NB: Deeds for the village hall and the burial ground can be found at Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds

VILLAGE WEBSITE CAN BE FOUND ON:- http://chevington.onesuffolk.net/

`CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES for extraordinary PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 22nd August 2024 at 7pm
	
Attendees: Cllr Shurety (Chair) , Cllr Saunders, Cllr St Clair Roberts, Cllr Robertson, West Suffolk District Cllr M Chester , Mrs F Betts Clerk and just under 50 parishioners
Apologies: Cllr McCormack, 
Non attendees: Cllr Bleeze, Cllr Keegan, S C Cllr K Soons


	1
	Welcome by Chairman and apologies for absence and non-attendance noted 
	ACTION

	2
	No Declarations of Interest by Councillors received
	

	3
	Public Participation.
Just under 50 parishioners attend (from a population of 650) and many more sent apologies. I would say a good 10% of parishioners from Chevington are very angry at this cancellation to the bus service. I have lots of primary statements to back this up. They asked questions such as:
· Who takes responsibility for this change
· When did the Consultation period start
· Which data did you use to make your decision
· Did you include bus pass users in this data
· Did someone physically ride the bus counting passengers
· Has someone physically walked from the village up to the new bus stop
· Why change the route to incorporate the hospital but miss out a couple of whole villages (I believe Wickhambrook is also affected)
· The route through Chedburgh/Chevington adds 4-6 minutes on to the route. Why does this preclude a change
· Why not 'Google' the email addresses for the Parish Councils
· Why not contact the villages' SCC rep Cllr Karen Soons
· Have you done an Equality Impact Assessment on this new route?
· Have you carried out a Risk Assessment exercise on the new bus stop in both directions on the A143 at Brookes Corner
· Why has due process not been carried out
· Why did you not check that your alternative to the bus service (Connecting Communities) had the capacity to take the extra passenger numbers (it clearly does not have this extra capacity from the tone of the people attending yesterday's meeting)
· Why did you not think about the younger members of the community who have had to step down from summer jobs and summer social events because they cannot get to Bury St Edmunds. They feel they have lost their freedom.
· Why can people living in Haverhill now get to the hospital but people living in rural communities cannot
· How many tickets need to be sold in order for the bus to be viable
· It has to be a commercial reason, and Stephenson’s' buses want more grant money
· Parishioners want the old bus service back
The Clerk read out a statement from Suffolk County Council’s Bus Strategy and Integrated Transport & Enhanced Partnership Manager outlining why they changed the bus route
	

	4
	The cancellation of the bus service through the village was discussed
Following on from the Public Participation item the Parish Council discussed:
1. Why did SCC not try harder to find the emails addresses of those villages affected so that they could be part of the consultation process. Chevington Parish Council have no regard for this consultation process and feel it is deeply flawed.
2. A show of hands of the audience told the Council that all attendees had used the bus in the past twelve months
3. The Council want to know if an Equality Impact Assessment was carried out. 
4. The Council want to know if a Risk Assessment has been carried out on the new site for the bus stop (both picking up and dropping off) Everyone in the room is aware that the A143 is dangerous at this spot and that there was a fatality car accident during the winter of 2023-24
5. How much will it cost for Stephensons’ buses to reinstate this bus service
6. The Chair asked the parishioners to vote via a show of hands for ‘Do you want the Parish Council to continue to ask questions and ultimately get this decision reversed’. Everyone raised their hands. The Chair then asked the Parish Council the same question and the following vote was unanimous, Therefore the Clerk will continue to search for answers to reinstate the bus service though the village
7. The Clerk has been tasked with 
· emailing SCC Bus Strategy manager and put the questions above to him for answering including the question why they did not try harder to contact the villages to be affected.
· To contact SC Cllr K Soons and ask why she has been absent during all this process and was she included in the consultation process. If not, why not.
· Contacting the local MP and asking for his support in this matter
· Emailing the bus company and asking how many tickets need to be sold to make this service viable
· Emailing Connecting Communities bus service and asking if they have the capacity for these extra passengers and if not, how they are going to fulfil this promise
· Contacting neighbouring villages and as for their response regarding the change to the bus service
8. The parishioners were asked to contact SCC, WSC and their local MP and write about their experience using the bus and how this affects their freedom to travel
9. This issue will be added to the next agenda for future discussion
10. Clerk to pin a printed copy of the draft Minutes up on both notice boards around the village
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	Date of next meeting: Thursday September 12th 2024
	



MEETING CLOSED AT 20.10 HRS


CHAIR: ……………………………………….     DATE: ………………….
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