CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES FOR 25TH JUNE 2020
Via Zoom Pro

1. Public participation session (15 minutes).  One member of the parish did appear via Zoom for a few minutes but left the meeting before speaking.

2. Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and received apologies from Cllr Briggs.

3. Declarations of interest by Cllr McCormack and Nicholas were received. Both are on the VHM Committee.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk499632902]The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 13th May 2020 were agreed to be a full and accurate record of this meeting. To be signed and dated by the Chair when the Clerk visits following Government guidelines to social distancing.

5. The Chairman’s report was received.
1. Village Hall – Cllr Agazarian has been looking into the history of the hall and the running of and the finances for the village hall and believes that the Parish Council could help the VHMC get the running of the hall back on track and bring it into the 21st century making it a destination for all the parishioners to want to use. The Parish Council is keen to work with the VHMC in the future. See item 12
2. New Footpath – County Councillor Soons will discuss this in her report in item 7
3. Cllr’s roles and duties – The Chair reminded all Cllrs of their duties to act as a bridge between the Council and the parishioners. Clerk to resend a job description to all Cllrs
ACTION:Clerk
4. Hedge in Mill Road and old tree on Old Post Office Road – several parishioners and Parish Councillors disagree with the stance of Suffolk Highways and their decision that this hedge is within their safe limits even though the girth of the hedge forces pedestrians to walk on the road at a sharp bend in the road. Cllr Agazarian has arranged a meeting with Karen Soons for Friday June 26th at 10am and hopes this will move this problem nearer to being solved.

6. To receive the District Councillor’s report
1. The retrospective planning at 60 Chedburgh Road – Cllr Chester is still waiting for confirmation for West Suffolk planning department about this matter. It is in hand.
2. The application for a part of the 2020 Locality Budget seems to have been lost in the wires and the Clerk is to resend it via Cllr Chester. Hopefully this money will be used for a buffet style get together in the village hall to thank all the volunteers who have helped during the Covid-19 pandemic and to help raise funds and awareness to the Community Speedwatch Inititiative.
3. Locality Budget 2018. Money for WiFi and broadband to be installed in the village hall. Cllr Chester asked if it had been spent yet as this money is given to local groups with the express intention for it to be spent within 12 months on the specific project it was intended for. There is some confusion over who has the money and the Clerk can confirm that although she completed the form (as per request in Item 6 from meeting 18th January 2018) the money went straight into the VHMC funds and she had received an email from the Treasurer saying it had been received. The VHMC need to spend this money ASAP or send it back to Cllr Chester although he would prefer it was spent on its original objective. Cllr McCormack is more than happy to help resolve this issue.
ACTION:Cllr McCormack


7. To receive the County Councillor’s report
1. Libraries will be opening up on July 6th/7th across the County
2. Mill Road laurel hedge – meeting arranged for 10am Friday June 26th 2020
3. The new Cycle Routes will involve existing routes being linked together. Cllr Doyle asked if the old route through the Ickworth Estate to Westly Bottom and Bury St Edmunds could be reinstated. Cllr Soons that there was a series of tasks to be worked through before she could bring it to the attention of Suffolk County Council. These include: researching old maps for evidence of the route, collecting at least 25 affidavits from parishioners who have used for more than twenty years, collect evidence to support the theory that Chevington parishioners have always been able to cycle to Bury through this route thus preventing the need to cycle on the very busy main int to town, then the Council would need to approach the landowners (ie Mr G Gittus and the National Trust) and ask for permission to re-establish this cycle route. The Ramblers Association may be useful with this study.
4. The new footpath linking Chevington with Horringer has been walked by Cllr Soons and the Suffolk County Council Footpath Officer. Various corrections are to be made including: 2 new gates to be installed, several guided maps are to be installed to help guide walkers of the way, and the metal gate will be replaced with an easier to use wooden gate. All of these may take time as manufacturers get back to work after the Covid-19 crisis.

8. Parish Councillors’ reports were received
1. Cllr McCormack
2. Cllr Doyle – will join in with the discussion about the laurel hedge in Mill Road
3. Cllr Keegan
1. The application form for CSW has been completed sent back to Suffolk Police Speed Watch Team. 
4. Cllr Briggs
5. Cllr Nicholas
1. Village hall funding opportunities. There are numerous grants available and Cllr Nicholas is looking at which ones will be best to apply for. Now that the village hall may be back open and running, she will begin applying. She does so as a Parish Councillor on behalf of the VHMC as Councils have access to more funding opportunities than management committees. The Clerk [erroneously] mentioned that the Parish Council needs to check that the village hall has complied with all Government and health and safety measures before re-opening to the public and Cllr Nicholas is keen to do this check. The Clerk will send her the ACRE risk assessment form to use as guidance. Parish Councils DO NOT need to do this as the Clerk mis-remembered this from a SALC meeting.
ACTION:Clerk

