`CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES
JUNE 20TH 2018
	
	Clerk:  Frances Betts
	Old Apple Farm

	
	Barrow

	Tel: 01284 810508
	Bury St Edmunds

	
	Suffolk

	Email:chevington-pc@outlook.com
	IP29 5DT




Attendees: Cllr McCormack (Chairman), Cllr Sweny, Cllr Doyle, Cllr Thurston, Cllr Pettit, Cllr Agazarian, Cllr Keegan, BCCllr Chester, Clerk/RFO Mrs Betts and 7 parishioners
	

1. Open Forum
· Discussion on newly revised planning application on Queen’s Hill. Parishioner asked Council to write a letter objecting to the planning application. See later for discussion notes.
· VAS machine – The machine has been up in New Road and is up in Chedburgh Road at the moment. The volunteer parishioner gave a short report about the latest figures gleaned from the computerised machine. In 7 days 3600 vehicles passed through New Road with the average speed being 36.5mph. More information will be gathered each time the machine is up in the village.

2. Chairman’s welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies for absence from SCCllr Soons.

3. Declarations of interest by councillors. Cllr Agazarian acknowledges that she lives in Queen’s Lane and the proposed planning application may affect her.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk499632902]The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 10th May 2018 were approved and signed as an accurate report of that meeting.

5. Chairman’s report
1. Electrics in village hall – due to be changed on July 10th
2. Village Hall management course – 18 June 2018. Could not attend as there were no places available. 

6.  Borough Councillor’s report discussed
· Blending of the two borough councils
· Should there be a mayor? It cost £100,000 per annum. Clerk to put a short report in the Benefice magazine to ask parishioners for their views.
· Boundary changes results are due out next month
· Town centre master plan. Major infrastructure costs will be high and there will be an initiative to seek for greater funding to be made available for the rural wards. Cllr Chester would like ideas on what to spend it on. Some suggestions were more dedicated cycle routes/cheaper parking scheme for rural residents in the town centre/bigger signs on the corner of bends to alert car drivers of potential cyclists. Clerk to put a report into the Benefice magazine to ask for ideas.
ACTION: Clerk
· Locality budget for next year. Cllrs asked to think about a club or society running in the village that could request the funding.

7. County Councillor’s report
Clerk read out her report which contained:
· Litter initiative – there have been no prosecutions to date. New bins are being trialled on the A11, A12 and A14.
Clerk has been asked to write a letter to Cllr Soons requesting that something be done about fly tipping and to increase policing of litter louts in and around the town centres.
· More pupils are receiving free school dinners
· Cockfield is to have more affordable housing built over the next few years.

8. Parish Councillors’ reports
1. Cllr Sweny – nothing to report
2. Cllr Doyle
1. ID has been taken into Greene & Greene
2. Laurel hedge the property of the Old Rectory has been growing over the pavement for years and has interfered with walker’s usage. Although it has recently been trimmed it was requested that the council waits to see if it gets a good cut after the bird nesting season and if not for the Clerk to contact the owner to request the hedge is cut back. 
3. Working Together to Reduce Speeding.   Siting of poles for VAS machines. This was discussed along with Cllr Keegan. Critical issues to be considered by the Parish Council in identifying suitable sites on Old Post Office Road and Hargrave Road. A possible suitable site has been picked out on Old Post Office Road just past College Farm. Photographic evidence is needed before a request can be made. Cllr Doyle to take a suitable phot and the Clerk to find the OS grid reference.
ACTION: Cllr Doyle and Clerk
Hargrave Road has no suitable sites due to its bends and curves. Council to ask Highways if the 30mph sign could be moved further out of the village.
ACTION:Clerk
4. Footpath No 4 Signage. Remains on the ground.  
3. Cllr Thurston – nothing to report
4. Cllr Pettit – nothing to report
5. Cllr Agazarian
1. New Councillor training course report given to all. Strongly suggests all other councillors attend either new councillor course or refresher courses
2. Requests that all councillors have access to SALC website and could Clerk send them all the password.
ACTION:Clerk
3. She would like to attend a course at CAS dealing with social media. She is keen to become the Council’s social media representative. Cllr Doyle proposed and seconded by Cllr Pettit with the following vote being unanimous for Cllr Agazarian to attend the course. Clerk to arrange it.
ACTION:Clerk
6. Cllr Keegan – spoke with Cllr Doyle about the speed poles for the VAS machines. Also, the trees growing around the sign at the top of Church Road and the junction of New Road and Mill Road have completely obscured it. It was suggested that the parishioners be asked via the Benefice magazine if they are willing for the precept to be used to have McGregor Services cut back the vegetation around all signs and the bus stop on Chedburgh Road. Or was there a willing volunteer to come forward and take on the work? Proposed Cllr McCormack seconded by Cllr Keegan following vote was unanimous.
ACTION:Clerk


