[bookmark: _GoBack]`CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES FOR APRIL 12TH 2018
	
	Clerk:  Frances Betts
	Old Apple Farm

	
	Barrow

	Tel: 01284 810508
	Bury St Edmunds

	
	Suffolk

	Email:chevington-pc@outlook.com
	IP29 5DT




Attendees: Cllr A McCormack (Chairman), Cllr D Sweny, Cllr D Doyle, Cllr J Pettit, Cllr L Agazarian, Mrs F Betts (Clerk/RFO), BCCllr M Chester, SCC K Soons, Mr Alan Webster, 26 parishioners from the village. 
	
1. Public participation session (15 minutes). 
· This was very well attended by parishioners and by representatives of the applicant for the Queen’s Hill Equestrian Centre and by a group of objectors. Both sides had several minutes each to put their point of view to the Council and then parishioners were able to ask questions. The Code of Conduct that the Council follows for its meetings was followed and it was a very good opportunity for both sides to hear the other side’s opinions. The Council were grateful for the good conduct shown by everyone attending this Open Forum. Although it over ran by 15 minutes the Chairman felt it was necessary to allow each side this opportunity to air their opinions and views.
· A parishioner asked if the hedge along Old Post Office Road outside Hillcrest could be cut back as it made coming out of the driveway onto the road difficult.
Action: Clerk


2. Chairman’s welcome, introduction and apologies for absence. Cllr Thurston sent in his apologies Two parishioners who have shown an interest in being prospective Councillors were also introduced, and asked to write an introductory letter to the Clerk if they wish to be considered for the vacancy.

3. Declarations of interest were received by Cllr Agazarian who mentioned that she lives on Queen’s Lane which was discussed in the Open Forum and later in the meeting.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk499632902]The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 28th February 2018 were signed and dated as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

5. Chairman’s report 
1. Ash tree removal -this has had to be postponed due to the wet weather. Once the ground has dried up the contractor will go in.
2. He has asked Saxon Monumental Craft for a quote to have the war memorial cleaned for the 2018 commemorations. They last did this in 2012.

6. Borough Councillor’s report 
· Boundary Changes - Even if a single council was not being created both councils were due to have their wards reviewed. Currently the Chedburgh Ward consists of Chevington, Chedburgh, Rede, Whepstead and Hawstead. Part of the proposals suggest this may change to Chevington, Chedburgh, Hargrave, Lidgate and Ousden. Historic moment as new West Suffolk Council goes to parliament 
· An order to create a new council to drive prosperity and jobs in West Suffolk will go before MPs after an historic unanimous decision made by Council Cabinet members.
· In the next financial year (2018/19), Highways England’s maintenance work will include £2.75 million on resurfacing the A14 between Newmarket and Bury St Edmunds (junctions 36 and 41), £2.5 million on bridge repairs on the M1, A14 and A1, £2.25 million on resurfacing the A12, and a further £2.24 million on replacing digital message signs on the same road. In April, the exhibition is set to visit West Suffolk at:
Waitrose Bury St Edmunds on Monday 16 April.
· Funding to tackle litter on Suffolk’s roads awarded to St Edmundsbury Borough Council - St Edmundsbury Borough Council has led a successful bid on behalf of the Suffolk Waste Partnership for £10,000 from the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) and the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government (MHCLG). The fund aims to reduce litter by funding innovative approaches to pilot, implement and evaluate small scale local research projects that could be replicated more widely. If anyone sees any fly tipping or incidences of people dropping litter please contact Cllr Chester with details.
· Travel congestion around Asda and The Range in town. People can go to the St Edmundsbury Borough Council’s website and look on the Masterplan for planned changes to the roads.
· For further information go to the village website or contact Cllr Chester via his email: Mike.Chester@stedsbc.gov.uk
7. County Councillor’s report
· POT HOLES Since the start of 2018, Suffolk Highways has received in excess of 11,000 customer reports, which compares with approximately 6,000 reports in the same period last year. This demonstrates the impact the bad weather Suffolk has experienced since November has had on the county’s road surface. Suffolk Highways has put in place several measures with immediate effect to help cope with the demand. 
· HOUSING STRUCTURE FUND The government has announced that Suffolk County Council’s bids to the Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF) have successfully got through to the next stage.
· WASTE PARTNERSHIPThe Council has been awarded an extra £10,000 to help with clearing up litter along the major roadways in the county
· COMPOSTING VOLUNTEERS  Requests for any one interested to contact Karen
· Walking Festival due to take place in May. Poster to go up on village Notice board
Action: Chairman
·  For further information go to the village website or contact Karen Soons via email on Karen.Soons@suffolk.gov.uk    


