

`CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES 
February 28th 2019
	
	Clerk:  Frances Betts
	Old Apple Farm

	
	Barrow

	Tel: 01284 810508
	Bury St Edmunds

	
	Suffolk

	Email:chevington-pc@outlook.com
	IP29 5DT




Attendees:  Cllr A McCormack (Chairman), Cllr D Sweny, Cllr C Thurston, Cllr L Agazarian, Cllr Keegan, Cllr Briggs (Newly co-opted), S C Cllr Soons, B C Cllr Chester and Mrs F Betts Clerk/RFO

1. Public participation session (15 minutes) Mr J Briggs stood and spoke about why he wanted to become a Parish Councillor (to fill the vacancy made by the resignation of Cllr Pettit). He is very interested in the speeding issues throughout the village and would like to help the Parish Council in tackling this. He was asked to leave the room whilst the Council discussed his application. Cllr Sweny proposed his appointment to the Council and Cllr Agazarian seconded the proposal and following a unanimous vote the Clerk asked Mr Briggs to join the Council as a co-opted Councillor. He was given all the necessary forms to sign and welcomed by the Chair.

2. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, and everyone introduced themselves. Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Doyle. 

3. There were no declarations of interest by councillors.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk499632902]The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 17th January 2019 were signed as a true and accurate record of that meeting.

5. The Chairman’s report included:-

1. Erskine Centre’ Constitution and Chevington PC’s responsibilities towards it. Chevington Parish Council is a joint custodian trustee for this enterprise and therefore, has no financial responsibility towards the running of the building at all. There was no answer as to where the Deeds are being held. 
2. Accessible playground. The Chair has had a request from a steering committee from the Erskine Centre who are trying to raise £7,900 to cover the cost of an accessible roundabout in the children’s playground. After a short discussion the committee decided it needs to have more information about the costs before a decision was made on donating funds. It was suggested that the steering committee contact the parishioners living in Chevington asking them for their comments as whether some of their precept money should go to Chedburgh’ playground. The Clerk was asked to email the head of this steering committee with this information.
ACTION:Clerk
3. Possible village hall funding. Following on from a briefing workshop the Chair has discovered a website that lists funding opportunities for village halls to use. The website is:- https://www.acf.org.uk/
And the company is called the Association of Charitable Foundations. Representatives from the VHMC were informed of this website.
4. Conduct at meetings. Following on from an incident that occurred during the previous meeting (not Minuted) the Chair has requested that all Councillors refrain from using bad language at meetings and that all people attending future meetings adhere to statement No 2 from the Standing Orders.
5. Request from VHMC to help fund a village map. The Treasurer from the VHMC has approached the Chair to ask for a donation towards a new notice board for the footpath map to be displayed somewhere in the village. The Chair believes the Committee needs to have more detailed information regarding costs before any money is committed towards this venture. The Clerk was asked to add this item to a future agenda in May once elections have been completed and to email the Treasurer with this information.
ACTION: Clerk 
6. Welcome packs. The Parochial Council has made a request for the Parish Council to help them with collating a ‘Welcome’ pack to all new parishioners moving into the village. Following a debate, it was decided that all the information was already easy to find either via the Benefice magazine (which goes to every household for free) and the notice board by the village hall as well as the website so the council would not be offering to help the Parochial Council with this venture. The Chair will relay this information to the Parochial Council
ACTION:Cllr McCormack
7. The Clerk and Chairman signed a letter written to the Chair of the VHMC stating that the Parish Council was handing over all financial responsibility and maintenance of the dishwasher and water softener to the VHMC from the date of this meeting. The Chair will hand deliver this letter to the VHMC Chair.
ACTION: Cllr McCormack

