VILLAGE WEBSITE CAN BE FOUND AT: WWW.CHEVINGTON.ONESUFFOLK.NET. DEEDS CAN BE FOUND AT GREENE & GREENE SOLICITORS IN BURY ST EDMUNDS

`CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
14th January 2021
MINUTES
Attendees: Cllr L Agazarian, Cllr A McCormack, Cllr D Doyle, Cllr P Keagan, Cllr J Briggs, Cllr M Shurety, D Cllr M Chester, SC Cllr K Soons and Mrs F Betts, Clerk and RFO
	
1. No public participation session 

2. Chairman’s welcome, introduction with no apologies for absence.

3. No declarations of interest by councillors received.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk499632902]The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on December 2nd 2020 were signed as an accurate record of that meeting.

5. The Chairman’s report

1. The past item of the hedge on Mill Lane at the Old Rectory is to be ‘put to bed’ as the householder cuts this hedge regularly and the footpath is fully clear
2. An article about litter picking and keeping the grass verges around the village is to be submitted to the Benefice magazine for its new website. Individuals can apply to undertake a litter pick. All information will be on the new website.
3. Recycling leaflets are to be pinned up on the notice boards and added to the website with a view to holding a recycling workshop and talk with Amon Szocs from West Suffolk Council once Covid restrictions have been lifted. There is no space for recycling bins in the village and the Chair will contact Chedburgh with a view to co-ordinating efforts.
4. The Chair recognises that all the Councillors are working hard during the Covid restrictions and she wishes to thank them for their hard work and commitment.
5. Sue Bruton, the Council’s volunteer Footpath and Tree Warden, is happy with her position on the council and is continuing to walk the village footpaths daily.
6. Gill Colman, co-ordinator for the Covid-19 volunteer group, is equally happy to continue as co-ordinator of this group and does not need any grant money at the moment as the enterprise does not cost anything but volunteer hours.
7. The Parish Council’s registration for the West Suffolk Council Planning Consultation was completed in December 2020.
8. DCllr Chester met with Cllr Agazarian to discuss the siting of dog bins back in December 2020. No further action to be taken.
9. Donation to Church for printing Covid-19 leaflets back in the spring of 2020. Cllr Agazarian proposed, Cllr McCormack seconded and the following vote was unanimous. A cheque for £25 to be sent to the Church to cover the costs.

6. The District Councillor’s report – this month’s report focused on Covid support. Clerk to add all information on to the website for all parishioners to see.
ACTION:Clerk
The Clerk asked Cllr Chester to look into having the crown lopped of a large tree on Depden Green which has outgrown its space following on from a request by a parishioner.
ACTION:Cllr Chester

7. The County Councillor’s report – recycling centres remain open within Covid restrictions but householders need to book a slot. SCC have bought 10 vehicle number plate recognition machines which will check out individual cars’ speed and send out tickets if required. These machines will be moved around the County. This is a learning opportunity for all local Parish Councils and SCC on where speeding occurs most. Cllr Keagan asked what Suffolk County Council’s rules on parking on grass verges were. Cllr Soons said that it was a matter for the land owner and the land owner could add bollards or notices to desist parking. If the Council owned the verges it would only own the first 1.5m from the metal road and the householder the rest. Parked cars must not affect the progression of a vehicle or pedestrian on a roadway.

8. To receive Parish Councillors’ reports
1. Cllr McCormack
1.The hedge between the back row of the burial ground and the land the other side is growing quite wild with brambles rambling over to the burial ground side. This side is cut annually by McGregors but the land owner of the other side may need a little prompt to cut it back. The Clerk will find out who owns this piece of land and write a letter to suggest cutting the hedge back.
ACTION:Clerk
2.Stile at the far end of the burial ground is getting very old, unstable and rickety and the footpath is very muddy and churned up. Clerk to contact SCC’s footpath officer to ask for a new (accessible) stile to be erected and wood chip to be laid down over the mud.
ACTION:Clerk
2. Cllr Doyle 
1. Flooding at the pumping station, Church Road. This has flooded several times since the beginning of December 2020 and at one time the whole road was flooded making progress impossible. An engineer tested the water and found it to contain raw sewage. In spite of the Clerk emailing to complain to both the environment agency and Anglian Water both say it is within their acceptable limits. Chevington Parish Council do not believe this and do not want raw sewage on its road. The pumping station regularly gets pumped out. Following a short discussion, it was decided to investigate this matter further. 
ACTION:Clerk 
3. Cllr Keegan
1. Most speeding cars are driven by local residents and not cars driving through. Could the vehicle number plate recognition machine be placed in Chevington? 
4. Cllr Briggs
1.  VAS machine back up and running. The data will be stored and then information gathered can be looked at to decide where the Suffolk Police Speedwatch team should site themselves in future. Cllr Shurety will join forces with Cllr Briggs to look at the data.
	       5.   Cllr Shurety
		1. All forms sent in to the Clerk.
	     

