Deeds to burial ground and village hall can be found at Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds

CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES for 9th September 2021

Attendees: Cllr L Agazarian (Chair), Cllr Keegan (Vice Chair), Cllr A McCormack , Cllr Briggs, Cllr Shurety,  Cllr Bleeze, DCllr Chester, Mrs F Betts (Clerk/RFO) and a member of the public.
	
1. Public participation session (15 minutes). No participation

2. Chairman’s welcomed and  introduced all attendees.  S C Cllr Soons had sent apologies for absence.

3. No declarations of interest by councillors were received.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk499632902]The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on June 24th 2021 were  approved and signed as an accurate record.

5. The Chairman’s report:
Cllr Agazarian welcomed everyone back after the much needed summer break. She hopes that the Council can concentrate on all the aspects that the Council have been working on over the last eighteen months or so and complete all actions.
1. Pumping Station in Church Road. The Chair has been communicating with Anglian Water and the owners of Gate Cottage who have the ditch run along outside their land. It was suggested that a meeting was organised with the Parish Council, the owners of Gate Cottage, Anglian Water and Suffolk Highways as to what to do next to prevent a repeat of the flooding issues from last winter. The Clerk is to contact SCCllr Soons and Suffolk Highways to establish exactly what the Council is responsible for.               ACTION:Clerk
2. Defibrillator. The Greyhound Pub is quite happy to have this machine sited on their land. The Chair has contacted a local company who work with Parish Councils in purchasing and maintaining defibrillators. Community Heartbeat in Haverhill. Cllr Bleeze and the Chair will contact this company and ask if someone can come to a meeting and talk to the Council about the equipment.                                                     ACTION:Cllr Agazarian/Cllr Bleeze
3. Stile at the footpath at the bottom edge of the burial ground. Cllr Agazarian is to contact SCC’s Footpath Officer, James Pickerin, and ask for a site visit to discuss the necessary repairs needed. The hedge running along the top edge of the burial ground is in need of cutting as the brambles are growing vey long and wild. The Clerk is to investigate who owns/rents this field and ask for them to cut it back.                                                                   ACTION:Clerk
4. Litter picking volunteers. Several volunteers continue to walk around the village and pick up litter. All necessary equipment can be sourced from Amon Szocs at West Suffolk Council. Cllr Chester said that he could collect 10-12 equipment packs and deliver them to the Clerk for collection by any new volunteers. Notice of this equipment is to be placed in the notice board and on the website.                                            ACTION:Cllr Chester & The Clerk
5. Village signs. The signs on Chedburgh Road are looking very much worse for wear. In 2018 the Council asked Suffolk Highways if these could be replaced. Unfortunately the response was it was a low priority and there was no money available. The Council would like the Clerk to ask again for replacements. If unsuccessful the Council would look for a sign writer to tidy the signs up.  The Clerk was asked to research sign writers and obtain quotes.   ACTION:CLERK
6. The discussion led on to the state of the phone box and the decision was made to renovate the box in the hope that this would garner interest from a volunteer group willing to use the phone box for a community project. The Clerk was asked to research the paint colour.                              ACTION:Clerk                                                                                              

6. The District Councillor’s report 
1. Litter picking kits to be delivered to the Clerk’s home for storage.
2. He is trying to organise a planning workshop for all his Parish Councillors to attend. He hopes this can take place before the Spring.
3. Their has been a delay in the road sweeping schedule (due to the lack of drivers problem hitting the country). He will look in to when Chevington is due to be swept.
4. The large wooden fence in Depden Lane is still with the Planning  Enforcement Team
5. The large trees in Depden Lane green are due to be inspected with regard to being trimmed. Cllr Chester to speak to the tree inspectorate team.
ACTION:Cllr Chester
6. His full report is on the website.

7. The County Councillor’s report can be found on the website.

8.  Parish Councillors’ reports
1. Cllr Keegan. Following on from an accident at the junction of Hargrave Road and Wickhambrook Road in Hargrave, the parishioner has asked if a sign alerting drivers to the poor visibility can be placed there. Clerk to ask Highways.                                                                                         ACTION:CLERK
2. Cllr McCormack. VHMC news – all clubs are back up and running in the hall. There is plenty of space for new clubs to come forward to hire the hall. The Erskine Centre is due to hold a Re-Opening BBQ and will be showing off their new roof. All Councillors and members of the public are invited.
3. Cllr Briggs. CSW training was completed during July. The team can now train all new volunteers.  The storage solution for the VAS equipment has been settled with the VHMC and all the kit can be found in one of the cupboards at the end of the village hall.  The Clerk was asked to contact other Parish Councils for a copy of their data sheets that need to be presented back to the Speed Team.                                                                                       ACTION:CLERK
4. The VAS pole in Old Post Office is due to have its bracket attached but the machine will not be used until the builders have gone as their equipment is too close to the pole for safe erection.
5. Cllr Shurety. Footpath 5 running along College Farm but land owned by Grove Stud has very long grass and this makes it difficult to walk along. Clerk is to find out the legal responsibility of land owners regarding keeping footpaths in a usable state. Several parishioners have contacted Cllr Shurety on this matter.                                                                                                  ACTION:CLERK
6. The area around the bus stop also needs cutting back. Clerk to ask Suffolk Highways to clear this area.                                                             ACTION:CLERK
7. Cllr Bleeze. 
8. 
9.  Parish Council Finances: 
1. To authorise payment of the following invoices:  Cllr Briggs proposed and Cllr Agazarian seconded that the following invoices be paid. The following vote was unanimous
	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Cheque No /BACS