6. The Borough Councillor’s report was received. This has been uploaded to the website.
7. The County Councillor’s report was received. This has been uploaded to the website.
8. The following Parish Councillors’ reports were received:
1. Cllr Sweny
1.Email. Cllr Sweny wished to discuss an email sent to all councillors from the Chair following the meeting held in January. He wished to make the distinction between what he felt was bad language and what other people might perceive as bad language. Following a discussion, it was decided that this matter was very subjective to each person and the matter was to be left undecided as to what was bad language and what was correct language. He also felt that the matter had been part of the agenda and therefore he could speak about it and the Clerk agreed that the way the agenda had been written did allow him to speak. However, from the date of these Minutes the Clerk will halt all discussions that deal with Village Hall Management business that does not concern the Parish Council.
2. Cllr Thurston 
1.Cllr Thurston asked the Clerk to find out how much the work carried out on the village hall cost in 2004. The Clerk has said she would try to find out but that she did not have any records going back this far.
ACTION:Clerk
3. Cllr Agazarian
1. The cross county lines meeting has had to be postponed as the Police Inspector running this operation has been in-undated with requests for him to speak at village halls so this will be looked into after the May elections
2. The proposed bus stop on Queen’s Hill is causing some concern as to where it will be placed. Cllr Agazarian was advised to speak to S C Cllr Soons and the Highways Department about this issue. 
ACTION:Cllr Agazarian
3. WiFi update (VHMC business) so no further debate followed.
4. Cllr Keegan
1. Cllr Keegan spoke about several parishioners who seem to be speeding down New Road during the night. He said it looked like they were having ‘time trials’ and that it was noisy (as well as dangerous) some nights. He was asked by the Clerk to see if he could find out where these drivers live in the village so that the Clerk can notify the police.
ACTION: Cllr Keegan & Clerk
5. Cllr Briggs
1. Cllr Briggs spoke of his concern about speeding vehicles entering the village. He would like to see the Council investigating the possibility of moving the 30mph sign on Hargrave Road back some metres so that the cars have slowed down by the time they reach the Grange Mill area. This will be added to the agenda once the Elections are over.


9. The following Clerk’s report was received:
1. Election Briefing. Election due on May 2nd 2019. All Councillors received their election papers. The Clerk will hand deliver Cllr Doyle’s papers
ACTION:Clerk
2. Employee pension review update now completed.
3. Community energy and neighbourhood planning conference (24.01.2019). This led to the Chair contacting Jamie Murphy at Groundwork to carry out a free energy efficient survey on the village hall. There was also a suggestion that the village hall may be a suitable site to install an electric car charging power point.
4. All Councillors were reminded about standing order number 2 from the Council’s adopted standing orders that states that all people attending PC meetings should be polite and respectful of all others at the meeting.
5. The bracket for the additional VAS pole in Old Post Office Road has been purchased and installed. The VAS machine can now be used in this area.
6. The computer for VAS data lent to the Council by the Clerk is too modern for the VAS machine to download to. So, the volunteers have gone back to using Cllr Doyle’s computer until something else can be found
7. VAT return money is due. This could be used to train (update) all councillors? 
8. Overgrown trees in Old Post Office Road. Re-reported No00234113. The Chair has spoken to the tenant who says she will cut back the hedges and S C Cllr Soons would like to know about all outstanding Highway issues and the Clerk will send the details on to her.
ACTION:Clerk
9. There has been a dog waste issue highlighted by young school mothers. The Clerk contacted West Suffolk Council’s Waste Enforcement Officer who has placed a large sign in the area reminding dog walkers of their responsibilities.
10. The ‘No through Road’ sign at the entrance of Grange Mill has still not been replaced. The Clerk is to re-report this and sent the details onto S C Cllr Soons
ACTION:Clerk
11. Following on from a Village Halls and Playing Fields Training Day (22.01.19) the Clerk is able to inform the Parish Council what their financial responsibilities are to the village hall. As stated previously, the Parish Council is the Custodian Trustee to the VHMC but has no financial responsibilities. Cllr Thurston stated that all the parishioners of Chevington own the village hall and that the Parish Council receives the precept from all Parishioners, but the Clerk stated that the village hall is there for all the parishioners to use and for parishioners to volunteer to help on the VHM Committee if they so choose,  but that ownership is not the actual state. The VHMC can request donations from the Parish Council but the Council can decide itself if it makes donations to the village hall and how it makes donations and if money needs to be paid back if a loan is made. The Clerk has details of the course she attended and will kindly send copies to anyone who is interested.
12. The list of 2019 courses has been sent to Cllrs Sweny and Keegan, but with the co-option of Cllr Briggs the Clerk will contact SALC for the new 2019 list and sent these on to everyone. (See item 9:7)
13. A poster sent by Home Start has been pinned up on noticeboard
14. Facebook and the website are up-to-date
15. The Council has received several retrospective planning applications in the last six months. West Suffolk Council Planning Department say that this issue is increasing all over the area and that Chevington is not alone.
16. [bookmark: _Hlk534879772]The Voluntary Network have sent an email requesting a donation to help with their work. The Clerk has investigated this charity and it is a bonafide organisation. Cllr Keegan proposed the donation of £25 under s137 LGA 1972 and Cllr Briggs seconded the proposal. Following a vote the Council decided 4:2 to send a donation to this charity at the next meeting.
17. Headway charity posters have been pinned up in the hall.
18. Great British Cleanup is due to take place at the end of March. The Clerk has been asked to organise a village litter pick for the end of April.
ACTION:Clerk
19. The Clerk was unable to pin up the agenda on the noticeboard as her printer was playing up. It was only just fixed for tonight’s meeting, but the agenda had been uploaded on to the website.


