`CHEVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES
27th AUGUST 2020
	
	Clerk:  Frances Betts
	Old Apple Farm

	
	Barrow

	Tel: 01284 810508
	Bury St Edmunds

	
	Suffolk

	Email:chevington-pc@outlook.com
	IP29 5DT




Attendees: Cllr L Agazarian (Chair), Cllr A McCormack (Vice Chair), Cllr D Doyle, Cllr Keegan, Cllr Briggs and D Cllr Chester 
	
1. Public participation session (15 minutes). Applicant for post of 2 Parish Councillors.

2. Chairman’s welcome, introduction and apologies for absence from S Cllr Soons

3. To receive any declarations of interest by councillors.

4. [bookmark: _Hlk499632902]Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 25th June 2020 approved and signed

5. Chairman’s report

1. Dog waste along the new footpath circulating National Trust property. WSC Waster Enforcement Officer has been contacted and suggested the Council highlight the persistent problem via social media.
ACTION:Clerk
2. Burial ground hedge. Stuart Bradnam who cut the hedge previously is willing to plant fill-in saplings and tidy up the hedge annually on a pro-bonus basis. Cllr McCormack also has some tree saplings which can be planted on later in the year. Following on from the site survey it was decided that the Clerk ask the owner of the land adjacent to the burial ground to cut back the top of their hedge to keep in line with the burial ground hedge.
ACTION:Clerk
3. Benches in burial ground. The Clerk has contacted the company in Ipswich which supplied the bench opposite the Greyhound pub several years ago. They no longer fit but can supply. The Chair has asked all Councillors to research companies that supply municipal benches. The newly refurbished bench should be returned over the August bank holiday weekend. The Council would like to thank the parishioner who kindly carried out this service.
4. Wild flower and bulb planting around the burial ground. WSC will supply seed kits to local councils and the Chair is waiting for more correspondence from them. The Council will meet later in the autumn to plant bulbs. 
5. Hedge on Mill Road. The Council will ask S Cllr Soon’s advice on the best way forward with this problem.
ACTION: Clerk
6. Councillor resignation. Cllr Nicholas has sent in her letter of resignation with immediate effect. There are now TWO vacancies on the Council.
7. Clerk’s job description. This was discussed and it was mentioned that the job description for the Clerk is rapidly changing due to new legislations.
8. The Chair has been approached by several Cllrs and parishioners to see if there is any possibility of the Council obtaining a piece of land to have a children’s playground erected on to it. In the present financial climate it seems very unlikely that this will happen. However, the Council has recently received a copy of Hopkin Homes annual financial statement and as the village has several fields highlighted as potential building plots it could be that the Council approach the builders (whoever they may be) to add a small play area into its development.
9. The Chair would like Cllr Briggs and Cllrs Keagan to contact the CSW leader in Hargrave for hints and tips.
10. The Chair has spent the summer networking with various local agencies including the Rector, the Erskine Centre Fundraising Manager and several neighbouring Parish Councils and is keen to maintain these links going forward.

6. District Councillor’s report 
1. There have been some issues with cars being parked on the pavement at Chedburgh Road from Factory Lane entrance towards Chedburgh. Cllr Chester said he would look in to this as it is a Civil Parking Enforcement Issue that WSC deals with.
2. He will also check how the two enforcement planning issues are progressing. (See Clerk ‘s report items 10:5)

7. County Councillor’s report – no attendance, but August report has previously been circulated.

8. Parish Councillors’ reports
1. Cllr McCormack
1.   Following on from the resignation of Cllr Nicholas, Cllr McCormack said he was       willing stand as the PC’s rep on the VHMC. All Council agreed as this was the post he had filled previous to May 2020. 
2.    The Church is considering having a water supply to the church grounds. He wondered if the Council would be willing to join in with the cost of this so that water was available to the burial ground. After a short discussion it was decided that it could prove expensive doing this and to continue with the previous idea of getting a small shelter over one of the benches with guttering to collect rain water in a water butt would be the most inexpensive way of getting water to the burial ground
2. Cllr Doyle 
1. NT Offer to Chevington residents. Having spoken to staff at Ickworth House Cllr Doyle is happy to say that Chevington residents can apply for a permit to allow entrance to the park and grounds. The Clerk to make a mention of this on the website and on social media.
ACTION: Clerk 
3. Cllr Keegan
1. Speeding in the village has gotten worse over the past few months. Perhaps it is time to get the VAS machine back up and working again.
2. The CSW paperwork has been lost by the Police and it was decided that this should be completed again and then scanned by the Clerk who will send it on electronically. The Clerk will print out the forms and post to Cllr Keagan who will return them to her once completed.
ACTION:Clerk
4. Cllr Briggs
1. He would like the Clerk to ask Suffolk Highways to erect the pole as soon as possible. Clerk to ask Cllr Soons to intervene and help to speed this up.
2. There has been a couple of incidents where a delivery firm has been seen speeding through the village with very loud music playing form the cab and he has the details of the vehicle; The Clerk will send this information on the Suffolk Police Team.
ACTION:Clerk