8. To receive Parish Councillors’ reports
1. Cllr Doyle:
1. Cllr Doyle has asked the Clerk to check with the Planning Department at St Edmundsbury Borough Council to check the rules about the running of noisy businesses from home and what can be done to cut down on this noise. He has received a complaint from a resident on Farrow’s Close who says she cannot sit in her garden due to the noise coming from her neighbour.
Action: Clerk
2. The green at Broad Green Close has been cut. He will keep an eye on this grass and if it does not get cut again the Clerk will ask if it can be added to the cutting schedule of St Edmundsbury Council
Action:Clerk
3. Damage to Old Post Office Rd edging where the new extension has been added and further to its left.  Cllr Doyle asked the Clerk to contact Highways at Suffolk County Council to have this looked at. Its exact location is opposite the post-box on Old Post Office Road and has caused quite a dip in the road verge. This has been caused by the contractor’s vans and machinery.
Action: Clerk
4. Potholes:
The road outside of and around the road from Smithy Cottage on Old Post Office Road has a large pothole which needs repairing. It has had yellow paint around for some time but no repairs have been done
And on Weathercock Hill just past the bridge on the right (coming from the village towards the Haverhill Road) are two large pot holes.
5. The sign posts at each end of Footpath 4 have been removed. Clerk has been asked to contact Michelle Sergeant the Counties’ Footpath Officer to have them re-instated.
Action:Clerk

2. Cllr Agazarian
1. Cllr Agazarian attended a Heritage Planning Course held by the Suffolk Preservation Society. The course was presented by Bob Kindred a specialist in Planning. He stated that we have an important role when comes to planning issues with old buildings and that we own these house for a short time and we are only looking after them for future generations. Cllr Agazarian will email her full report to the Clerk. If anyone wishes to read her report she can email it to them.
Action: Cllr Agazarian

9. To receive the Clerk’s report.
1. Registering Burial Ground and Deeds for the village hall and land (as per item 9:1 of meeting held on 19.02.18). Registering is in hand and can take up to 4 – 6 months to complete.
2. VAS machine. Clerk has names and contact details for 2 parishioners. There is a slight problem with the fact that the two volunteers do not have access to Microsoft Office/word to maintain the system. Clerk to contact Chedburgh’s Clerk and ask how they get around this problem. Also Cllr Doyle to ask the volunteers if they need any equipment such as high viz jackets or step ladder.
Action: Cllr Doyle & Clerk
Also there had been a promise for two extra posts to be erected and this has not happened. The location for these was to be in Old Post Office Road and Hargrave Road. Clerk to chase this up.
Action: Clerk
3. Dishwasher for village hall. (item 9:6 18.01.18) A quote for the electrical work has been obtained and sent to the VHMC.
4. DPORegs from May 2018. Clerk has contacted SALC to be included in their new service to cover these regulations.
5. Clerk has attended two workshops
a. Planning Criteria Workshop – a short report has been sent to all Councillors which should help when dealing with planning applications.
b. New webpage instructions for use. Webpage has been updated.
6. WiFi in village hall. Locality Budget money (£500) now in VHMC bank account. VHMC to take over the organisation of this. Mr  Alan Webster spoke on this subject under the Chairman’s invitation. He gave a presentation on safety and security to think about when buying and setting up the WiFi. The Council were very grateful to Mr Webster giving up his time to explain this to them and they will take all the new information into consideration when planning the WiFi. The Clerk will write up a short report giving the facts for future reference.
Action: Clerk
7. Burial took place on 26th March 2018, Mr G J Crysell. Grave number 99. Armstrong’s Funeral Directors have also contacted the Clerk regarding another burial planned for the 25th April. Plot 100. The Chairman to mark the plot and the Clerk to contact the gravediggers.
Action: Chairman/Clerk
Also, a parishioner who lives by the church entrance has requested that she and her neighbours be told when the funerals are to take place so that they can move their cars for the funeral attendees to have an easier place to park.
Action: Clerk
8. Clerk has sent Chairman’s letter to the Planning Portal with concerns about extra vehicles using Queen’s Hill and Queen’s Lane
9. VAT reclaim has been sent but not received as yet. Clerk will chase it up.
10. Footpath Officer’s email regarding Footpaths 2 and 4. Quote: ”The change in the footpath [4] from small path to stone track is disappointing, but there is nothing in the legislation that enables the County Council to prevent this from happing if the right of access is not impeded”. Footpath 2 stile has been mended.
11. VHMC has requested that the Parish Council starts to pay for the hire of the hall. To be discussed at the next meeting but for all Councillors to think about this idea uptil then.
12. Accounts for year 2017-18 have been sent to the Internal Auditor for review.

