CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes for the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday May 8th 2019

Attendees: Cllr A McCormack, Cllr D Doyle, Cllr L Agazarian, Cllr P Keegan, SCClr K Soons, DCllr M Chester and 25 parishioners

1) The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and mentioned the following apologies for Absence: Mrs J Pettit and Cllr JK Briggs. All councillors and the Clerk were introduced to the members of the public attending.

2) The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held 10th May 2018 were signed and dated as a true and accurate record of this meeting.

3) The following reports were received:

Chair, Chevington Parish Council. 
His report included the following items: the donation of the dishwasher to the VHMC, tackling the speeding issues through the village by organising a new pole for the VAS machine in Old Post Office Road, valuing and registering the deeds for the burial ground and village hall, organising a successful commemoration lunch for WWI victims and survivors, ensuring the Council complies with new GDP regulations, hosting a meeting to enable parishioners to discuss the planning application on Queen’s Hill, withdrawing from West Suffolk Council’s emergency plan initiative, continuing the maintenance of the burial ground and cutting back of an ash tree and renovating one of the benches, organising and supporting the VHMC with the installation of the WIFi, arranging an energy survey from Suffolk Climate Change Partnership and Greenspace for the village hall, overseeing a successful annual litter pick, seeing one Cllr resign and another take her place, seeing two councillors stand down at the Election held in May 2019 and the year ends with two vacancies.

Cllr Karen Soons, Suffolk County Councillor.
Her report included: Using the highway’s reporting tool, the new fire engine which is going on a tour so people can see what the Council has bought, the £6m recycling waste centre upgrade, news of The Hold the state of the art records office in Ipswich, the thermal patching for potholes which creates a 15 minute rolling road closure and can take place at night as it is so quiet.

Cllr M Chester, West Suffolk District Councillor.
He reported that the new Council had its first meeting on Tuesday May 7th 2019 so there was nothing for him to report as such. He is newly re-elected and had a 42% electorate turnout. His ward is now called Chedburgh and Chevington Ward and covers 8 villages.

Suffolk Police Safer Neighbourhood Team.
No report as Clerk received an email stating that no significant crime had been reported in the village throughout the previous 12 months.

The Village Hall Management Committee.
The Chair read out this report. It included: an increase in bookings, the continued support of several clubs, a new Yoga club booking on a Wednesday evening, the technical issues with the sound system and the hearing loop system seems to have been resolved, and WiFi is almost installed in the hall. They would like to thank the Parish Council for the donation of the dishwasher which is working well and thank the Council for their support over the last 12 months and the County and District Councillors for their support and the locality budgets they gave them.

Chevington Parish Church 
There was news that the church hopes to install a kitchen and toilet in the church and would be meeting with Diocesan Advisory Council soon to discuss the plans.

Chevington Women’s Institute.
The Secretary from the WI reported that they have had another successful year full of interesting monthly talks, that the sun shone for their summer garden party in July, that they have held several successful craft workshops and been on several trips across the county. Members also attended the Autumn Conference which they enjoyed. At present they have 29 members and 9 committee members.

Chedburgh, Chevington, Depden & Rede Community Council.
The Chair of this organisation reported that it has been a difficult period due to too many maintenance issues and not enough money to cope. He asked for ideas for fundraising to help boost these funds. On the plus side this brings a community together and he had many social event to report that had raised money and brought he community together. There are 8 trustees with 2 vacancies if anyone is interested in helping.

Little Tea Pots Pre-school.
Their report consisted of the following:
2018 / 2019 has been the busiest year to date, we are currently full every morning with 32 children attending and over 50 children on our register.
We have been visiting Glastonbury court nursing home once a month with a small group of 5 – 6 children, singing songs with the residents.  We also performed our nativity to the residents again in December and a visit to Father Christmas in his grotto.  Our annual nativity in the Erskine centre again was a great success raising more funds for the Pre School. 
In November and February we had two visits from Zoolab who brought various mini beasts with them for the children to look at and stroke.
We have brought the “Awe and Wonder” back into the setting with the inclusion of Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths  (STEM).  All staff have attended various training courses from Autism to Mental health, safeguarding and food hygiene.  We have a communication group, physical phonics and playdough and finger gym.  We currently have 8 members of staff.
We have made lots of changes both inside and outside.  Opening up the interior by removing a partion and including a two seater sofa for the children to relax and look at books on.
During the Easter holidays we had a whole garden refurb by Stevie Turner Groundworks, building up a lovely planting area for the children and a chipped barked area with a wicker tepee.  During the next holidays he will be painting the fencing.  We have managed to pay for this with lots of fundraising including cake sales, coffee mornings and the summer fete.
At the beginning of June, we have been asked to join Rede in their Art and Flower Show with art work by the children.
In July we will be losing 17 children who will be leaving to start primary school.
We were pleased to be informed by Suffolk County Council that they had nominated us and one childminder for the Raising the Bar Awards for services to education and Jenny has been asked to be a key practitioner to help support others in running a successful pre-school.


Ickworth Park Primary School.
Unfortunately, no-one attended from the school to give a report.

The Chevington Charities.
The trustees are:-  Rector Reverend Dr Simon Hill, Simon Williams, Christine Anthony, Charles Thurston, Jenny Snape,  Katherine Parsons and Mr Denis Doyle
The Trustees met on the evening of 20th Nov. 2018.   The trustees gave out £900 to 75 recipients with a small amount left in reserve for village residents should the need arise.

      Footpath and Tree Preservation Officer
Over the past twelve months the bridge in Footpath 5 has been rebuilt, a fallen tree on Footpath 7 was cleared by the land owner, metal gates erected on footpaths 3 and 7 have been erected to deter hare coursing and a listed silver birch tree died in last year’s drought.


4) Celebration of long service to retiring Cllr Thurston.
Unfortunately, Retiring Cllr Thurston and his wife were unable to attend but the Clerk spoke of his time during his 40 years as a Parish Councillor and everyone in the hall applauded his long service for the village. A small gift of a bottle of red wine and an orchid plant for his wife will be taken to them by the Chair as soon as can be arranged.

5) Date and time of next meeting
Wednesday May 6th 2019 at 7pm in the hall (unless the date is otherwise changed).

The meeting closed at 8.25pm and was followed by a small drink’s reception in honour of retired Cllr Thurston.





Signed……………………………………………………



Date ……………………..

