Deeds to burial ground and village hall can be found at Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds

CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES 8TH APRIL 2021
	
	Clerk:  Frances Betts
	Old Apple Farm

	
	Barrow

	Tel: 01284 810508
	Bury St Edmunds

	
	Suffolk

	Email:chevington-pc@outlook.com
	IP29 5DT



Attendees: Cllr L Agazarian (Chair), Cllr A McCormack (Vice Chair), Cllr Keegan, Cllr Briggs, Cllr Shurety Cllr Bleaeze, DCllr Chester and Mrs Betts, Clerk & RFO.

1. Public participation session (15 minutes). No member of the public attended.

2. Chairman’s welcome, introduction and apologies for absence from SCCllr Soons. 

3. No declarations of interest by councillors were received.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk499632902]The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on February 25th 2021 to be signed as a true record.

5. The Chairman’s report

1. VAS siting of pole in Old Post Office Road meeting. The Chair has a virtual meeting arranged to meet with the SCC Officer who works from Lowestoft to discuss the siting of the replacement VAS pole.
2. Individual litter pickers. This initiative is going well and the village certainly looks much tidier. This will continue to be advertised around the village to encourage parishioners to join in.
3. Recycling. The Chair has organised a virtual meeting with the Waste enforcement Officer, Amon Zsocs from WSC to discuss the siting of recycling bins in the village.
4. Ditches and Riparian Rights. The Chair has had a meeting with David Smith from Anglian Water about the consistent flooding of the pumping station at the bottom of Church Road. She was sent a very technical document regarding this unit and she has now organised a meeting with Matt Rolfe, our local officer for Anglian Water. She hopes to have a site meeting and will update and invite all Councillors to attend including DCllr Chester.
ACTION: Cllr Agazarian
5. Little Tea Cups mother & toddler group. The Chair has had a meeting with a parishioner from Chevington who is keen to relaunch Little Tea Cups mother and toddler group which ran at the Erskine Centre pre Covid. Several Chevington mothers attended. She requested help with funding this relaunch. DCllr Chester is willing to offer her Chevington’s part of his Locality Budget. Following on from a short discussion the Parish Council decided that this would be acceptable as it would help young families with their mental health following on from the Covid lockdowns. Cllr Chester will forward the application form to the Clerk who will send it on the parishioner.
ACTION:Clerk and DCllr Chester
6. Linking footpaths. David Taylor, Hargrave Parish Council Chair contacted Cllr Agazarian and asked if Chevington PC would consider linking all footpaths with Hargrave and Ousden so that there was one long footpath for all to use. There was no opposition to this proposal and Cllr Agazarian will pursue this idea further.
ACTION:Cllr Agazarian
7. Work experience student for the summer. The Clerk suggested that the Council pay a local student to scan all documents in the large filing cupboard so that there was a digital copy of all archived material. Following on from a short discussion it was decided that it was not a good idea to just have these digital copies within the ethernet which has recently been publicised as a bad activity for the environment.
8. Benefice magazine article. The Chair is hoping to write an article asking parishioners what they want from the village hall in terms of activities and use. The Council agreed with this and await the results.
ACTION:Cllr Agazarian

6. The District Councillor’s report was received. His report has been uploaded on to the website. There is a long article about local authority neighbourhood planning and also details about recycling and what to put in for recycling and what should not be put in. Also, the trees in Depden Lane should be checked this year as part of the four-year tree checking policy and if they are deemed to need pruning this would be completed after the birds have finished nesting. Finally, the grubbed out hedge in Depden Lane is still an ongoing investigation.

7. The County Councillor’s report. SCClr Soons did not attend as she is up for re-election in May 2021 and is in the middle of re-election process.

8. To receive Parish Councillors’ reports
1. Cllr McCormack – the VHMC are due to meet in the near future once social distancing rules allow. They have receive another large grant which will help with any future relaunch.
2. Cllr Keegan – cars continue to park on the grass verges. The Clerk will print out some DO NOT PARK signs for him to plant on the verges.
ACTION:Clerk and Cllr Keagan
YARA lorries and Tesco Home Delivery vans constantly speed through the village at all hours. DCllr Chester to be informed so that he can investigate this further.
ACTION:Clerk
3. Cllr Briggs – Community Speed Watch application forms have been sent to Suffolk Speed Police Team. Seven parishioners have come forward to volunteer for this scheme. VAS machine data is being collected with a view to requesting the village has use of the new ANPR machines.
4. Cllr Shurety – continues to help with the VAS machines.
5. Cllr Bleeze – Large tractors from a local farmer have been driving down Church Road to the fields and have driven over the grass verges and caused serious damage. The Clerk asked for photographic evidence and then she will write to the farmer’s agent requesting they make these verges good. Also this is a residential area and is there no other route these large tractors can take.
ACTION:Clerk, Cllrs Bleeze and Shurety
Cllr Bleeze also asks if Queen’s Lane could be designated a quiet lane under the Suffolk County Council quiet lanes initiative. Cllr Agazarian stated that this had previously been looked in to and that the grant being offered was by no way enough to carry out this action. However, the speeding car that is frequently seen driving along the lane will be reported to Suffolk Police Speeding Team once the number plate can be obtained.
		 