	71
	Clerk expenses and mileage allowance and repayment of Zoom subscription
	£185.56
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	72
	Poppy Wreath (Clerk paid by personal credit card)
	£17.00
	S112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	4349
	McGregor’s Services x2 burial ground grass cutting
	£180.00
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10
	BACS

	4372
	McGregor’s Services x2 burial ground grass cutting
	£180.00
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10
	BACS

	4398
	McGregor’s Services x 1 burial ground grass cut
	£90.00
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10
	BACS

	
	ICO annual membership
	£35
	S112 LGA 1972
	DD



2. The bank statement since last meeting as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance) was discussed and accounts seen and signed.
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council
Bank account balance stands at £32,026.53 as of 9th September 2021
10. The Clerk’s report about progress of actions from last meeting was received:
	1. 	Riparian letter sent to all residents in Church Road and Farrow’s Close
2.	Grass cutting regime received from WSC
	3.	Bank signatories changed Cllr Keagan and Shurety now signatories.
4. 	Internet banking standing order protocol. The auditor contacted the Clerk and shared her thoughts that perhaps the Council should have a more robust system with two signatories authorising every payment via the internet banking. The Council read and adopted the Internet Banking Standing Order last year and following on from a short discussion it was decided to continue with the way internet banking is being carried out. The RFO has their full support.
5.	Yearly rental for use of village hall cupboard storage space for VAS equipment. Council to wait for an invoice from VHMC.
6.	Post Covid Bounce Back BBQ attendance list. 36 acceptances with just under 10 RSVPs due.
	7.	Large tree on Depden Lane green. See item 6:5
8.	Cllr Thurston’s papers and documents now collated and filed in Council’s filing cabinet.
9.	Bench on Depden Lane. Needs to be added to Asset List            ACTION:CLERK
10. 	Research for new Insurance as RSC have declined to extend the 3 year deal. The Clerk will work alongside CAS to find a good deal.                ACTION:CLERK
11.	Poppy Wreath ordered from Royal British Legion
12. 	Planning workshop – see Item 6:2
13.	Local information to be added to the website.
14.	West Suffolk Council Local Plan – Planning Policy revised services and facilities matrix. All amendments to be made by 30th September 2021. The matrix was read out to the Council and no amendments need to be made.
15.	Queen’s Green Canopy initiative. Plant a tree for the jubilee. Cllr Andy Drummond. The Council already have a Tree Warden. 
	
11. Planning
1. DC/21/1550/HH - 2 Garrods End Chevington Bury St Edmunds Suffolk IP29 5QY- a. two storey side, front and rear extension (following the demolition of the existing garage) b. single storey rear extension (following demolition of the existing conservatory) (Decision pending)
2. DC/21/0742/HH – The Chestnuts, 5 Tennis Fields, Chevington. IP29 5QW. Single storey side extension. (APPROVED)
3. DC/21/0733/HH – Braziers Farm Barn, Weathercock Hill, Chevington. IP29 5RG. Single storey rear extension. (APPROVED) 
4. DC/21/0998/FUL – Stonehouse Farm, Factory Lane, Chevington. Conversion of two agricultural buildings to create two dwellings, landscape, and parking, access and the demolition of two redundant agricultural buildings. (WITHDRAWN)
5. Comment process from the Parish Council. Is there a need for a Parish Council Comment Procedure Standing Order? Suggestion declined.
	
12. Agenda items for next meeting – Defibrillator, sign writer, phone box, refurbishment, footpaths update.

13. Date of next Meeting 
Tuesday 9th November 2021 at 7pm. Budget Meeting via Zoom
Thursday 11th November at 7pm in the village 
Wednesday December 1st meeting cancelled. If it is necessary it will be held but if nothing of note is needed to be discussed the next meeting will be in January 2022

MEETING ENDED AT 2020HRS

SIGNED……………………………………………………………     DATE………………………………………….
Website: https://chevington.onesuffolk.net/
2

