NB: Deeds for the village hall and the burial ground can be found at Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds

VILLAGE WEBSITE CAN BE FOUND ON:- http://chevington.onesuffolk.net/

`CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Draft MINUTES PARISH COUNCIL MEETING Thursday January 11th 2024
	
	Clerk:  Frances Betts
	
	Old Apple Farm

	
	
	Barrow

	Tel: 01284 810508
	
	Bury St Edmunds

	
	
	Suffolk

	Email:chevington-pc@outlook.com
	
	IP29 5DT



Attendees: Cllr Shurety, Cllr Bleeze, Cllr McCormack, Cllr Keegan ,Cllr Saunders, Cllr St Clair Roberts, Cllr Robertson, West Suffolk District Cllr M Chester and Mrs F Betts (Clerk/RFO)
Apologies: SCCllr K Soons


1. Welcome by Chairman and apologies for absence. 
2. Declarations of Interest by Councillors received: Cllr Robertson is a member of the Parochial Church Council (PCC)
3. The Minutes of the Meeting held 14th December 2024 were agree and signed
4. No Public Participation. 
5. The Chairman’s Report was received:
1. BT box adoption – all documentation has been completed and sent back to the electrician
2. Trees for the burial ground. Following a discussion about trees and their habits and growth predictions it was decided that trees were not the option to dissipate the excess water. The Clerk was asked to further investigate the options for drainage systems to be implemented with an eye to raising the Precept in future years to pay for it.  All future burials to be in the area that is not so wet ie towards the narrower end of the field.
3. Flooding in Hargrave Road. The Clerk has taken photographic evidence of the recent flooding in Hargrave Road. Cllr McCormack spoke about when this property was built back in the mid-1960s a 4 “clay drain pipe was dug down across the land from one ditch towards another ditch. Until now this has managed the excess water. As this most probably means the problem is the pipes running across this land and not on Highways land it was decided not to contact the elderly owner yet as the flooding is not a major concern on the road and to wait until it happens more frequently and causes a problem for passing traffic. At the moment vehicles can pass through the water on the road. Clerk to continue taking photographs to map the problem. The Clerk also mentioned the excellent document about Riparian Rights published on Suffolk County Council’s website called “Guidance for Riparian Ownership in Suffolk”.
4. Potholes on Tan Office Lane. The Clerk has taken photographs and sent emails to Cllr Soons and Customer Services at Suffolk Highways requesting this uneven pavement be filled in. The Clerk is waiting for a reply.
6. The following Parish Councillor’s reports were received:
1. Cllr St Clair Roberts – Broadband research. Following extensive research Cllr St Clair Roberts said that more data from parishioners was needed so that a group action could be collated to ask BT Openreach to consider adding super fibre to the village. The Council needs to show that multiple individuals working from home was the same as a cluster of small businesses or a school working in the village BT Openreach may consider installing super fibre. Clerk to add an article in the Benefice and on noticeboards asking parishioner if they suffer problems and if anyone has a contact who works for BT Openreach so that opinions could be asked. Clerk requested to contact Chedburgh Parish Council and see if they also suffer similar broadband problems.
ACTION:Clerk
2. Cllr Bleeze. 1. new noticeboard update. The site has been cleared and the base has been put down. The carpenter wants to know if the Council wants glass or Perspex. Council decided Perspex. Cllr Bleeze to relay this message back to the carpenter. Clerk asked if she could pay the invoice on receipt of rather than waiting for the next meeting for approval. The full Council agreed she could.
 2. Cllr Bleeze has had a request from dog walkers if a dog poo bin could be sited on Grange Mill near to the footpath through to Mill Road. Clerk to make enquires to costs and actual location.
3. Cllr Saunders – ditch alongside Hargrave Road. Cllr Saunders asked Cllr Chester if WSC could clear out their ditch that runs behind the terraced houses on Hargrave Road on the edge of Grange Mill’s green. It has not been cleared for at least 20 years. Cllr Chester needs the grid reference. Cllr Saunders to send this information on.
ACTION:Cllr Saunders
7. No County Councillor’s Report was received.
8. The following District Councillor’s Report was received: 
1. The full report can be found on the PC’s website. In brief WSC have released their aspirations for the next four years which include more social housing, tackling homelessness (one of their statutory duty of care) and that the local plan is taking shape. 
2. This year sees the Police Crime Commissioner elections and the current Commissioner has requested for the precept to be increased by 12% to help tackle the crime in Suffolk.
9. Planning Applications
1. DC/23/1767/LB. Stonehouse Farm House, Factory Lane, Chevington. IP29 5QF -Withdrawn)
2. DC/23/0989/LB: Hollybush House Weathercock Hill Chevington Suffolk IP29 5RG (Decision pending)
3. DC/23/0988/FUL: Hollybush House Weathercock Hill Chevington Suffolk IP29 5RG (decision pending)


10. To receive Financial Officer’s report:

1. Payments for the following invoices were approved: 

	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	                        
                          £
	Statute Power
	BACS or 
Cheque No

	123
	Clerk/RFO December monthly salary 
	372.06
	s112 LGA 1972
	SO

	124
	Clerk  expenses
	35.48
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	9155
	Hire of Hall (inc Village Questionnaire meetings)
	55
	s133 LGA 1972
	BACS

	9167
	Hire of Hall (December 2023)
	15
	s133 LGA 1972
	BACS

	n/a
	Printing costs of questionnaire (Half share)
	72
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	n/a
	Donation to Headway (item 10:6 14/12/23)
	50
	s137 LGA 1972
	BACS

	n/a
	Stuart Bradnam – burial ground tree maintenance
	120
	Ss9-10 Opens Spaces Act 1906
	BACS



2. All bank transactions since last meeting were discussed and signed off (as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance) and Minuted item 9:6 23rd June 2022.)
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council. 
3. Confirmation of Lloyd’s Bank Account balance.

11. To receive the Clerk’s Report 
1. BT box update – electricity see Item 5:1
2. Uneven pavement in Tan Office Lane see Item 5:4
5. Advertising for new Footpath Officer. Cllr Bleeze may have someone interested. Clerk  asked him to ask them to contact her. 
6. WSC Networking Event 18th March 2024. Ask the Clerk for more information.
7. Update on registering Erskine Centre. Documents have gone off to the Land Registry.
8. Tree for burial ground research See Item 5:2
9. Defib machine light. Cllr McCormack has consulted an electrician who is due to look at the problem.
ACTION:Cllr McCormack
10. Community Speed Watch. All kit has been handed over from Mr Briggs to Cllr Shurety. More volunteers are needed. Chedburgh PC have asked if they can join the scheme. The full Council agreed this was a good idea. Clerk to let Chedburgh PC know.
ACTION:Clerk

12. Discuss the future plans laid during the budget meeting. Following a discussion, it was decided that the PC would concentrate on the (1) ongoing issue of the Broadband coverage int eh village, (2) monitor the Glebe Land discussions, (3) put the questionnaire results up on the website for all to read, and (4) look into joining the cycle paths from the village towards Bury St Edmunds through NT Land. The new owners of The Greyhound pub are hoping to have a coffee bar specifically aimed as cyclists doing this route.

13. Agenda items for next meeting 
1. VAS Data

14. Date of next Meetings – 
Thursday February 29th 2024 in the hall start at 7pm



Meeting ended at 20.35 hours





CHAIR ………………………………………………………      DATE …………………………..
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