NB: Deeds for the village hall and the burial ground can be found at Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds

VILLAGE WEBSITE CAN BE FOUND ON:- http://chevington.onesuffolk.net/

`CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES PARISH COUNCIL MEETING Thursday August 24th  2023

Attendees: Cllr Shurety (Chair), Cllr Bleeze (Vice Chair), Cllr McCormack, Cllr Keagan, Cllr Saunders, SCCllr Soons, WSDCllr Chester. Mrs Betts (Clerk/RFO) and two members of the public.
1. Welcome by Chairman with no apologies for absence. 
2. No Declarations of Interest by Councillors received.
3. The Minutes of the Meeting held 22nd June 2023 were signed and approved.
4. Public Participation. Two members of the parish who had attended the previous meeting stood to express their intention to join the Parish Council and fill the two Councillor Vacancies. They explained who they were and why they wished to join the Council (the Clerk had previously checked their credentials to join) . Following two separate votes they were duly co-opted on to the Council. The Clerk gave them the necessary official documents to read and sign and send back to her. The Chair welcomed Cllr Robertson and Cllr St Clair Roberts to the Council. Cllr Robertson declared an interest in two items on the agenda (item 6:1 and Item 9:6)
5. The Chairman’s Report was as follows: 
1. Request for donation - All Saint Church, Chevington (left over budget from East of England Co-op warm hub grant). When asked SALC said to ask the donor if they minded. The Clerk has asked East of England Co-op if the remainder of the grant can be gifted to the Food Bank run by the church. They replied that it could. Cllr Shurety proposed, Cllr Bleeze seconded for this money to be transferred to the Church’s Food Bank project. Following vote was unanimous so the Clerk is to send the remainder to the Treasurer for the Church.
ACTION:Clerk
2. Speeding on Hargrave Road has become quite an issue this summer with vehicles speeding at all times. The Clerk has sought guidance from Suffolk Highways and Suffolk Police Speeding Team. With this information the Clerk enabled the successful handover of the VAS equipment to the new co-ordinator (Cllr Shurety) from the previous co-ordinator and has devised a plan of action for this vital piece of kit to be used around the village to collect data of where and when vehicles speed. This data will be collated and sent to Suffolk police who will review and send the Police Speed Camera Unit to the village if the data dictates.
3. As part of this new initiative the Clerk asked Cllr Soons to ensure that the SLOW sign on Hargrave Road be repainted. This has now been done.
4. Cllr Shurety checked the status of the batteries for the  VAS machine and it was decided that they still had some life in them Cllr Soons mentioned that the Council could ask for her Locality budget to be used to purchase some news ones. The Clerk has sourced the price for new batteries and as this is below £100 the Council felt Cllr Soons’ locality budget would not be needed. Solar panels cannot be used with this VAS machine as the panels are static and the VAS machine the Council use moves location every two weeks or so, so is not compatible.
6. To receive Parish Councillor’s reports
6:1 Cllr Robertson – village questionnaire. The Parochial Council are devising a questionnaire about how parishioners view the future of the village. This questionnaire will be sent to all households in the village with details of how to fill out the form either on paper or via a survey web site. The Parish Council agreed in principle at the last meeting to work alongside the Parochial Council with this initiative. Cllr Bleeze proposed and Cllr Keagan seconded that the Parish Council pay for the printing of the paper questionnaires up to a total of £45. The following vote was unanimous with Cllr Robertson abstaining from voting. The Parish Council also agreed to pay for the hire of the hall for a meeting post questionnaire for the parishioners to hear the results. (proposed by Cllr McCormack, seconded by Cllr Shurety with the following vote being unanimous – Cllr  Robertson did not vote). The Parochial Council are taking the lead in booking the hall.                                         ACTION: Cllr Robertson
6:2 Cllr McCormack – ditch that runs along Hargrave Road from the Greyhound pub towards the garage has a broken drain under the road. He asks if the Clerk can investigate and request it being looked at by Suffolk Highways or Anglian Water. Clerk to investigate and find out who owns this strip of land as it was thought it was owned by WSC
ACTION:The Clerk
