
`CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
April 11th 2019
	
	Clerk:  Frances Betts
	Old Apple Farm

	
	Barrow

	Tel: 01284 810508
	Bury St Edmunds

	
	Suffolk

	Email:chevington-pc@outlook.com
	IP29 5DT



Attendees: Cllr A McCormack (Chairman), Cllr D Sweny, Cllr D Doyle, Cllr C Thurston, Cllr L Agazarian, Cllr Keegan, Cllr Briggs, SCC K Soons and BC M Chester
	
1. Public participation session (15 minutes) No members of the public attended

2. Chairman welcomed everyone and declared the meeting open

3. There were no declarations of interest by councillors.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk499632902]The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 28th February 2019 were signed and dated as a true representation of that meeting

5. The Chairman reported
1. The Annual Litter Pick is due to take place on Saturday 13th April from 10.30am outside the village hall. Posters have gone up around the village.
2. He reminded all Councillors to remember to complete the form relating to expenses and the forthcoming elections. Clerk was asked to source some extra forms for all Councillors.
ACTION:Clerk
3. The Chair has spoken to the Chair of the fundraising committee in Chedburgh for the new accessible playground. They need to raise around £8,000 and would appreciate some help from Chevington. This will be discussed at a later meeting

6. The Borough Councillor reported that West Suffolk Council came into being on April 1st 2019. It is now a District Council and his new ward is called Chedburgh and Chevington Ward. He is due to stand for
 re-election on May 2nd. He also answered a question from Cllr Doyle regarding the Yodel leaflets that he had found littering a ditch in the village. Cllr Chester will investigate what happened to them once he gave them to the department dealing with littering at West Suffolk House.

7. The County Councillor reported that two previously outstanding Ofsted reported schools had just been reported as inadequate. Both schools were working towards making the schools safer for both staff and pupils. Cllr Soons asked the Council if Highways had carried out the work on the overgrown hedges as per their phone call. It was reported that NO this work was still outstanding. She asked the Clerk to re-send all outstanding works to her via email and she would arrange a meeting with Rougham Service Delivery Centre and the Council to discuss these long-term outstanding issues.
ACTION:Clerk
	Cllr Soons continued by telling the Council about the new opening hours for the Recycling Centres over the summer period. 
“The opening hours for recycling centres in Suffolk will change from the beginning of April. All 11 of Suffolk County Council’s centres will be open from 9am to 5pm every day from Monday 1 April to September. The new times will give residents an extra hour to recycle their waste during the summer months. On Thursdays from May to August, all sites will be open until 7pm - a good opportunity for residents to recycle on their way home from work. All sites will be closed on Wednesdays. On Sundays and bank holidays, the recycling centres will also be open from 9am to 5pm from April to September.”
She also had news about the new Heritage and Archives Centre in Ipswich, is set to open its doors in Spring 2020. It will replace the existing Ipswich Record Office in Gatacre Road, whilst the Lowestoft and Bury Record Offices will remain open. It makes previously unavailable records available via the internet.
Also, Suffolk has been successful in winning £1.725 million in extra funding for business broadband roll out

8. The following Parish Councillors’ reports were received
1. Cllr Sweny
2. Cllr Doyle
1. Cllr Doyle asked if the Clerk could contact the member of staff responsible for the annual village litter picks and suggest that all litter is put into different bags for recycling purposes as putting all types of litter into black bags suggested it was going to be burnt in the incinerator which is against all recycling policies.                                               ACTION:Clerk
2. Cllr Doyle also asked the Clerk to check her emails regarding his suggestions for future agendas and to send them as a list to him.                                                                      ACTION:Clerk
3. The bollard at the end of the footpath from Grange Mill and Mill Road was knocked by a lorry attending the building works in a nearby house. It is leaning and is wobbly and Cllr Doyle has asked the Clerk to find out if this can be secured or replaced. It is currently being used by the Waste Enforcement Officer to hold a sign requesting dog owners to clean up after their pets.
ACTION:Clerk
3. Cllr Thurston 
4. Cllr Agazarian
1. Cllr Agazarian discussed the recent Planning Workshop she had attended at SALC. She gave each Councillor a copy of her report. This led to a very interesting discussion with both the County Councillor and Borough Councillor joining in. The Clerk agreed it was a very useful workshop for all Councillors to attend. Cllr Agazarian had asked the leader of the workshop if it was alright for a Councillor to approach the planning applicant to view the paper plans on site and he said that it would. However, Councillors should make an appointment prior to the visit and take ID so that the applicant knows who is visiting. 
5. Cllr Keegan
6. Cllr Briggs
1. Community Speed Watch. Cllr Briggs briefed the Council about his conversation with the local Community Speed Watch Police Officer. This led to a discussion with both the County and Borough Councillors joining in. The points raised were:-
· The overall cost of a minimum of 6 volunteers in a group (3 in each team) is between £1,200 – £2,000. This includes high viz jackets, training, and radar machine. He would like to discuss this with neighbouring villages as this brings the cost down. He has 3 people interested in doing this already.
· Should the Parish Council self-fund another, more up-to-date VAS machine?
· County Councillor Soons spoke of what other villages are doing to help reduce speed. She will email the Clerk with details
· Possibly changing the signage on the approach into the village from Hargrave on Hargrave Road. Would it be possible to have a VAS pole erected or possible moving the 30mph sign further out of the village.
All of this will be discussed at a later date with the new Council

