
`CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
OCTOBER 11th 2018
	
	Clerk:  Frances Betts
	Old Apple Farm

	
	Barrow

	Tel: 01284 810508
	Bury St Edmunds

	
	Suffolk

	Email:chevington-pc@outlook.com
	IP29 5DT




Attendees: Cllr A McCormack (Chairman), Cllr D Sweny, Cllr C Thurston, Cllr L Agazarian, Cllr Keegan. SCC K Soons, BCC M Chester, 17 parishioners and local residents.
Apologies: Cllr Doyle and Cllr Pettit	
	
1. Public participation session (15 minutes)
A group of parishioners attending wished to discuss the forthcoming issue of planning application DC/18/1018/FUL – Queen’s Hill, Equine Educational Establishment. The applicant also attended. The Chair reminded everyone that the Council was only due to discuss the amendment regarding the flooding issues and that the Council has sought procedural advice from SALC regarding how many times this issue could be discussed at meetings as it was very costly in time and management and did not take the issue forward. The Parish Council’s role as a consultee in planning issues is very small and the Borough Planning Department do not have to listen to its views. However, the Chair allowed each party to have the chair to discuss the issues they wished to discuss. The Council were not aware of the petition that a group of parishioners had conducted around the village and therefore cannot be seen to agree with this petition. The Clerk thanked everyone for their co-operation in holding the meeting in a professional and polite manner.
Due to the reason for the overlong Public Participation Session the Chair decided to bring forward several agenda items so that the discussion could continue. Therefore, the Minutes reflect that change.

2. Chairman’s welcome, introduction and apologies for absence 

3. To receive any declarations of interest by councillors. Cllr Agazarian declared that she had an interest in the planning application DC/18/1018/FUL but wished to speak about the issue but would not take part in any votes.

4. [9:5 – Cllr Agazarian’s report] 9:5:1 – Cllr Agazarian spoke about the two exits on the field that edged Queen’s Lane from the planning proposals site. She spoke of her and other parishioners who live on or near this quiet country lane and their worry that large horse lorries and such would be using these exits to leave the site putting dog walkers and walkers in danger from the vehicles due to their large size in relation to the narrow lane. She also pointed out the blind corner at the junction with Queen’s Lane and Old Post Office Road/Queen’s Hill. The applicant was given permission reply to this with her answer being a firm fact that these exits would all be fenced in and planted with hedges to act as a border. This appeased all the Council somewhat.

5. [12:5 ]- DC/18/1018/FUL – Queen’s Lane Equestrian Centre. Revised Flood Risk Assessment and details of the proposed works to the existing bund. Cllr M Chester advised the Parish Council that they were now official consultees for this planning application in spite of it being out of the Chevington boundary. This was due to the fact that the planning would affect parishioners from Chevington. The Chair was pleased to hear this news. The Council discussed the amendment to the flooding risk. Following on from information the applicant had given to the Council and meeting earlier where it was stated that she had met with Stephen Halls, Suffolk County Council’s Flood and Surface Water Engineer to discuss this issue and he had agreed with the changes and that the report now goes to the Environment Agency to review. In view of this the Council felt that they could not make a decision for or against this new amendment as they believed they did not have enough technical knowledge to make such a decision. 

ACTION:Clerk to write to James Claxton as West Suffolk Planning Department

END OF ALTERED AGENDA
6. [bookmark: _Hlk499632902]To approve and sign as accurate the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 30th August 2018.

7. To receive the Chairman’s report
1. Ash tree roots/stump – the tree surgeon has already planned to come back and cut the stump down to ground level. This is included in the original price and will occur at some time over the winter. 
2. WWI commemoration lunch – to be discussed later in the meeting
3. 30 mph bin stickers- following on from a discussion in which Councillors debated the actual benefit to the cost of purchasing these stickers for parishioners living on all main roads in the village and the chance that drivers would slow down it was decided not to go down this route but to continue with the VAS reports to the Police and see what happens with this data.
4. Phone Box – Councillors were shocked to realise that the phone had been removed in spite of objecting to its removal back in 2016 when BT raised a planning application to remove the phone. After some discussion Cllr Agazarian proposed and Cllr Sweny seconded that the Council vote on asking BT to remove the box. The following vote came out with 4 votes for the proposal and 1 against. The Council asked the Clerk to contact BT to ask for the box to be removed as the Council does not have the funds or manpower to maintain the box if it was adopted for a £1 on the Adopt a Phone Box scheme.
ACTION: Clerk

8. The Borough Councillor’s report was received. A copy of which is in the files. There was a discussion following the item about shopping in Bury St Edmunds town to save it from empty shops. Several councillors asked BCC Chester to investigate the data collected regarding to free parking on Tuesdays afternoons and shop/restaurant footfall. If this was positive why can’t there be a whole day of free shopping or two afternoons? Cllr Chester will look into this further.