6:3 Cllr Sanders – following on from an email the Clerk had sent to the Council regarding funding opportunities from WSC he asked if the Council could obtain some funding to start a project aimed at helping the older parishioners such as a weekly/monthly coffee morning in the hall aimed as providing information from Age Concern and company for people over the age of 65. The Clerk mentioned the Thursday coffee club and said she would contact the organiser to see if she wanted to add this service to the meeting. There is the Rural Coffee Caravan that currently provides this service and the Clerk will contact them for further information.
ACTION:The Clerk
Cllr Sanders also mentioned the ditch that runs alongside the terraced housing on Hargrave Road and Grange Mill field. He says that this is in need of some maintenance. He was asked to send some photographs to the Clerk who will sent on to Suffolk Highways reporting tool and WSC maintenance team
ACTION:Cllr Sanders
6:4 Cllr Bleeze – overgrown vegetation on the verge of Chedburgh Rd between the crossroads and the village hall. Cllr Soons asked for a photo to be taken and sent to her alongside the report number from an earlier report made by the Clerk on Suffolk Highways reporting tool. She would then follow up the report. Clerk to re-report it too.
ACTION:Cllr Bleeze, Cllr Soons, The Clerk
7. County Councillor’s Report. No report this month as August has been a quiet month. She reminded everyone that anyone can contact Suffolk Highways via their reporting tool and the details are available by googling Suffolk highways’ reporting tool and following the links.
8. District Councillor’s Report. The following planning applications have been followed up by Cllr Chester after a request was made by the Clerk. DC/23/0989/LB and DC/23/0988/FUL are being considered by the Ecology and Environment Team with the tree planting and product specification to be used being looked at carefully. This is normal procedure but does take time.  All  other applications have been granted with DC/23/1124/HH still in consultation. The enforcement office will be contacted again to find out what is happening with the possible illegal new fence on left of Depden Lane.
ACTION:Cllr Chester
9. Planning Applications
1. DC/23/1124/HH - 5 Garrods End Chevington Suffolk IP29 5QY- detached cart lodge (Decision pending)
2. DC/23/0989/LB: Hollybush House Weathercock Hill Chevington Suffolk IP29 5RG Proposal Planning application- Expansion of stud farm and extension to dwelling, including - a. Staff accommodation block (5 units) b. Staff accommodation block (1 unit) with garaging and storage for dwelling, following demolition of existing stables c. three livestock barns, three all-weather paddocks, two covered horse walkers, storage building, stable block and covered lunge ring d. Office extension to northern barn e. External alterations to northern barn f. Part two storey/part single storey side extension to dwelling g. New site access h. New access track to serve dwelling i. New access track to serve stud k. Landscaping, infrastructure and associated works (Decision pending)
3. DC/23/0988/FUL: Hollybush House Weathercock Hill Chevington Suffolk IP29 5RG Proposal Planning application- Expansion of stud farm and extension to dwelling, including - a. Staff accommodation block (5 units) b. Staff accommodation block (1 unit) with garaging and storage for dwelling, following demolition of existing stables c. three livestock barns, three all-weather paddocks, two covered horse walkers, storage building, stable block and covered lunge ring d. Office extension to northern barn e. External alterations to northern barn f. Part two storey/part single storey side extension to dwelling g. New site access h. New access track to serve dwelling i. New access track to serve stud k. Landscaping, infrastructure and associated works (decision pending)
4. DC/23/0607/HH - Ivy Cottage Martins Green Chevington Suffolk IP29 5RJ - a. alterations to render b. raise chimney c.side elevation window replaced with door (decision pending)
5. DC/23/0608/LB -Ivy Cottage Martins Green Chevington Suffolk IP29 5RJ - a. internal and external alterations including repairs and removal of render, plaster, walls and windows b. raise chimney c. side elevation window replaced with door (decision pending)
6. DC/23/0517/FUL Chevington Lodge Farmhouse. New Road. Chevington. (a) conversion of workshop to ancillary accommodation. (b) roof integrated solar PV to store (decision pending)
10.  Financial Officer’s report:
1. Following invoices authorised for payment. Proposed Cllr Shurety seconded by Cllr McCormack following vote unanimous