9. Clerk’s report.
1. Deeds (Village Hall and Burial Ground) now registered and in the strong room at Greene & Greene. Signatory has attended the office with ID so Clerk to request for invoice to be raised.
ACTION:Clerk
2. Footpath 4 signage – reported
A request was made for the list of footpaths to be sent to all Councillors
ACTION:Clerk
3. Street light at top of Church Road with junction of Mill Road/New Road – needs tree trimmed - reported
4. GDPR audit has been carried out and website now has a privacy notice and an audit of all personal information kept by the council has been carried out. Appears to be little risk as council does not keep personal information apart from burial records and councillor’s/clerk’s details.
5. Cllrs signed GDPR forms and Clerk signed employee form
6. Cllr Keegan and Sweny have been sent the list of SALC courses. Could these be resent to them.
ACTION:Clerk
7. Village Hall management course – fully booked so unable to secure places for Councillors to attend.
8. Request that the Clerk writes in the Benefice magazine asking for volunteers to clean the benches in the burial ground and for volunteers to help at the WWI Commemorative lunch due to be held in the village hall on Sunday November 18th 2018.
ACTION:Clerk

10. To consider planning applications:
1. AMENDED Planning Consultation - DC/18/0642/HH – Ruffin’s House
No objections. Awaiting decision.
2. DC/18/1018/FUL Planning Application - (i) change of use of site from agriculture use (Sui Generis) to equine educational establishment (Class D1); (ii) conversion of existing agricultural storage barn to stables, tack room and storage; (iii) 1no. manege; (iv) 1no. rural worker's dwelling and (v) 1no. classroom building - Land at Queens Hill, Chevington, Suffolk. 
Following on from a discussion it was decided that the Council would hold a Public Meeting on Friday June 29th between 2-4pm. Clerk to put poster up around the village and to invite James Claxton, Planning Department at St Edmundsbury Borough Council to attend. Meeting proposed by Cllr McCormack seconded by Cllr Doyle and the vote was unanimous with Cllr Agazarian abstaining.
The following points are to be written into a letter to be sent by the Clerk to the Planning Department:
· Request Highways visit the site to see the narrowness and bendiness of the road
· Suffolk County Council to come and visit the site to see the possible chance of flooding due to the increase in the use of water from the toilets and showers
· Concerns over the business working anti-social hours
· Possible contamination of horse effluent to the surrounding countryside
· Possible adding some passing places onto the lane if the planning does get approval
· Concern over the cars queuing to get into the site on course days
· Concern over the access onto Queen’s Hill from the site
· Use of satnav could cause cars driving through the village and getting lost
· Concern that it is close to a site of designated special interest
· Concern on losing bus service due to their concerns on meeting the large horse boxes on the road
Clerk to write to the Planning Department with this letter
ACTION:Clerk

11. Safe Guarding
Too contentious an issue for untrained parish councillors to do this job. The council want this statement to be Minuted:
“Under no circumstances shall any Councillor become involved in any safeguarding issues. It is up to Suffolk County Council to organise professional help for anyone needing it.” Proposed by Cllr McCormack, seconded Cllr Doyle following vote was unanimous.