9.  Parish Council Finances: RFO

1. Receipts: 

	Bank paying in book page No
	Receipt details
	Amount
	Statute Power

	500167
	Mr & Mrs Doyle
	£300
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10

	500168
	Mr & Mrs Fisher
	£300
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10

	500169
	Mr & Mrs Martin
	£90
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10



2. To authorise payment of the following invoices: 

	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Cheque No

	49
	Clerk/RFO mileage expense
	20.70
	s112 LGA 1972
	1018

	50
	Clerk/RFO quarterly salary for April, May, June 2020. Plus 29 hours overtime
	1028.80
	s112 LGA 1972
	1019

	51
	Clerk/RFO quarterly PAYE for April, May, June 2020.
	255.20
	s112 LGA 1972
	1020

	52
	Clerk admin expense for Zoom Pro subscription (£119 ex VAT)
	143.00
	s112 LGA 1972
	1024

	4019
	McGregor Services 2 x cut of burial ground grass
	180.00
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10
	1022

	8998
	Hire of hall – 4 hours @£5 an hour
	20.00
	s112 LGA 1972
	1023



All invoices were shown to the Council via Zoom document share facility and all were agreed to be correct. Cllr Agazarian proposed and Cllr Keagan seconded that all cheques be signed and sent to the agencies that raised the invoice. Unanimous vote followed.
 
3. Discuss and sign the bank statement since last meeting as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance)
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council
Bank account balance stands at £33,242.90 on 22 May 2020

10.The following Clerk’s report was received:
1. Zoom Pro subscription was applied for
2. Suffolk County Council Locality Budget. 
3. District Council Locality Budget
4. VAS pole in Hargrave Road – Cllr Soons to chase this up
5. Research for the purchase of new VAS machine from Westcotec
6. Audited accounts for 2019-20 sent to external auditor – Clerk has received an email reply of acceptance of the exemption certificate so accounts do not need to be externally audited.
7. Many emails regarding Covid-19 replied to and sent to all Cllrs as received.
8. Communication from SCCllr Soons reminding the Council to use the Highways Portal to report all highways problems. ANYONE can do this not just the Clerk. The Clerk does have an ongoing problem accessing this portal.
9. Website regulations change from 23 September 2020
10. Application for internet banking – Clerk has received an email to say that the application has been successful. She is waiting for the box and card to enable her to gain entry.
11. ICO and risk assessment for GDPR have been carried out
12. Risk assessment for opening of village halls has been sent to the VHMC
13. Risk assessment for Council’s offices – not necessary as we do not have a dedicated office space
14. Highways reports include old dead tree on verge of land belonging to Kings View, Queen’s Lane, overhanging hedge at the Old Smithy on Old Post Office Road and the laurel hedge on Mille Road. All have been inspected by SCC Highways and letters requesting action have been sent to householders
15. New emergency guide - A new guide by Communities Prepared and Action with Communities in Rural England aimed at helping rural communities become more resilient in the face of emergencies is to be written. Questionnaires are to follow.
16. Code of Conduct consultation
The Local Government Association (LGA) has launched a consultation on a new model member code of conduct. Clerk to inform all Council members as these progresses. They are keen to help with this going forward.

11. 	Planning Application: DC/20/0618/HH: 3 Barnfields, Chevington, Bury St Edmunds. Suffolk. IP29 5QN. Single storey front extension. No objections. Approved by West Suffolk Council

[bookmark: _Hlk49155034]12.	Village Hall request for funds. – The Clerk has received an email from the VHMC Treasurer requesting funds of £1750 to help with the introduction of broadband and WiFi to the hall. A full and healthy discussion pursued. The vote for ‘should the PC give a donation of £1750 under s137 of the LGA 1972?’ was proposed by Cllr Keagan and seconded by Cllr McCormack with the following vote being 1 for and 4 against the proposal. 

13.	VAS machine purchase – following on from the previous meetings held this year the Clerk presented three options for VAS machines from Westcotec Ltd. All Councillors have had these options to read through. Following a short discussion about the different machines Councillors settled on option 1 – a portable speed indicator device with smiley/angry face beneath, battery powered complete with spare battery, ‘intelligent’ charger, sign cover and bracket set for the cost of £2,900.00 excluding VAT. Cllr Keagan proposed and Cllr McCormack seconded the vote of ‘Should the Parish Council purchase this machine from Westcotec Ltd for the sum of £2900 plus VAT?’ the following vote was unanimous for this machine. Clerk to arrange purchase. The Council will be using the locality budget funds it is to receive from SCCllr Soons’ locality budget 2020.
ACTION:Clerk
	
14.	Agenda items for next meeting
	1. Discussion on incorporation of the village hall
	2. Laurel hedge in Mill Road
	3. The new legislation for website
	4. Deeds for village hall
	4. The Clerk’s job description
	5. NALC’s new Code of Conduct consultation
	6. BT phone box – what next

15. 	Date of next Meeting is August 27th 2020 via Zoom Pro

Meeting ended at 20.43 hours






Signed…………………………………………………




Dated…………………………………………………… 





NB: Deeds for the village hall and the burial ground can be found at 
Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds
Deeds for Community Centre (Chedburgh) deeds are also safe and held at a local solicitors.

VILLAGE WEBSITE CAN BE FOUND ON:- http://chevington.onesuffolk.net/
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