10. To consider planning applications:  
DC/17/1267 – Queen’s Lane: Decision pending (see item 12 below)
DC/18/0036/LB – change of windows – 2 Stone Cottages, Brookes Corner, Chevington, IP29 5RH: Decision pending
DC/18/0531/HH – Batley’s Farm, Depden Lane. Installation of an external boiler to rear elevation: Following a discussion and having read through the proposal prior to the meeting no-one had any objections to the plan. Clerk to fill in the paperwork and return it to the planning department at St Edmundsbury Borough Council.
Action: Clerk

11. WWI commemorations November 2018
The memorial was last cleaned in November 2012 at a cost of £576 by Saxham Monumental Craft. They have been asked to quote for another clean.
Action: Chairman

12. Queen’s Lane Planning Application – implications to Chevington residents. Following on from the Open Forum debate it was decided that residents would be affected by the large lorries accessing the site during the building if this plan went ahead and that the large double decker buses were the main problem on this road. The Council has previously sent a letter to the planning department stating this. There was also a slight worry that the bus company may change its route back to the original one that did not travel through Chevington and Chedburgh but kept to the main road from Bury St Edmunds to Haverhill. (Circa 15 – 20 years ago)

13. Parish Council Finances: 

1. Receipts:

	Receipt date
	Received from
	Details of Receipt
	Amount

	07.03.2018
	Armstrong Funeral Directors
	For burial of G J Crysell (ERoB for Grave 99)
	£300

	16.03.18
	From HMRC 
	Vat Reclaim for year 2017-18
	£348.12



2.  To authorise payment of the following invoices: 


	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Cheque No

	10
	Mrs F M Betts (Clerk/RFO expenses) 
	£93.94

	s112 LGA 1972

	 872

	11
	Mrs F M Betts (Clerk/RFO) salary for Jan, Feb & March 2018)
	£596.08
	s112 LGA 1972
	873

	12
	Mrs F M Betts (for Clerk/RFO income tax for Quarter 4) NB Clerk pays over the phone
	£149
	s112 LGA 1972
	874

	20115
	From SALC 1day new Councillor course
	£60.00
	s111 LGA 1972
	875

	
	Cllr Agazarian expenses for round trip to SALC
	
	TBC
	

	20184
	From SALC (Planning Workshop for Clerk)
	£30
	s111 LGA 1972
	876

	20266
	From SALC (Payroll provision for 6 months)
	£21.60
	s111 LGA 1972
	877

	n/a
	From Suffolk Preservation Society (SPS membership for 1 year)*
	30.00
	s111 LGA 1972
	878

	20588
	From SALC for 2018-19 subscription
	318.67
	s111 LGA 1972
	879

	105835
	From C.A.S (website training)
	48.00
	s111 LGA 1972
	880


*same cost as Cllr Agazarian attending one meeting. This enables any number of Cllrs to attend all meetings throughout the year. Clerk made financial decision as RFO.
3. Discuss bank statement since last meeting as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance)
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council. 

4 Confirmation of Lloyd’s TSB Bank Account balance as of 16th March 2018:- £31,004.08   

15 Agenda Items for next meeting
1. Update of Emergency Plan
2. Donation request from EACH
3. Donation request from St Edmundsbury Newstalk Association
4. Clerk’s hours and salary
5. Paying VHMC for hire of the hall
6. WiFi – needs to be discussed at VHMC or do PC run it?
7. Suffolk Record Office’s new home for Suffolk Archives

16 Correspondence File:

17 Date of next Meeting – Thursday May 10th from 7.45pm in the village hall (Following on from Annual Parish Meeting)

VILLAGE WEBSITE CAN BE FOUND ON:- http://chevington.onesuffolk.net/








	SIGNED……………………………………………………………………

 		   DATE………… ………………………………………………………
3

