
`CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES 
JANUARY 17TH 2019
	
	Clerk:  Frances Betts
	Old Apple Farm

	
	Barrow

	Tel: 01284 810508
	Bury St Edmunds

	
	Suffolk

	Email:chevington-pc@outlook.com
	IP29 5DT




Attendees:  Cllr A McCormack (Chairman), Cllr D Sweny, Cllr D Doyle, Cllr L Agazarian, Cllr Keegan, BCllr Chester and Mrs F Betts, Clerk/RFO

Apologies: Cllr Thurston, Cllr Pettit and SCCllr Soons
	
1. Public participation session (15 minutes) No participants

2. Chairman’s welcome, introduction. Letter from Cllr Pettit given to the Clerk which states her wish to stand down as a Parish Councillor with immediate effect due to personal reasons. The Chair accepted her resignation and the Clerk has been asked to advertise the vacancy. The Chair thanked Mrs Pettit for her service during her time as a Councillor.
ACTION:Clerk

3. No declarations of interest by councillors were received.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk499632902]The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 5TH December 2018 were signed as a true and accurate record.

5. The Chairman’s report

1. The Chair has received a copy of the Erskine Centre’s Constitution and Chevington PC’s responsibilities towards it. For the PC’s records and future information Chevington Parish Council is joint custodian trustee alongside Chedburgh Parish Council and both Councils have to sign any legal documents but Chevington Parish Council is NOT financially responsible for any part of the Erskine Centre or for future works that may be undertaken. The Chair will send the Clerk a copy of this paper for her records
ACTION:Cllr MCCormack
Cllr Doyle asked where the deeds were being held and Cllr McCormack will find this information out too
ACTION:Cllr McCormack
2. Accessible playground
The Erskine centre are fundraising for an accessible roundabout to be placed within its play area for both disabled and able bodied children and their parents to use. A short discussion followed where the possibility of the council giving a donation towards the funds was looked at. There is money left over from  the WWI commemoration lunch funds and the council would consider donating this under s19 LGA 1972 once further information has been obtained. The Chair is to find out how much more money is needed before the roundabout can be purchase and the tine scale they are working with and then the council may offer a ‘promise to pay’ a donation. This will be put onto next meeting’s agenda for further discussion.
ACTION:Cllr McCormack
3. Water softener and electrics in village hall (and dishwasher)
This slow-moving process is nearing completion. A slight flood has caused the water softener to be kept switched off until the floor has dried out but once this occurs the water softener can be turned on via its own dedicated electricity socket and the VHMC will purchase a padlock to keep the cupboard where the water softener sits is kept locked. The caretaker will keep the key. The Clerk was asked to write an official letter of handover to the VHMC and to bring it along to the next meeting for all councillors to sign and then send it off to the VHMC.
ACTION:Clerk 
4. Forthcoming elections
The Clerk is attending an official briefing about this later next month and will report back to the Council. All Councillors were informed that they will need to express their intention to stand.
ACTION:Clerk

6. The Borough Councillor’s report was received.
Cllr Chester discussed the new Bury St Edmunds’ town centre masterplan and informed the council that it can be found on the planning portal. The Clerk will send a link to all councillors and add it to the website
ACTION:Clerk 
Cllr Chester followed up a question asked last meeting regarding disposal of paint at the refuse centre. All water-based paint can have sand or soil added to it to make it solid and then it can be disposed off at the recycling centre but oil based paint must be dealt with by the hazard waste team.
Cllr Sweny asked if the free car parking on Tuesdays would be extended to start at 12 midday and not 3pm to encourage footfall. Cllr Chester would suggest this at his next meeting.
Cllr Doyle asked what the new coat of arms heraldry means and Cllr Chester will ask the department dealing with this issue as to the significance to the heraldry
The Clerk asked permission to publish Cllr Chester monthly report to be added to the village website which he agreed to.

7. The County Councillor’s report was read out and in future this will also be added to the village website so that all parishioners can read it too.
ACTION:Clerk
8. To receive Parish Councillors’ reports
1. Cllr Sweny
2. Cllr Doyle
1. Iron Gates footpath – what level of maintenance should this footpath receive because when it rains the road is under 2 – 3 inches of water. As this road is owned by a local farmer it was decided not to contact him but to observe the area for future deteriorated and then discuss it more then.
2. Yodel delivery paperwork in Old Post Office Road. 20 documents were found during December on the verge and Cllr Doyle collected them up. BCllr Chester said he would take them to the relevant team who deal with fly tipping and let them deal with the matter. The documents were handed over. Cllr Chester will let us know the outcome.
3. Cllr Thurston 
4. Cllr Pettit
5. Cllr Agazarian
1. Cross county lines meeting. Having attended a meeting in December Cllr Agazarian and Doyle would like to invite the Chief of the Local Drugs Police Squad to come to the village hall and discus this issue. They want to invite all local parish councillors and parishioners from Chevington and surrounding villages. This was proposed by Cllr Agazarian and seconded by Cllr Doyle with the following vote being unanimous to hold a meeting sometime in April once Cllr Agazarian has contacted the Police officer in question. The Clerk is to help with advertising.
ACTION:Cllr Agazarian and Clerk
6. Cllr Keegan