9.  Parish Council Finances: 

1. Receipts: 

	Invoice No
	Receipt details
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Cheque no

	
	From Mrs McDougall for ERoB plot 106
	£300
	Ss9-10 Open Spaces Act 1906
	



2. To authorise payment of the following invoices: 
Proposed by Cllr Agazarian and seconded by Cllr McCormack. Following vote unanimous to pay the following:

	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Cheque No

	552012
	Community Action Suffolk – Brightspace. Annual fee for webpage
	£60
	S112 LGA 1972
	Via DD

	
	McAfee 2-year deal
	£40.99
	S112 LGA 1972
	Via DD

	CHEV21
	Annual payment for 1.5 pages in Benefice Magazine
	£112
	S112 LGA 1972
	Via DD

	59
	Clerk mileage expenses and stationery
	£20.40
	S112 LGA 1972
	Via DD

	60
	Clerk salary for O, N, D 2020. 72 hours at £12 per hour
	£692.80
	S112 LGA 1972
	Via DD

	61
	Clerk HMRC for O, N, D 2020. 
	£171.20
	S112 LGA 1972
	Via DD

	24005
	SALC (3 copies of Good Councillors Guide)
	£13.48
	S112 LGA 1972
	Via DD

	24027
	SALC – Chairmanship training via Zoom
	£60.00
	S112 LGA 1972
	Via DD

	
	Donation to Church for printing leaflets for the Council in Spring 2020.
	£25
	S137 LGA 1972
	Cheque No 1029



3. Discuss and sign the bank statement since last meeting as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance)
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council
Bank account balance stands at £28,014.62 on 31st January 2020

10.The Clerk’s report about progress of actions from last meeting.
	1. Completed Regional Flood and Coastal Committee’s questionnaire
	2. Received new SALC prices for 2021
3. Communicated with Suffolk Highways regarding replacement of VAS pole on Old Post Office Road. A new application is needed as the newly replaced 30mph sign and pole can no longer be used to hold the VAS machine. Letters sent out to nearest households for objections and comments.
4. VAS machine back from Westcotec. There was an error on the circuit board which has been replaced – free of charge.
5. Sold and plotted out Plot 106 to Mrs H McDougall
6. Liaised with Armstrong Funeral Directors for Mrs L Thurston’s burial and plotted out plot.
7. Emailed Anglia Water and Environment Agency about flood and discharge from pumping station in Church Lane over December 2020
8. Signed up to new 2-year deal with McAfee
9. Overgrown trees on green on Denham Lane
10. In process of selling a cremation plot
11. Suffolk Highways contacted to remove the signage following the road resurfacing.
12. Suffolk Highways emailed to say that the VAS pole in Hargrave Road SHOULD be in situ by Easter (April 4th 2021)
13. Article placed in Benefice mag regarding throwing litter out of cars and that it is an offence to do so.
14. Clerk spoke to the Clerk of Wickhambrook Parish Council regarding the building of new homes and the impact it could have on the traffic through the village. She replied that there are no plans to build in the village and that it was a ‘call for potential sites’ that caused a stir among the parishioners.
15. A concerned parishioner has emailed the Clerk with regard to our reply to the West Suffolk Planning Consultation process. Email has been passed on the Chair.

11. 	The following items were discussed for as plans for the Parish Council to tackle within the next 12 months
1. Plans to have a new pumping station in the village. Clerk to organise a working party of Councillors and parishioners from the village to tackle this.
ACTION:Clerk
2. VAS Data collection and what to do with the collected data
3. Rubbish around verges throughout the village. No communal litter picks allowed at the moment. To encourage individuals to collect on a regular basis. WSC have issued a link to their website regarding this. Clerk to add it to PC’s website.
ACTION:Clerk
4. Rewriting the Emergency Plan. Clerk to send present plan to all Cllrs.
ACTION:Clerk
5. Recycling and a possible visit to the County’s recycling plant (post lifting of Covid restrictions)
	
12.	Agenda items for next meeting
1. Precept form to be signed
	2. Financial risks assessment to be signed
	3. Asset list to be signed
	


13. 	Date of next Meeting is Thursday February 25th 2021 at 7pm via Zoom Pro


Meeting ended at 8.15pm




Signed ……………………………………………………………………..


Dated ………………………………………………………………………
2