9. The County Councillor’s report was received. A copy of which is in the files.

10. The following Parish Councillors’ reports were received
1. Cllr Sweny
2. Cllr Doyle
3. Cllr Thurston 
4. Cllr Pettit
5. [bookmark: _Hlk527106759]Cllr Agazarian
1. Queen’s Lane planning application – see above
2. Burial ground hedge and ditch – photographs were produced to show all Councillors the state of the ditch in the burial ground. This would be ongoing burial ground maintenance but clarification as to who owns this ditch is needed. The Clerk was asked to contact the church to see if they own it or not. This issue will be discussed at a later meeting
ACTION:Clerk
3. Burial ground benches – these benches need some essential maintenance. Cllr McCormack will ask a man he knows to look at the state of them and decided if he can carry out the works
ACTION:Cllr McCormack
6. Cllr Keegan – Remains concerned about the speeding in New Road and other roads coming into the village. 


11. The Clerk’s report. 
1. The Clerk organised for the cupboard in the village hall kitchen to be removed in readiness for the installation of the dishwasher.
2. Electrician has completed the necessary changes in electrics
3. The Clerk has sent a cheque as payment for the dishwasher. To be ordered for end of October – to ask for installation fee refund as a plumber has been found to carry out necessary plumbing and will do install as part of the job.
4. Plumbing for dishwasher is in hand
5. The Clerk has written to the Land Agent responsible for the tenants of the Glebe land in Mill Road and Old Post Office Road. They have written to the tenant requesting the hedges get cut back.
6. ICO direct debit mandate has been sent and the yearly insurance certificate has been received and is on the website
7. CAS annual membership certificate is also up on the website
8. Zurich insurance needs to be paid and the annual certificate is up on the website
9. The issue with Footpath 4 and the padlock has been reported and the County Footpath Office has written to the land owner requesting it be left unlocked.
10. The two defaced signs in the village have been reported to Highways and Highways have noted that these need to be looked at
11. The village’s Community Police Officer has requested that the Clerk send salient VAS information. See VAS discussion later in meeting.
12. Local MP and Suffolk County Councillor details have been put up on the notice board.
13. Poster for WWI commemoration lunch has been drafted, and is ready for the Chair to pin up around the village
14. Research on soldiers from this village has been completed.
15. Two places have been provisionally booked for the Suffolk Halls and Community Buildings Conference at the Riverside Centre in Stratford St Andrew on Wednesday 7th November form 9.30 – 3.30pm Proposer Cllr Agazarian, Seconder Cllr Thurston, following vote unanimous.
ACTION:Clerk
16. Parish Council notice board. Following on from a short discussion it was decided for the Clerk to write to the WI informing them that the PC needs all the space on the board in order to carry out its statutory responsibilities. They will be required to remove all literature before 31st December 2018. Chair to find out who has keys and to aske for their return. Chari and Clerk to be the only key holders
ACTION:Cllr McCormack
17. Wreath for 11th November has been ordered.
18. Email regarding maintenance of the burial ground and the planting of plants. The Clerk has been asked to write to this parishioner reminding her of the rules and regulations pertaining to the burial ground and that exceptions cannot be made.
ACTION:Clerk

12. Parish Council Finances: 
1. Receipts: none this month.

2 To authorise payment of the following invoices: 


	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Cheque No

	18
	Mrs F M Betts (Clerk/RFO expenses) 
	£30.22
	
s112 LGA 1972
	 901

	19
	Mrs F M Betts Clerk/RFO salary for quarter ending September 2018
	£642.60
	s112 LGA 1972
	902

	20
	Mrs F M Betts, Clerk/RFO HMRC for quarter 2 ending October 5th 2018
	£160.80
	s112 LGA 1972
	903

	3521
	McGregor Services (1 cut of burial ground grass and 1 x hedge cutting)
	£198
	s214 (2) LGA 1972
	904

	3550
	McGregor Services (2 cuts of burial ground grass)
	£180
	S214(2) LGA 1972
	904

	
	Donation to Lighthouse Women’s Aid
	£25
	s137 LGA 1072
	905

	
	Donation to St Edmundsbury Newstalk Association
	          £25
	s137 LGA 1972
	906