10. To consider planning applications:
1. DC/18/2448/FUL – Broad Green Cottage, Chedburgh Road, Chevington – replacement dwelling and detached 3 bay cart lodge with storage rooms above (Approved)
2. DC/18/1552/FUL – Swaledale, Garrod’s End, Chevington – 1no dwelling and access (Approved)
3. DC/18/2136/FUL – Willow Cottage, Tan Office Lane – (i) Construction of 7 pen cattery and (ii) conversion of existing cart lodge/garage to provide a reception area with addition 2 cat pens (Approved)
4. DC/18/2295/HH – Ruffin’s House, Brookes Corner, Chevington. (i)part single storey and part two storey extension (previous application DC/18/0642/HH part retrospective) (Approved)
5. DC/18/1614/FUL – Greyhound Public House, Chedburgh Road, Chevington. Change of use from A4 (public house outbuilding) to C1 (Guest Accommodation) – retrospective (decision pending)
6. DC/19/0277/HH – 21 Grange Mill, Chevington – single storey side extension.
No objections given to planning application 10:5 and 10:6 Clerk to inform the Planning Department

ACTION:Clerk

12. VAS reports. January’s reports were looked at. The Clerk will keep these reports on file as she collects 6 – 9 months’ worth of data before she sends it to the Transport Police.

13. Filming Criteria at public meetings review. This was duly signed by the Chair and Clerk following on from last meeting’s adoption (Item 13). (Clerk had to print off a form as she did not have one at the last meeting) This will now be placed in the Council’s files.

ACTION:Clerk
14. Parish Council Finances: 
1. Receipts: none this month.
	Invoice No
	Receipt details
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Cheque no



2. To authorise payment of the following invoices: 

	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Cheque No

	24 
	Mrs F M Betts (Clerk/RFO expenses) mileage
	£60.30
	
s112 LGA 1972
	 925

	25
	Mrs F M Betts (Clerk/RFO) annual payment for use of home
	£160.00
	s112 LGA 1972
	951

	9706
	Westcotec bracket for VAS pole
	£69.00
	s112 LGA 1972
	952

	21425
	SALC – Election briefing
	£30.00
	s112 LGA 1972
	953

	21338
	SALC – village halls and playing fields briefing
	£31.20
	s112 LGA 1972
	954

	8929
	VHMC – rental of the hall 4 hours @£5/hr
	£20.00
	s112 LGA 1972
	955




6.The bank statement was discussed and signed by the Chair as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance)
NB By Virement and means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council. 

7.Confirmation of Lloyd’s TSB Bank Account balance as of the 31st January 2019 is £27,334.79

15. Agenda items for next meeting
1. 2004 spend on the village hall
2. Litter pick for the village
3. VAS reports
4. Speeding issues through the village
5. Yearly accounts audit
6. Cheque to The Volunteer Network (£25)
7. Donation to Chedburgh for accessible roundabout

16. Date of next Meeting Thursday April 11th 2019 at 7pm.

VILLAGE WEBSITE CAN BE FOUND ON:- http://chevington.onesuffolk.net/

Deeds can be found at Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds




SIGNED……………………………………………………………………….
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