9. The following Clerk’s report was received.

1. The (overlooked) financial risk assessment for the internal audit was read out and signed and dated by the Chair.
2. Precept details published. These are due in the bank account at the beginning of May 2019.
3. Election 2019. The Clerk has published the uncontested results and these can be found on the public notice board. Two Councillors have not elected to stand therefore, the Parish Council will have two vacancies from May 2019. The Chair thanked the two councillors standing down for their service to the village and for giving their own time and effort. The Council all agreed with this.
4. The annual litter pick due to beheld on 13th April 2019 from 10.30am at the village hall. Last year’s litter pick had to be cancelled due to the Beast from the East snow storm.
5. Questionnaire for the Great British Spring Clean held between 22nd March and 23rd April completed. The village has been entered in as a participating parish.
6. Annual subscription for Suffolk Preservation Society due. £30. After a short discussion it was proposed by Cllr Agazarian not to join this year as money could be spent elsewhere. Cllr Keegan seconded this proposal and the chair asked for a vote. The vote was unanimous not to re-join and spend the £30 on the subscription.
7. The VHMC were sent a copy of the notes from the SALC workshop “Village Halls & Playing Fields and Parish Councils” and the Clerk received a thank you email.
8. An email was sent to the Head of Steering Committee (fundraising committee) for Chedburgh’s playground regarding them canvassing Chevington parishioners to ask for their views. This matter needs to be discussed within a Council meeting and voted before money can be given to this project. This will be voted on at the next meeting.
ACTION:Clerk
9. The Highways outstanding requests have been sent to Cllr Soons. The Clerk has since spoken to Highways at Rougham who will look more closely into the matter of the overgrown hedge on The Glebe’s boundary with Old Post Office Road. This work has still not been carried out and the Clerk will resend all details to Councillor Soons.
ACTION:Clerk
10. The VHMC has requested a dog waste bin be sited outside the village hall. If possible they would the bin to be sited to the left hand side of the hall next to the footpath. The Clerk will contact the waste enforcement officer for more details.
ACTION:Clerk
11. Grange Mill and no through road sign has been re-reported
12. As a matter of procedure, the Clerk would like to add an apology to the Treasurer of the VHMC who requested help with the Council providing funding for a footpath signboard. He would like the Minutes to reflect the fact that the request came from him as a private citizen and had nothing to do with his being treasurer of the village hall. He would be willing to help any Councillor that decides to take this project on.
13. Hargrave Clerk contacted for further information regarding above sign. Their sign was made by a parishioner so the Clerk needs to continue in her search for more information.
14. The Accounts are due to be sent to the internal auditor, Mrs C Fitzgerald after this meeting.
15. All election emails sent to every Councillor except Cllr Thurston who has been sent them via post.
16. The VHMC has advised the Clerk of the monies spent on the village hall during the early 2000s as per Cllr Thurston request. £32,515 was spent on the village hall in 2004 which was part payment for the accessible ramp and toilets. 
17. Burial Ground maintenance. 
· At least two graves have plants outside the permitted area. Following a discussion it was decided to send reminder to the two grant holders about the rules and regulations regarding the burial ground and to give a date by which the Council want the plants moved or else they would be removed. 
ACTION:Clerk 
· Also, the labelled crosses placed to identify the grave before the memorial stone is erected can be removed by the Clerk once the memorial is in situ.
· One of the benches has been removed for a refurbishment.
· It was suggested that the Clerk ask the PCC if the rules and regulations can be put in their noticeboard. In future a board may be erected on the actual burial ground with some form of water tap and watering cans
ACTION:Clerk

