write to the Planning Dept.
ACTION:Clerk

12. Burial Ground Prices
Following a discussion about raising the prices it was decided to put this item on to the next meeting’s agenda.

13.Agenda items for next meeting
	1. Burial ground prices
	2. Emergency plan 
	3. Headway donation
	4. Boundary/gateway sign
	5. Standing Orders
	6. New Code of Conduct
	7. New sign for footpath map


14. Date of next Meeting 
Wednesday 6th April 2022
Meeting ended at 20.50 hours

Website: https://chevington.onesuffolk.net/



SIGNED:- ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


DATE:- ………………………………………………………………………….
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