9. The Clerk’s report was received
1. The employee pension review update was proving more complicated than expected but the Clerk hoped to complete it within the time frame.
2. VAT has been reclaimed
3. Overgrown trees in Old Post Office Road down by the junction with Queen’s Lane. Another bus window has been smashed but luckily no one was hurt. It has been reported to Highways who reported that it did not need remedial action. Following a discussion about health and safety issues, the fact that this is the second incident involving a bus, its windows and trees on the highway, and Highways’ responsibility for parishioner’s welfare it was decided to send an email to SCCllr Soons suggesting that Highways were abrogating from their duty of care and that the trees in the ditch should be cut down.
ACTION:Clerk
4. The street lights and trees at top of Church Road and New Road email and information has been sent to Cllr Soons, and the Clerk is to wait another couple of weeks before contacting her again. Also, the field known as The Glebe has not had its hedges cut back and the Clerk is to contact the Diocese again to ask them for progress on the matter.
ACTION:Clerk
5. The new pole for VAS machine in Old Post Office Road is up and ready for use. It will need to have a bracket fitted and the Clerk is to buy one through the company they used last time
ACTION:Clerk
6. SCC Highways have been contacted about the missing ‘No through Road’ sign at the entrance of Grange Mill.
7. Clerk has been booked onto the following courses: Election Training, Community Energy Workshop, Village Halls and Playing Fields.
8. Sent list of 2019 courses to Cllrs Sweny and Keegan
9. Thank you for donation letters from Help for Heroes, Royal British Legion, Lighthouse Women’s Aid Ltd, Chedburgh Brownies and The Benefice magazine have been received.
10. [bookmark: _Hlk534879772]The Voluntary Network have sent an email requesting a donation to help with their work. The Council felt that more information about this organisation was needed before they could make a decision about giving a donation under s137 LGA 1972.
ACTION:Clerk


10. Planning applications update:
1. DC/18/2448/FUL – Broad Green Cottage, Chedburgh Road, Chevington – replacement dwelling and detached 3 bay cart lodge with storage rooms above (decision pending)
2. DC/18/1823/HH – Field View, 3 Garrods End. Two storey side extension (after demolishing garage), single storey front extension, first floor extension over existing lounge, and connect loft to bedroom and storage area. (Approved)
3. DC/18/1552/FUL – Swaledale, Garrod’s End, Chevington – 1no dwelling and access (decision pending)
4. DC/18/1923/HH – 17 New Road, Chevington – (i) extend existing dropped kerb (ii) lay drainage to provide new vehicular access with permeable tarmac to connect with existing drop. (Approved)
5. DC/18/2136/FUL – Willow Cottage, Tan Office Lane – (i) Construction of 7 pen cattery and (ii) conversion of existing cart lodge/garage to provide a reception area with addition 2 cat pens (Decision pending)
6. DC/18/2295/HH – Ruffin’s House, Brookes Corner, Chevington. (i)part single storey and part two storey extension (previous application DC/18/0642/HH part retrospective) (Decision pending)
7. DC/18/1018/FUL – Queen’s Lane Equine Educational Establishment. (Approved.)

12. VAS reports
The reports from December were looked at. There were only two hours within the entire fortnight that the average speed was under the mandatory speed limit of 30mph. It was decided to check these reports for another 6 months and then write a report to the local Police speedwatch team. The report also needs to mention which direction the machine is placed to see whether it is vehicles entering or leaving the village. The Clerk was asked to email the two volunteers regarding this discussion. However, the results do show that on average no-one who drives within the village drives within the legal speed limit
ACTION:Clerk

13. Filming Criteria at public meetings review
Following a discussion about this issue it was decided for the Clerk to use St Edmundsbury Borough Council’s filming criteria as a basis for the council to re-write their own filming criteria. Proposer Cllr Doyle, seconded Cllr Keegan with unanimous vote to adopt this policy.
ACTION:Clerk

14. Website courses for Councillors
It was decided that Cllr Agazarian could contact a computer/social media expert for advice on how to get the best out of the website and Facebook. Under the Transparency Code the Council has a duty to inform all parishioners of activities and discussions that the Council takes part in. These two platforms are a good way of ensuring the Council carries out its responsibilities.
ACTION:Cllr Agazarian

15. Parish Council Finances: 
1. Receipts: 
	Invoice No
	Receipt details
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Cheque no

	
	Payment for memorial in burial ground
	£90
	s214 (2) LGA 1972
	n/a

	
	Buzz Supplies Ltd (refund from no fitting)
	£155
	S19 LGA 1972
	BACS



2. To authorise payment of the following invoices: 

	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Cheque No

	
	Mrs F M Betts (Clerk/RFO) salary Oct-Dec 2018
	£642.80
	s112 LGA 1972
	922

	
	Mrs F M Betts (Clerk/RFO) HMRC tax for Oct-Dec 2018 (NB cheque paid to Clerk who pays HMRC via the phone)
	£160.60
	s112 LGA 1072
	923

	
	Cllr A McCormack – for items bought for WWI lunch in November 2018
	£47.02
	s138B (Religious etc. Observances Act) 2015
	924




6.Discuss and sign the bank statement since last meeting as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance). This was signed as a true and accurate record and Cllr Sweny mentioned that the amount stated in item 15:7 was incorrect as it read £28,158.21 and it should have stated £28,185.21. The Clerk apologised for the typo.
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council. 

7.Confirmation of Lloyd’s TSB Bank Account balance as of the 31st December 2018 is £28,185.21

16. Agenda items for next meeting
1. Letter to VHMC handing over the dishwasher
2. Election briefing
3. Trees and bus windows
4. Cross county lines meeting update
5. Accessible roundabout funding
6. Erskine centre deeds
7. VAS reports

17. Date of next Meeting Thursday February 28th 2019 at 7pm.

VILLAGE WEBSITE CAN BE FOUND ON:- http://chevington.onesuffolk.net/

Deeds can be found at Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds







SIGNED BY CHAIR:………………………………………………………………………
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