NB: Deeds for the village hall and the burial ground can be found at Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds

VILLAGE WEBSITE CAN BE FOUND ON:- http://chevington.onesuffolk.net/

`CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES for PARISH COUNCIL MEETING Thursday February 29th 2024

Attendees: Cllr Shurety, Cllr Bleeze, Cllr McCormack, Cllr Keegan ,Cllr Saunders, , Cllr Robertson, West Suffolk District Cllr M Chester, one parishioner  and Mrs F Betts (Clerk/RFO)
Apologies: Cllr St Clair Roberts, SCCllr Soons
	
1. Welcome by Chairman and apologies for absence received
2. Following Declarations of Interest by Councillors received:- Cllr Robertson Item 9:1. He is also a member of the PCC (Item 6:2) but has no personal financial interest.
3. Minutes of the Meeting held 11th January 2024 were approved and signed
4. Public Participation. 
5. The following Chairman’s Report was received:
1. Councillor Training. Fewer than half of Chevington PC attended this training. Those that did felt it was a very interesting course. The Clerk appreciated the updates she learnt.
2. Trip hazard on pavement at Tan Office Lane. Suffolk Highways are due to carry out the work in the next few weeks and the PC agreed to rest this item.
3. Burial ground and drainage update. The company that the Clerk had been talking to felt that this project was too small for them to do. The ground remains waterlogged and following a short discussion it was agreed to go back to the original plan of using the back row for any future burials and for the Clerk to obtain quotes for clearing the ditch of debris on both sides of the concrete bridge. The Clerk has cleared away the Christmas floral tributes (4 large black bin bags worth).
ACTION:Clerk
4. BT phone box and electricity update. The quote from UK Power Networks is just under £6000 and the Clerk felt that this was not good value for public money spending so she asked a qualified electrician to check the voltage of the electricity in the BT phone box. It appears to have NO electricity within the box at all. The thick wire covered in tape is not live. Therefore, Cllr Keagan who made up the shelving was asked to box this wire so no one can reach it and the Clerk will let the volunteer who wants to run the Book Swap that the site is almost ready for her use.
ACTION: Cllr Keagan & the Clerk
5. Community Speed Watch Team. Posters are up around the village. Chedburgh have been asked to join to help increase the numbers
6. Parish Councillor’s reports
1. Cllr Saunders - – ditch running along back of Grange Mill and terraced houses. Cllr Chester asked Cllr Saunders to send him details of this ditch with photographs. A tree has been cut down which stood in the ditch but the ditch was not cleared. Cllr Chester will investigate. Clerk to ask WSC Parks Dept why the tree was removed.
ACTION:Cllr Chester & the Clerk
2. Cllr  Robertson – Glebe Land meeting with Diocese. Following a recent meeting with the PCC and the Diocese’s finance office, the Glebe Land in the village (to the rear of New Road and the triangle land running along Mill Road and Old Post Office Road) could be made available to the village for a fee. Cllr Chester and the Diocese would support the village for a small community project but would need the village to produce its own Neighbourhood Plan. Cllr Chester suggested the Clerk approach Hargrave PC’s Chair as they have carried out a similar project and ask him to come and talk to the Council and the parishioners in an Extraordinary Meeting. The Clerk  said that she did not have sufficient paid hours to run this project but following on from the training the Council could set up a separate  Working Party. The Clerk to book the hall sometime in April and to find out about how to go about with this and if there are any grants available.
ACTION:The Clerk
3. Cllr Bleeze – Extra dog waste bins. A parishioner has requested for another bin to be placed in the village. Clerk informed the Council that WSC were looking into changing their policies on this and were not taking on new accounts. The bins which now have to be dual waste bins with general litter cost about £800 inc VAT.
7. County Councillor’s Report was not received as she had sent her apologies
8. District Councillor’s Report was received. Full copy can be found on Parish Council’s website
9. Planning Applications
1. DC/24/0173/VAR – Chevington Lodge Farmhouse, New Road, Chevington - variation of condition 2 of DC23/0517/FUL to allow use of amended drawings. NO OBJECTIONS
2. DC/23/0988/FUL - Hollybush House Weathercock Hill Chevington Suffolk IP29 5RG Amended (consultation ends March 4th 2024) Planning application- Expansion of stud farm and extension to dwelling, including - a. Staff accommodation block (two units) b. Staff accommodation block (one unit) with garaging and storage for dwelling, following demolition of existing stables c. three livestock barns, three all-weather paddocks, two covered horse walkers, storage building, stable block and covered lunge ring d. Office extension to northern barn e. External alterations to northern barn f. Part two-storey/part single storey side extension to dwelling g. New site access h. New access track to serve dwelling i. New access track to serve stud k. Landscaping, infrastructure and associated works NO OBJECTIONS IN PRINCIPLE BUT TO ADD A CONDITION THAT ALL TRAFFIC ENTERS THE SITE VIA THE A143 AND NOT THROUGH THE VILLAGE DUE TO THE NARROW, BENDY LANE AND THE FREQUENT BUSES.

