NB: Deeds for the village hall and the burial ground can be found at Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds

VILLAGE WEBSITE CAN BE FOUND ON:- http://chevington.onesuffolk.net/

`CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES for PARISH COUNCIL MEETING Thursday December 14th 2023

Attendees: Cllr Shurety, Cllr McCormack, Cllr Keegan ,Cllr Saunders, Cllr St Clair Roberts, Cllr Robertson and Mrs F Betts (Clerk/RFO)
Apologies: Cllr Bleeze, Cllr Chester, Cllr Soons
	
1. Welcome by Chairman and apologies for absence. 
2. No Declarations of Interest by Councillors received.
3. The Minutes of the Meeting held 12th October 2023 and Minutes for Budget meeting held on 9th November 2023 were approved and signed.
4. No Public Participation. 
5. The Chairman’s Report was received as follows:
1. Village broadband access. This topic was one of the themes that came out of the village questionnaire completed over the early Autumn of 2023. The Clerk has researched a little and found Suffolk County Council’s broadband policy and strategy. Several companies also offer rural broadband deals. The discussion that followed included several points for the Council to research such as the locations for the BT fibre green boxes around the village, to discover if it is broadband cover or mobile signal cover and where the black spots in the village are. Several Councillors cannot have Smart Metres due to the lack of consistent mobile signal. Cllr St Clair Roberts to take this specific project on and the Clerk handed her the folder with the research in. This topic is to be added to the next meeting for further discussion                      ACTION:Cllr St Clair Roberts
2. BT box adoption update and letter. The Chair signed the letter giving permission for UK Network Power and a local electrician to disconnect the electricity from the box. ACTION:CLERK
3. Trees for the burial ground. The Clerk has researched native trees that like growing in waterlogged soil. Several points came out of the discussion including number of trees needed, positioning of the trees so that they did not cause too much shade on to the cemetery and its wildlife areas, after care of trees and finally cost and where to buy trees. It was suggested to ask the Tree Preservation Officer for help and the Clerk is to contact her for advice.
ACTION:CLERK 
4. New information board. Cllr Bleeze had contacted a local craftsmen to make a new wooden notice board to be located on the crossroads of Chedburgh Road/Ole Post Office Road/Mill Road/Hargrave Road behind the bench. The landowner has previously given written permission for a notice board to be placed in front of the hedge. Cllr Bleeze had sent in the quote with diagrams The Council looked this over. The cost was much cheaper than the previous research carried out on notice boards last year. Cllr Shurety proposed, Cllr St Clair Roberts seconded and the following vote was unanimous to ask the craftsmen to construct said notice board. Clerk to ask if he could position it too.                                                                                                                          ACTION:CLERK
5. Defib machine’s light not working . Clerk to report.                                      ACTION:CLERK

6. To receive Parish Councillor’s reports
1. Cllr Robertson – Following on from the data gleaned from the village questionnaire, Cllr Robertson informed the Council that the Vicar is planning a meeting with the Diocese to discuss the two areas of Glebe land within the village with a view to have a long term plan of a community solar park on one and a new village hall and children’s play area on the other. The Parish Council are aware of the possible dissention from parishioners with this news and the Parish Council want to reiterate that they are just researching options at this stage.
2. Cllr Saunders spoke about the ditches running behind the terraced houses on Hargrave Road and beside Grange Mill. He believes these ditches collect run off from the Greyhound Pub on Hargrave Road down to almost the entrance of Grange Mill. The ditch has been cleared in front of the terraced houses and it has been full of water most of the Autumn. Large puddles accumulate along this stretch of road and he wonders if there is a broken pipe somewhere along this area. Clerk needs a comprehensive location diagram with phots if possible before she can report it. Cllr Saunders to take photos and email them to the Clerk.
ACTION:CLLR SAUNDERS
7. No County Councillor’s Report 
8. No District Councillor’s Report 
9. Planning Applications
1. DC/23/1767/LB. Stonehouse Farm House, Factory Lane, Chevington. IP29 5QF (Decision pending)
2. DC/23/1571/TPO -Plane Tree House 1B Barn Field Chevington Suffolk IP29 5QN-TPO 199 (1994)  Approved
3. DC/23/0989/LB: Hollybush House Weathercock Hill Chevington Suffolk IP29 5RG (Decision pending)
4. DC/23/0988/FUL: Hollybush House Weathercock Hill Chevington Suffolk IP29 5RG (decision pending)