9.  Parish Council Finances: 

1. INTERNAL CONTROL STATEMENT FOR YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2021 will be signed.
2. s137 donation to Women’s Refuge. Proposed by Cllr Keagan and seconded by Cllr Briggs for £50 to given to this local charity under s137 LGA 1972. The following vote was unanimous.
ACTION:Clerk
3. s137 donation to E.A.C.H. Following on from a short discussion it was decided that as the Council had donated last year and that this was a fairly high profile local charity and would obtain money form other avenues the Council would not be donating to it this year. However, Cllr Shurety proposed £50 should be given to the Air Ambulance charity and Cllr Agazarian seconded. The following vote was unanimous for the Air Ambulance to receive £50 under s137 LGA 1972.
ACTION:Clerk
4. Internal Audit is to take place at the end of next week (16th April)

1. The following invoices were authorised for payment. Proposed by Cllr Bleeze and seconded by Cllr Keagan with the following vote being unanimous for the Clerk to pay:

	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Cheque No/BACS

	64
	Clerk salary for January, February, March 2021. 84.5 hours at £12 per hour
	£812.80
	s112 LGA 1972
	Via BACS

	65
	Clerk PAYE for January, February, March 2021
	£201.20
	s112 LGA 1972
	Via BACS

	66
	Clerk expenses and mileage allowance
	£103.38
	s112 LGA 1972
	Via BACS

	24193
	SALC Finance – Payroll Service
	£22.80
	S112 LGA 1972
	Via BACS

	4241
	McGregor’s Services x1 burial ground grass cutting
	£90.00
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10
	Via BACS

	24585
	SALC annual membership fee
	£340.05
	s112 LGA 1972
	Via BACS

	
	s137 donation to Lighthouse Women’s Refuge
	£50
	S137 LGA 1972
	Cheque No

	
	(Helimed House, Hangar 14, Gambling Close, Norwich NR6 6EG, 03450 669 999|www.eaaa.org.uk | email: regulargiving@eaaa.org.uk) s137 donation to East Anglian Air Ambulance
	£50
	S137 LGA 1972
	Cheque No



2. The bank statement was discussed and seen as the latest statement since last meeting as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance)
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council
Bank account balance stands at £28,837.88 as of 1st April 2021

10.The Clerk’s report about progress of actions from last meeting was received.
1. Clerk’s hours and role. The Clerk charges £12 an hour and is not asking for a rise this year but does ask for unlimited overtime to be considered. The previous year has been very difficult running the Council in only 6 hours a week. Following a short discussion with Cllr Briggs proposing and all Councillors seconding it was unanimously agreed for this proposal to be carried. The computer purchased under the Transparency Code in 2017 is no longer fit for purpose as it does not have the capacity to work properly with the latest Microsoft updates and the Clerk asked for a new more up-to-date computer be purchased. Cllr Agazarian proposed and Cllr Briggs seconded that a new computer be bought for the Parish Council to be used by the Clerk/ This was unanimously carried. Cllr Shurety said he would research in to suitable computers. 
ACTION:Cllr Shurety
	2. Liaised with WSC officer regarding the available space in the burial ground
	3. Completed last year’s annual accounts. To be sent to internal auditor for review
4. Attended Suffolk Police Speeding Forum. ANPR machines will be allocated to those Parish Councils who have up-to-date data from VAS machines highlighting the problem roads.
	5. Website pages have been updated
6. Defibrillators. This is not as simple as first thought. A site needs to be decided upon, electricity supply needs to be considered and who will pay for it, and finally how the cost of the machine will be decided. Clerk to carry on with research.
ACTION:Clerk
	7. Received box of archived documents from ex Cllr Thurston’s son
8. Application for adopting BT box. Again, this is not as simple as first thought. All Councillors ought to look at the documents before they are sent. Clerk to send document to all Council members.
ACTION:Clerk
9. Large trees in Depden Lane. To be checked by West Suffolk District Council under their 4-year plan.
	10. Footpath 5 and flooding. Clerk to resend complaint to SCC Footpath Officer..
11. Community Speed Watch application has been received by the Suffolk Police Speed Team and the kit is guaranteed and training will follow in the Spring.
12. Suffolk County Council elections are due to take place on 6th May 2021. The village hall is to be used for a Polling Station.
13. Annual meetings to be held in May. The change in law regarding virtual meetings comes to an end on 7th May 2021. Therefore, the Clerk asks if the Annual Meetings can be brought forward to May 6th via Zoom. All the Council agreed.
14. Change meeting dates for the year? The Clerk is unable to attend the October meeting and asked if this meeting could be postponed until November and then have the budget meeting with the monthly meeting either on the same date or to hold it the week after the budget meeting. Following on from a short discussion it was decided to hold both the budget meeting and the postponed October meeting concurrently on the same day. November 11th. The August meeting will be held in September. The Clerk to send the new dates to the Council. 
15. Locality budgets from Cllrs Chester and Soons. Cllr Chester was discussed earlier in this meeting (Item 5:5) and our Suffolk County Councillor’s locality budget will be available after the May elections.

11.Planning
	No planning applications outstanding as of 1st April 2020. 

12.Emergency Plan – the draft to be resent to all Councillors to read it through and discuss at next meeting.
	
13. Agenda items for next meeting
	1. Emergency Plan

14. Date of next Meeting is at 7.30pm Thursday May 6th 2021 and will take place after the Annual Parish Meeting due to take place at 7pm both via Zoom Pro.


Meeting finished at 20:42 hours




SIGNED:……………………………………………………………..  DATE:………………………………………..


Website:https://chevington.onesuffolk.net/
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