	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	                        
                          £
	Statute Power
	BACS or 
Cheque No

	109
	Clerk/RFO May monthly salary 
	343.46
	s112 LGA 1972
	SO

	110
	Clerk/RFO June monthly salary
	343.46
	S112 LGA 1972
	SO

	111
	Clerk June expenses (inc mileage)
	24.30
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	112
	Clerk/RFO July monthly salary
	343.46
	S112 LGA 1972
	SO

	113
	Clerk August expenses (Inc mileage)
	145.41
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	114
	Clerk expense - ink order from Canon
	51.97
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	9132
	Hire of village hall (9hours at £5 an hour)
	45.00
	S19 LGA 1972
	BACS

	4791
	McGregor Services x 2 cuts of burial ground grass
	192.00
	Ss9-10 Opens Spaces Act 1906
	BACS

	CHEV23
	Annual subscription to Benefice magazine 
(1.5 pages each edition) 
	112.00
	S112LGA 1972
	BACS

	4841
	McGregor Services x 2 cuts of burial ground grass
	192.00
	Ss9-10 Opens Spaces Act 1906
	BACS

	9140
	Hire of hall August 2023
	15.00
	S19 LGA 1972
	BACS

	525940429
	Zurich insurance
	293.98
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	
	ICO annual renewal fee
	35.00
	S112 LGA 1972
	DD

	4863
	McGregor Services x 2 cuts of burial ground grass
	192.00
	Ss9-10 Opens Spaces Act 1906
	BACS



1. All bank transactions since last meeting were discussed and signed off for payment (as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance) and Minuted item 9:6 23rd June 2022.)
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council. 
2. First quarter spending and bank balance was also discussed. Spending matches budget with no overspend.
3. Confirmation of Lloyd’s TSB Bank Account balance. £28,585.14
4. Payments received:
	Date of payment
	Amount
	Details of payment

	24.07.2023
	331.51
	VAT Reclaim 2022-23



11.To receive the Clerk’s Report 
1. Emergency Plan up-to-date complete
2. Clerk attended the WSC Welcome meeting July 11th at West Suffolk House 6.30pm
3. Overgrown Footpath 5 reported
4. Overgrown grass verge on Chedburgh Road from crossroads reported
5. VAS H&S document completed and high viz vests, and other PPE  bought
6. Annual audit completed of burial ground. Numbered blocks are to be placed on all graves that have been bought to indicate they are not available. Clerk asked if she could buy a grave plot. No objections from Council.
7. The drainage issue in the burial ground needs to be looked at. Clerk to ask a local groundworks firm to look at the issue. The Parochial Church Council who share the ditch will need to be consulted before work can be carried out as they are trying to maintain their cemetery within certain wildlife criteria. Clerk to investigate costings and if there are legal aspects to adding drainage systems to burial grounds.
ACTION:The Clerk

12 VAS machine co-ordinator. Cllr Shurety has taken over as VAS co-ordinator and has all the equipment in his garage/barn

13 Land registry and the Erskine Centre (Custodian Trusteeship). The Erskine Centre needs to be entered onto the land register. Chevington PC did this for Chevington village hall several years ago. Chedburgh Parish Council (joint custodian trustees) have already voted on doing this providing Chevington PC pay half the bill with them. A local solicitor has quoted the Clerk for an overall cost of £3000 plus VAT. Proposer for Chevington PC to pay half the costs Cllr Keagan, seconded by Cllr St Clair Roberts with the following vote being unanimous Clerk to contact the local solicitor to start the proceedings.
ACTION:The Clerk
	
14 Agenda items for next meeting
1. Cllr Bleeze sends his apologies for the next meeting
2. Drainage issues in the burial ground
3. Questionnaire update
4. Rural Coffee Caravan
5. Drain around Grange Mill field
6. Broken drain on Hargrave Road
7. Overgrown vegetation on Chedburgh Road
15. Date of next Meeting –  Thursday October 12th 2023. In the hall from 7pm
Meeting ended at 21.40 hours

Chair signed: ……………………………………………                   Date: …………………………………..
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