10. Financial Officer’s report:
1. The following invoices were authorised for payment: 
Proposed by Cllr Shuety, seconded by Cllr McCormack with the following vote being unanimous
	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	                        
                          £
	Statute Power
	BACS or 
Cheque No

	119
	Clerk/RFO October monthly salary 
	343.46
	s112 LGA 1972
	SO

	120
	Clerk/RFO November monthly salary
	372.06
	S112 LGA 1972
	SO

	121
	Clerk back pay
	180.00
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	122
	Clerk mileage expenses
	29.70
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	4959
	McGregor Services 1  cut of burial ground grass
	£96
	Ss9-10 Open Spaces Act 1906
	BACS

	n/a
	Cllr Keegan expenses regarding the refurb of the BT box
	£146.50
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	n/a
	Cllr Keegan expense regarding networking meeting at WSC
	£30
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS



2. All bank transactions since last meeting were signed off. (as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance) and Minuted item 9:6 23rd June 2022.)
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council. 
3. Confirmation of Lloyd’s Bank Account balance. 1st December 2023 £25,177.62
4. The precept form for financial year 2024-25 was signed. Clerk to sent it back to West Suffolk Council.                                                                                                         ACTION:CLERK
5. Sign changes to bank signatories completed
6. S137 LGA 1972 donation request from Headway. Cllr St Clair Roberts proposed Cllr Robertson seconded with the following vote unanimous to a grant of £50 to be given to Headway under s137 LGA 1972. Clerk reminded Councillors that there was a budget for charitable donations to be given to local charities that might be benefitting Chevington parishioners. Councillors to come to the next meeting with suggestions. Clerk to send £50 to Headway via BACS.                                                                                ACTION:CLERK

11. The Clerk’s Report was received.
1. BT box update – electricity See Item 5:2
2. Complaint regarding uneven pavement in Depden Lane. A parishioner who is vulnerable has fallen and injured herself due to the uneven pavement outside her bungalow. In spite of requesting remedial work to be carried out by WSC and SCC her relatives say nothing has been done. They have asked the Parish Council to step in to help them. The Clerk has been acting as a conduit between WSC ad SCC and the relatives. It is rather at a stalemate and the Council believe a letter from them  to WSC and SCC might benefit this situation. Clerk to write stating it is a problem and it will only get worse if not remedied. Clerk to take photos too and send these.                                                            ACTION:CLERK
3. Trees for burial ground – see Item 5:3
4. ANPR dates for early 2024. The village will see the ANPR machine during the early Spring.
5. SALC training dates finalised. This training will take place in The Stirling  Room, Erskine Centre and will be given by SALC. The cost will be shared with Chedburgh Parish Council whose Councillors are also attending.  
6. The Rural Bulletin email. The Clerk receives this monthly news bulletin. She will forward it on to Cllr Robertson for the next few months.
6. Resignation of Footpath Officer. She will stand down at the Annual General Parish Council Meeting in May. If anyone is interested in this volunteer post please contact the Clerk. The Council wish to thank Mrs Bruton for her enthusiastic approach to this volunteer post over the past eight years
7. WSC Networking Event to be held 18th March 2024 in Mildenhall. All Councillors welcome to attend.

12. The future plans laid during the budget meeting. This item was not discussed as time was short and several of the future plans had been discussed. This item will be discussed further at a later meeting

13. Agenda items for next meeting 
1. VAS Data
2. Rural broadband
3. Trees at burial ground
4. Pavement at Depden Lane – update
5. Ditches along Hargrave Road
14. Date of next Meetings – 
Thursday January 11th 2024 in the hall start at 7pm
	Thursday February 29th 2023

	Thursday October 24th


	Wednesday May 8th  AGM & APCM

	Thursday November 14th                    (BUDGET MEETING - closed meeting)


	Thursday July 11th

	Thursday December 12th




Meeting ended at 20:50 hours followed by a Christmas drinks get together.

CHAIR …………………………………………………………………………………………..    DATE …………………………………
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