10.  Planning applications:
1. DC/18/1614/FUL – Greyhound Public House, Chedburgh Road. Change of use from A4 (public house outbuilding) to C1 (Guest Accommodation) – retrospective (decision pending)
2. DC/19/0277/HH – 21 Grange Mill, Chevington – single storey side extension (decision pending)

12. VAS reports. It was noted that all average speeds are above 30mph. Data to be collected by the Clerk for her report for the Community Police Officer. Cllr Doyle requested that the Clerk buy a replacement bracket for one of the poles.
ACTION:Clerk

13. Outstanding Items from previous Minutes during this Council’s last four years
1. Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator has remained unfilled since April 2015. Cllr Melero (previous Chair) was going to contact the local Community Police and inform them of the vacancy. This post is still vacant. To be added to the agenda for the first committee meeting after the elections.
ACTION:Clerk
2. In 2016 the Community Police said that they would only attend a parish council meeting if that village had had an incident involving police. They have not attended any meetings since, so the Council can assume that Chevington was not involved in any incidents involving the police during the last four years.
3. In 2017 BT were contacted by the previous Clerk regarding the BT phone box. They replied saying that the box would remain in the village for the near future and that there were no plans to remove it unless the Council requested its removal. (Item 10 (c) 19.01.17)
4. In 2017 Item 5 23.02.17 the Council were looking into purchasing ‘A’ boards for the village hall to advertise the groups that use the hall. This has not been discussed further. Apparently the VHMC have taken this project on so the Council need not discuss this further.

14. Parish Council Finances: 
1. Receipts: 
	Invoice No
	Receipt details
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Cheque no

	
	Hanchet’s memorial stone
	£90
	s214(2) LGA 1972
	£90



2. To authorise payment of the following invoices: 

	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Cheque No

	26
	Mrs F M Betts (Clerk/RFO) Salary for Jan, Feb, Mar 2019
	£718.40
	
s112 LGA 1972
	 956

	27
	Mrs F M Betts (Clerk/RFO) PAYE for Jan, Feb, Mar 2019
	£85.00
	s112 LGA 1972
	957

	28
	Mrs F M Betts (Clerk/RFO) expenses  
	£16.20
	s112 LGA 1972
	958

	29
	General Stationery (Mrs F M Betts, Clerk)
	£47.92
	s112 LGA 1972
	959

	21701
	SALC – Annual membership fee
	£319.30
	s112 LGA 1972
	960

	8929
	Chevington Village Hall
	£20
	s112 LGA 1972
	961

	
	Voluntary Network
	£25
	s137 LGA 1972
	962

	21646
	SALC – planning workshop
	£31.20
	s112 LGA 1972
	963

	3657
	McGregor Services – 1xcut Burial Ground grass
	£90.00
	s214(2) LGA 1972
	964

	21521
	SALC – 6 month payroll service
	£21.60
	s112 LGA 1972
	965




3. Discuss and sign the bank statement since last meeting as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance)
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council

4. Expenditure this year versus the agreed precept.
There is £256 left over from the 2018-19 precept. This will be carried forward and can be put towards further Councillor Training if the Council agrees.

5. Confirmation of Lloyd’s TSB Bank Account balance as of the 31st March 2019 is £27,911.39
6. Retiring signatory Cllr Thurston needs to be removed from bank details.
ACTION:Clerk

15. Agenda items for next meeting
1. VAS Data
2. Community Speed Watch (CWS)
3. VAS Machine in Hargrave Road
4. Moving 30mph sign in Hargrave Road
5. Newstalk donation request
6. Village footpath sign
7. Extra Dog waste bins around the village
8. Meeting with Rougham Service Delivery Centre
9. Cllr Doyle’s report
10. Possible donation to Chedburgh’s accessible playground equipment
11. Burial ground rules and regulations
12. [bookmark: _GoBack]NHW Co-ordinator
13. Cllr Briggs signatory on cheques

16. Date of next Meeting Thursday May 9th at 7pm. This will be the Annual Parish Meeting. The next Parish Council meeting will be on Thursday 16th May from 7pm which will be the Annual Parish Council Meeting.

17. Cllr A McCormack, Chairman, reiterated his thanks to the two retiring Councillors, Mr Thurston and Mr Sweny and wished them a happy retirement. He also thanked the Clerk, Mrs F Betts, for her conscientious and diligent work as Clerk over the past two years and hope this may continue.

VILLAGE WEBSITE CAN BE FOUND ON:- http://chevington.onesuffolk.net/

Deeds can be found at Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds



SIGNED…………………………………………….

DATE……………………………………………….
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