`CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES FOR ANNUAL GENERAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 6th MAY 2021 
	

Attendees: Cllr Agazarian, Cllr McCormack, Cllr Keegan, Cllr Shurety, Cllr Bleeze, SCCllr K Soons, West Suffolk District Cllr M Chester, Mrs F Betts, Clerk/RFO and one member of the public 
	

1. Open Forum. The member of the public asked the Council if it would be possible to replace the tired and vandalised village welcome name signs at each of the four roads in to the village. The Council has previously looked at this issue and agreed to look in to it again this coming year. He was also concerned about the reserves in the bank the Councill has and he was reassured that all this money is earmarked for various projects and that the Council had worked hard in the past three years to obtain grants for various expensive projects undertaken which leaves the reserves alone.

2.  Election of Chairman.  Cllr Agazarian said she was happy to continue as Chair. Cllr Bleeze proposed and Cllr Keagan seconded for Cllr Agazarian to be Chair for Chevington Parish Council for the next year. The following vote was unanimous. Cllr Agazarian took over as Chair of the meeting.

3. The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and acknowledged the following apologies for absence; Cllr Briggs
 
4. No Declarations of Interest by Councillors were received.

5.  The following elections of office took place:
(a) Vice-Chair. Cllr Agazarian proposed and Cllr Bleeze seconded that Cllr Keagan be elected as Vice Chair. The following vote was unanimous and Cllr Keagan is duly elected Vice Chair of Chevington Parish Council for the coming year
(b) Trees & Footpaths Officer. Mrs Susan Bruton is happy to stand as Trees and Footpath Office for another year. She had previously sent her report to the Clerk who will circulate these via email to the Council to read. It will also be added to the website. Cllr Agazarian proposed and Cllr Keagan seconded that Mrs Bruton be re-elected in this post. The following vote was unanimous and Mrs Susan Bruton is now elected as Trees and Footpath Officer for the coming year.
(c) Suffolk Association of Local Councils Representative (SALC). Cllr Bleeze proposed and Cllr Keagan seconded that Cllr Agazarian be elected to this post. The following vote was unanimous and therefore Cllr Agazarian is elected Suffolk Association of Local Councils Representative for the coming year.
(d) Community Council Representative. (Erskine Centre) Cllr Bleeze proposed and Cllr Agazarian seconded that Cllr McCormack be elected to this post. The following vote was unanimous so Cllr McCormack is elected Community Council Rep for the following year.
(e) Village Hall Management Committee Representative. Following on from a short discussion Cllr McCormack proposed and this was seconded by Cllr Bleeze that Cllr Shurety be elected to this post. The following vote was unanimous and Cllr Shurety is duly elected VHMC Rep for Chevington Parish Council for the following year. NB This post ensures that a Councillor is part of this committee and does not mean that Cllr Shurety is an ordinary parishioner on the Committee. He has no financial responsibility towards the VHMC.
(f) Risk assessments Officer. The Clerk and RFO was proposed by Cllr Agazarian and seconded by Cllr McCormack to remain in this post. The following vote was unanimous.
(g) Neighbourhood Watch Officer/Community Speed Watch Team Co-ordinator. Cllr Briggs was proposed by Cllr Shurety and seconded by Cllr Agazarian. The following vote was unanimous and therefore Cllr Briggs continues in this post.

6. The Clerk was confirmed as Responsible Financial Officer.  

7.  The Minutes of the Meeting held 8th April 2021 were approved as an accurate record and will be duly signed by the Chair.

8. To receive the Chairman’s Report: 
	The following points were discussed: -
1. Fly tipping across the village. The Chair is using What3Words to identify the exact location to WSC for collection
2. Little Tea Cups mother and toddler group are part way through completing Cllr Chester’s locality budget grant request form. The Clerk to help.
ACTION:Clerk
3. Pumping Station. The Chair met with a representative from Anglian Water last week and he suggested gathering information from each time parishioners notice the smell from the building and then this report can be sent to him to investigate further. This pumping station is on their high priority list but further data is required. It was suggested to put notifications up on social media to encourage parishioners to report it. Cllr Agazarian will co-ordinate this report. The smell is NOT a health hazard and extremes of weather make the smell worse. However, parishioners must remember that under the Riparian Rights Act it is their responsibility to keep clear and debris free any ditches running along property boundaries are the responsibility of the land owner and not Suffolk County Council.
ACTION:Cllr Agazarian
4. Recycling and Bottle Bank. Following a meeting with WCS’s Enforcement Officer it has been decided that the area highlighted as a possible location for a bottle bank is not really large enough for this initiative to take run. It is too close to too many householders and that there is not the space for the cars attending. It was decided to advertise the other local recycling centres in Chedburgh, Barrow and Horringer via social media and the website.
ACTION:Cllr Shurety/Cllr Agazarian/The Clerk
5. The addition of a defibrillator in the village. The Community Heartbeat Trust works with BT to provide defibrillators for communities cross the UK. Cllr Bleeze was asked to look in to this for the Council and to report back at a later meeting. Cllr Keagan will also work with Cllr Bleeze.
ACTION:Cllr Bleeze/Cllr Agazarian