12. Neighbourhood Plan & Emergency Plan
Following on from the GDPR regulations May 2018 it was decided that the current Emergency Plan should be moth balled and that Suffolk County Council should be informed. The Clerk will await instruction from SCC as to when and how a new plan should be written.
ACTION:Clerk

13. Parish Council Finances: 

1. New signatory on cheque account – this is in hand and the forms have been sent off to Lloyd’s Bank. Cllr Agazarian is to be the new signatory.
2. How does the Council pay for the dishwasher? Should you get a credit card? Internet banking?
Following on from a short discussion it was decided that a credit card was not the right option for the Council at this time. Cllr McCormack and Cllr Agazarian are keen to move the accounts and finances on to the internet, as is the Clerk/RFO. The majority of parish councils in Suffolk (according to SALC) carry out their financial business with internet banking and the internal auditor also suggested it at the last audit. The Clerk will arrange a meeting with these two Councillors later in July to begin the process of moving to internet banking. Proposed by Cllr Agazarian seconded by Cllr Keegan, following vote was unanimous.
ACTION:Clerk
3. Requests for donations (Section 137) from EACH, St Edmundsbury Newstalk Association and Lighthouse
£25 to each request proposed by Cllr Keegan and seconded by Cllr Agazarian with the following vote being unanimous. Cheques to be added onto the next agenda
ACTION:Clerk

4. Receipts:

	Receipt date
	Received from
	Details of Receipt
	Amount

	18.05.2018
	Saxon Memorial Craft
	For memorial for Mrs O McCormack
	£90

	18.05.18
	From Bierton & Woods, 
	For memorial for Mrs S Fisher
	£90

	31.05.18
	From deceased’s parents
	For purchase of Exclusive Right of Burial for an ashes plot
	£90



5.  To authorise payment of the following invoices: 


	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Cheque No

	14
	Mrs F M Betts (Clerk/RFO expenses) 
	£48.31
	
s112 LGA 1972
	 884

	NA
	Mrs F Betts, Clerk/RFO Quarter ending 30.06.2018. 78 hours at £10.30 April/May/June with 55 hours overtime at £10.30 due to annual audit.
	£1096.10
	s112 LGA 1972
	885

	NA
	HMRC (cheque to F M Betts to pay over the phone) for April/May/June
	£273.80
	s112 LGA 1972
	886

	2076
	SALC for Cllr training
	£67.80
	s112 LGA 1972
	887

	8884
	Chevington Village Hall
	£20.00
	s112 LGA 1972
	888

	
	Felling of ash tree
	
	S214(2) LGA 1972
	889

	20810
	Books from SALC (x2)
	£6.50
	s112 LGA 1972
	890

	3413
	McGregor Services (2 cuts of burial ground grass)
	£180
	s214 (2) LGA 1972
	891

	
	Cllr Doyle’s mileage and lock expenses.

	21.55
	s12 LGA 1972
	892

	
	Cllr Agazarian’s mileage to SALC and back x 3 
	141.18
	s12 LGA 1972
	893




6. Discuss and sign the bank statement since last meeting as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance)
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council. 

4 Confirmation of Lloyd’s TSB Bank Account balance as of the end of May 2018:- £36,451.13

15 Agenda Items for next meeting
· Litter pick
· Ash tree – roots
· VAS information
· Grass verges – all over the village
· Chairman will not be at the next two meetings due to other commitments
· Election of Health and Safety and Risk Officer for the Council


16 Date of next Meeting – Thursday July 26th from 7.00pm in the village hall 

VILLAGE WEBSITE CAN BE FOUND ON:- http://chevington.onesuffolk.net/

Deeds can be found at Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds



Meeting finished at 9.32pm




Signed:…………………………………………………………………..
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