10. The Financial Officer’s report was received as follows.

1. To authorise payment of the following invoices:  Proposed by Cllr Keagan, seconded by Cllr Bleeze with the following unanimous vote to pay:

	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	                        
                          £
	Statute Power
	BACS or 
Cheque No

	125
	Clerk/RFO January monthly salary 
	372.06
	s112 LGA 1972
	SO

	126
	Clerk  expenses
	24.30
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	127
	Clerk/RFO February monthly salary
	372.06
	s112 LGA 1972
	SO

	128
	Annual Use of home
	160
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	129
	Clerk Overtime. 14 hours at £14.31/hour
	200.34
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	n/a
	Mr M Rogers – fabrication of new village noticeboard
	1090
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	28141
	SALC training – cost shared with Chedburgh Parish Council
	305.40
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	9177
	Hire of hall 6 hours at new hourly rate £6phr
	36
	S133 LGA 1972
	BACS


The increase in the hourly hire of the hall was noted and the Clerk was given permission to continue to pay the VHMC on receipt of the invoice as per the Internet Financial Standing Orders.
2. All bank transactions since last meeting were discussed and signed off(as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance) and Minuted item 9:6 23rd June 2022.)
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council. 

3. Confirmation of Lloyd’s Bank Account balance. £23,692.23
4. Confirmation of money received: £300 for purchase of Plot 80 in burial ground; £100 for added inscription to existing memorial; £190 for application for new memorial
 (total £590) and VAT reclaimed £316.36
5. Financial Risk Assessment was signed
6. Assets Register was signed
7. Internal Control Report was signed
8. Internal Control Statement was signed

11. The Clerk’s Report was received
1. Trip hazard on Tan Office Lane (See Item 5:2)
2. Footpath along route linking Road with Tan Office Lane has been reported
3. Cloud storage for all PC documents (computer not allowing updates). Clerk to source costs for a new computer for May 2024
4. Lone Working Policy. In principle this was agreed and the Clerk to write a new policy.
5. Volunteer stepped forward to act as Footpath Officer
6. Footpath signage – No news to report. Clerk to re report
7. More nature development from West Suffolk Local Plan. Clerk was asked to write to WSC and say that they support this idea

12. VAS Data
Following a short discussion it was decided to request that  Suffolk Police Speed Camera Unit add Chedburgh Road (outside of the village hall) as a suitable place to their list of locations for future visits.
ACTION:Clerk 
13. Next agenda items
1. Broadband coverage across the village
2. Bungalow next to pub and excess cars parking
3. Neighbourhood Plan
4. Quotes for ditch clearance in burial ground
5. Ditch at Grange Mill

14. Date of next Meetings – 
Annual Parish Meeting - Wednesday May 8th 2024 in the hall start at 7pm 
Annual General Parish Council Meeting straight afterwards at 7.30pm



Meeting ended at 20.55 hrs








SIGNED  ……………………………………………………………………….                   DATE ………………………………………..
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