9. To receive Councillor’s reports
1. Cllr Keagan. Cllr Keagan to put up the ‘No Parking’ signs once the ground is less hard. He asked if the neighbourhood stickers would be forthcoming the Clerk will Chase these up.
ACTION:Clerk
2.Cllr McCormack. Nothing to report.
3.Cllr Briggs.  Waiting for contact to arrange the training for the Community Speed Watch Team.
4.Cllr Shurety. Cllr Shurety has attended the first two, of a possible six, new Councillor training sessions. He believes it is Council money well spent and would recommend all Councillors to attend. Clerk to email dates to all. He also requested that he be allowed to shadow Cllr McCormack on the VHMC. Cllr McCormack agreed.
ACTION:Clerk
5.Cllr Bleeze

10. 	The County Councillor’s Report was received. This is to be added to the Council’s website. 
ACTION:Clerk

11.	 To receive District Councillor’s Report. To be added to the Council’s website. Cllr Shurety asked Cllr Chester to look into the road sweeping programme to check that Chevington is due a sweep soon. The local farmers who cut back their field hedges are just left lying around on the road and could cause a driving hazard.
ACTION:Cllr Chester
ACTION:Clerk


12. Parish Council Finances: 

1. Annual Audit 2020-21
 	a) The report from the Internal Auditor, Mrs C Fitzgerald was received.
b) The Accounts for the Financial Year 2020-21 were approved.
c) The signing of the Annual Return by the Chairman and  
Responsible Financial Officer was authorised. This will take place once the documents are delivered to the Chair by the Clerk.
Proposal to adopt accounts Cllr Agazarian, Seconded by Cllr Keagan. Following vote unanimous to accept the accounts.

Final Accounts for 2020-21

	Balance brought forward
	
£28,074

	Precept
	£7377

	Total other receipts
	£7013

	Staff costs
	£4170

	All other payments
	£9456

	Balance carried forward
	£28,837



VIRTUAL SAVINGS POTS – AS OF 1ST APRIL 2021 (all 2020-21 invoices paid)

	Reducing Speed
	10,000

	s19/s133/137 LGA 1972
	1000

	Burial ground
	2690

	Equipment maintenance&
new technologies
	2000

	New Councillor Training
	1000

	Future projects
	7147.88

	Future Proofing Council
	2500

	Signage around village
	2500

	Totals
	28,837.88




2.Receipts:

	Receipt date
	Received from
	Details of Receipt
	Amount

	29.04.2021

	St Edmundsbury Borough Council
	Precept for 2020-21(Power – Local Government Finance Act (LGFA) 1992.s41
	£7377.00



3. Payment of the following invoices authorised:

	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	Amount
£
	Statute Power
	BACS or 
Cheque No

	24698
	SALC for new Councillor training
	60.00
	S112 LGA 1972
	Via BACS

	340
	Mrs C Fitzgerald, Internal Auditor
	110.00
	S112 LGA 1972
	Via BACS

	4279
	McGregor Services x 1 cut of burial ground
	90.00
	


Open spaces Act 1906 ss9-10
	Via BACS



4.Discuss and sign off all bank transactions since last meeting as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance)
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council. 
5.Confirmation of Lloyd’s TSB Bank Account balance as of 6th May 2021

13. The Clerk’s Report 
1. VAS pole in Old Post Office Road now on SCC Highway’s works list
2. Sites for Community Speed Watch have been identified
3. Better communication with communities post lockdowns workshop attended and it was heavily suggested that social media such as Twitter, Instagram and Facebook as well as the website be used weekly or even daily to remind parishioners how the Council runs its services paid for them via their Council Tax.
4. New computer to be ordered in the next few weeks.
5. Emergency Plan has been read by all Councillors. Clerk now to approach WSC to complete the next stage
6. Map of footpaths. The Clerk has received a brochure from a company that make free-standing boards for footpath maps etc. Clerk to investigate further.
ACTION:Clerk
7. New bench in burial ground to be installed during the next few weeks.
8. GDPR documents to be signed and lodged with the Clerk. Clerk to send out forms to all Councillors
ACTION:Clerk
9. Signatories on bank account need to be updated. Clerk to organise
ACTION:Clerk
10. NALC Youth survey completed. Highlights the fact that the Parish Council has nothing organised for this age group. 


14.	Adopt a BT box scheme. Following on from a short discussion it was decided not pursue adopting the BT box at this time.

15.	 Defibrillator – See item 8:5

16. 	Bottle Bank- See item 8:4

17.	Planning Applications:
1. DC/21/0733 – Braziers Farm Barn, Weathercock Hill. IP29 5RG. Single storey rear extension
2. DC/21/0742/HH - The Chestnuts. 5 Tennis Fields, Mill Road. IP29 5QW. Single storey side extension

17. Agenda Items for next meeting:
	1. Defibrillator 
	2. Welcome signage at entrance to village
	

18) Date of next Meeting – Thursday June 24th 2021 at 7pm 



NB: Deeds for the village hall and the burial ground can be found at Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds

VILLAGE WEBSITE CAN BE FOUND ON:- http://chevington.onesuffolk.net/
3