	
	Donation to E.A.C.H
	£25
	s137 LGA 1972
	907

	106396
	CAS for 1-1 media training
	£48
	s112 LGA 1972
	908

	
	Business Services at CAS Ltd – for Annual Zurich insurance
	£230.44
	s112 LGA 1972
	909

	996
	J W Electrics (village hall kitchen in readiness for dishwasher and water softener
	£84
	S133 LGA 1972
	910




6.Discuss and sign the bank statement since last meeting as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance)
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council. 

7.Confirmation of Lloyd’s TSB Bank Account balance as of the 1st October 2018:- £30,165.67 (NB: The Clerk did not receive a bank statement from Lloyd’s TSB bank at the beginning of September – they would not send one out either)
The statement was signed by the Chair.
Cllr Sweny requested that this section of the meeting take place at the end of the meeting as it often becomes quite disruptive. The Chair agreed and requested that the Clerk ensure this is moved down the next agenda
ACTION:Clerk


12.To consider planning applications: no objections lodged
13. DC/18/1217/HH – 87 Chedburgh Road. Demolition of existing conservatory and replace with single storey extension to side, rear and front elevations. (Approved) 
14. DC/18/1620/HH – 25 New Road. Erection of wooden gates (Decision pending)
15. DC/18/1552/FUL – Swaledale, 1 Garrod’s End. New build in garden. (decision pending). Please see website for all other decisions.  
16. DC/18/1823/HH – Field View, 3 Garrods End. Two storey side extension (after demolishing garage), single storey front extension, first floor extension over existing lounge, and connect loft to bedroom and storage area. (Decision pending) 
17. [bookmark: _GoBack]DC/18/1018/FUL – Queen’s Lane Equestrian Centre. Revised Flood Risk Assessment and details of the proposed works to the existing bund. See item 5 (The Clerk would like to apologize for her error in originally reporting this application as an equestrian establishment which is a very different business to an equestrian education establishment.)
18. DC/18/1936/HH – Cornerways. Old Post Office Road - (i) Two storey front and side extension to include double garage (demolition of existing detached garage) (ii) Raising of existing roof height to create first floor habitable rooms with dormer windows.
19. DC/18/1923/HH – 17 New Road, Chevington – (i) extend existing dropped kerb (ii) lay drainage to provide new vehicular access with permeable tarmac to connect with existing drop.

13. WWI Lunch
· Poster – written. Chair to pin up around village, Copy also sent to Benefice magazine
· Tickets- have been distributed
· Wreath- has been ordered and the Chair will place it on the memorial on Remembrance Day as a representative of the Parish Council and village parishioners
· Food – BBQ chef organised, desserts and cakes organised, Numbers needed nearer the time.
· Invites – Clerk to invite several elderly residents whose parents were living in the village at the time and several other dignitaries.
ACTION:Clerk
· Decorating hall – research on soldiers, flags, bunting all organised
· Next meeting to be held during the first week of November at Cllr McCormack’s home.
ACTION:Cllr McCormack


14. VAS reports – The Local Community Police Officer would like the Council to send him all data reporting speeding icidents 85% the speed limit. The Council will continue to monitor these reports.

15. Meetings for 2019-2020 – These were given to each Councillor. Cllr Sweny will ask the Village Hall Booking Secretary if these dates are free and report back at the next meeting.

16. Agenda items for next meeting – meeting dates

17. Date of next Meeting – The budget meeting – not open to the public. Thursday November 15th in the village hall. The Clerk will provide light refreshments.
Next general meeting will be Wednesday December 5th 2018 at 7pm.

VILLAGE WEBSITE CAN BE FOUND ON:- http://chevington.onesuffolk.net/

Deeds can be found at Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds








Signed ……………………………………………………………………




Date ………………………………………….
2