9. Parish Council Finances: Responsible Financial Officer report

1. Receipts: 

	Invoice No
	Receipt details
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Paying in book page

	n/a
	Pre-payment for burial plot
(McCormack)
	300.00
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10
	500172

	n/a
	Pre-payment for burial plot
(Winter)
	300
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10
	500173



2. Payment of the following invoices approved:
Proposed:
Seconded:

	Invoice No
	Details of payee
	Amount
	Statute Power
	Cheque No/BACS

	53
	Clerk’s expenses
	£25.40
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	4055
	McGregor Services 1 x cut of burial ground grass
	90.00
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10
	BACS

	4093
	McGregor Services 2 x cuts of burial ground grass
	180
	Open Spaces Act 1906 ss9-10
	BACS

	BACS
	Annual sub for ICO fee
	£35
	s112 LGA 1972
	DD

	108804
	Community Action Suffolk – Accessibility audit
	£144
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	108838
	Community Action Suffolk – SSL Certificate
	£36
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	11440
	Westcotec – purchase of VAS machine
	£3480.00
	s112 LGA 1972
	BACS

	
	Lighthouse  Women’s AId
	50
	S137 LGA 1972
	1025



3. Discuss and sign the bank statement since last meeting as per Financial Regulation 1.3.3 (self governance)
NB By Virement means a payment not budgeted for (and does not come under a statutory power) but is a necessary expense for the running of the Council
Bank account balance on 10.08.2020 stands at £32,740.20
Audit finalised and month consultation period began 13th August until 13th September 2020


10.	Clerk’s report about progress of actions from last meeting.
1.	Internet banking – Up and running.  It was proposed by Cllr Briggs and seconded by Cllr Keegan that the updated Financial Regulation Standing Orders, Internet Financial Regulations, Standing Orders, GDPR policy and the Website accessibility statement be adopted. This was unanimously agreed and they were all signed and dated.  
2. 	Clerk’s job description has been discussed in item 5:7
3. 	Deeds for the village hall. Clerk has two copies (both photocopies - real ones in the vault at Greene & Greene Solicitors, Bury St Edmunds)
4.	Map of land acquisition of piece of land/footpath on Mill Road by SCC (Jan 1989)
5. 	Emails to Enforcement Officer at WSC Planning department regarding (a) Braziers Farm Barn, and (b) new erected fence at 60 Chedburgh Road.
6. 	VAS machine purchase – Clerk received the machine in mid August but it has gone back to Westcotec for UBS point to be added
7.	VAS pole in Hargrave Road – see item 8:4:1 
8. 	Website – new regulations from 23 September 2020. SSL Certificate purchased for secure website badge.
9.	Grit bin – stolen – and found.
10.	Site survey carried out on burial ground and list created of possible jobs that are needed. It was suggested that Stuart Bradnam be sent this list so that he would know the Council’s plans. Cllr McCormack to act as liaison officer.
11.	Possible donation under s137 LGA 1972 to Lighthouse Women’s Aid (Suffolk’s women’s refuge?) Cllr Briggs proposed and Cllr Doyle that £50 be sent to the refuge. This was unanimously agreed on. Cheque Number 1025 was written out and sent. 
ACTION:Clerk
Also, suggestions for other local charities for possible charitable donations are to be sent to the Clerk so that it can be added as an item for the discussion next meeting 
12.	NALC’s new Code of Conduct consultation – questionnaire completed and sent back
13.	The parishioner interested in the BT telephone box has decided to take his interest no further.  However, the Council would like the Clerk to contact BT to express an interest in adopting it themselves.
ACTION:Clerk

11.	VAS machine and how the PC are going to use it. After a discussion it was decided that he Clerk write to Clerks of Chedburgh and Whepsted to say that the Council no longer wanted to have the third share in the older VAS machine as Chevington now fully owns its own machine. It was also decided that the volunteers and Cllr Doyle continue to hang the machine off the poles around the village in the pattern they had previously used and that they had full backing of the Council to decide themselves where best to hang the VAS machine.
ACTION:Clerk

	
12.	Agenda items for next meeting
	1.	Sign off 2019-2020 Accounts
	2.	Section 137 charitable donations
	3. 	Two vacancies on the Council
	4. 	Date for bulb planting in the burial ground
	5. 	Benches in burial ground

13. 	Date of next Meeting is Thursday October 8th 2020
	

NB: Deeds for the village hall and the burial ground can be found at 
Greene & Greene Solicitors in Bury St Edmunds
Deeds for Community Centre (Chedburgh) deeds are also safe and held at a local solicitors.

VILLAGE WEBSITE CAN BE FOUND ON:- http://chevington.onesuffolk.net/

 Meeting ended at 20.35hours



SIGNED: ……………………………………………………………………………………………..



DATE: ……………………………………………………………………..



